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Summary

• East Light Partners obtained approval to 
build a community solar project in 
Greenport, adjacent to the Hudson city 
line

• The project has engaged Historic Hudson, 
Olana, the Hudson City School District and 
other key stakeholders

• Current opportunity for the City of Hudson 
to support its sustainability objectives by 
participating as a subscriber to this local 
community solar project

15

Pollinator-Friendly Solar 
A new technique for solar PV project design is 
being used increasingly to provide benefits for 
farms, wildlife and soil health in tandem with 
increased clean energy development. As loss 
of habitat for both native and managed bees, 
monarch butterflies and other pollinating insects 
becomes a concern, there is an opportunity to 
establish new habitat at solar PV installations. 
Whenever possible, developers should select and 
plant a mix of native, pollinator-friendly plants 
throughout the arrays. 

Using native, pollinator-friendly plantings instead 
of gravel, impervious surfaces or turfgrass  
underneath solar facilities can increase  
populations of bees and other insects needed to 
pollinate crops and decrease operation and  
maintenance costs for solar projects. Choosing  
pollinator-friendly plants can help to fight 
against species collapse and benefit farmers  
dependent on insects for crop production.  
Native plants also provide nutrition and habitat 
for local gamebirds and songbirds. 

While there may be additional up-front costs, beyond the initial establishment 
period operation and maintenance costs should be lower—from not having 
to mow turfgrass throughout the facility’s 30-year lifespan or apply pesticides 
and herbicides regularly to maintain it. Additionally, native plants are better 
at soaking up rainwater than turfgrass because they have deeper roots. As 
a result, they lessen the potential for erosion and improve soil quality and 
stormwater retention. Finally, including such plantings in the design of a solar 
PV proposal can help to maximize public support and community buy-in for a 
project from the beginning. 

To ensure that truly beneficial plants are used, Minnesota, Vermont and  
Maryland have consulted with entomologists and other experts to establish 
standards and criteria as well as pollinator-friendly “scorecards” for solar  
projects. To guide the process of site and seed mix planning, Energy Action 
Network of Vermont has launched a Pollinator-Friendly Solar Initiative  
(http://eanvt.org/regulatory-reform/pollinator-friendly-solar-initiative/) and devel-
oped a Pollinator Habitat Scorecard, which has been used in New York. In early 
2018, Fresh Energy, a clean energy not-for-profit in Minnesota, launched the 
Center for Pollinators in Clean Energy (https://fresh-energy.org/beeslovesolar/), 
a national clearinghouse and catalyzer of pollinator-friendly solar information, 
standards, best practices and state-based initiatives.

(Photo courtesy of Rob Davis, Center for Pollinators in Energy)
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ELP Greenport Solar
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• 5 MW Community Solar 

Project at 4407 US Rte 9

• AAF Flanders Building 

(200 ft north)

• Hudson Correctional 

Facility (1,500 ft 

northwest) 

• Dr. Oliver Bronson House 

(1,500 ft north)

• Holcim LaFarge Cement 

Plant (1,500 ft south)



East Light Partners


East Light Partners


East Light Partners


East Light Partners


E

L
Scenic Hudson Siting Principles

• Work closely with Scenic Hudson to ensure 
project is in accordance with siting principles 
and best practices

• Work with existing topography and minimize 
disturbance to natural vegetative cover 

• Keep solar installation low-profile and naturally 
screened from view with trees

• Avoid wetlands and disturbance of sensitive 
ecological resources 

• Preserve underlying land resource for the future

• Support pollinator-friendly species throughout 
array
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Stakeholder Engagement and Support

• Town of Greenport Planning Board 
Site Plan Approval, December 2018

• Letters from Scenic Hudson, the 
Olana Partnership, and Historic 
Hudson confirming that the project 
would not impact the scenic or 
historic resources

• No Adverse Effect Letter from the 
State Historic Preservation Office

• PILOT Agreement with Town of 
Greenport and Hudson City School 
District
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• A community solar project is a solar farm 
whose output is shared among a group 
of local subscribers

• Utility credits generated by the solar 
facility are allocated to subscribers utility 
bills in proportion of their percentage 
share of the community solar project

• Example: If the solar project generates 
$1,000 worth of solar electricity in a 
month, and a customer took a 40% share 
in the project, it would see a $400 credit 
allocated to its utility bill. In turn, the 
customer would pay the project $360 for 
the utility credits.

A Community Solar Project
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How can Hudson benefit? 

• The City of Hudson would purchase utility credits generated by the 
ELP Greenport Community Solar project

• Up to ~$400,000 worth of annual credits available (40% share)

• For every $1 of utility credit applied to the City’s National Grid 
account, the City pays the solar project 0.90 cents.  
• Always saving 10% on value of monetary credit
• Floor price of $0.06 per Utility Credit.  

• Up to ~$40,000 in savings annually for a term of up to 25 years

• City of Hudson would 
1. Reduce electricity costs with no upfront investment 
2. Further sustainability objectives through participation in local 

community solar
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Appendix
Letters submitted to the Greenport Planning Board 
from Historic Hudson, the Olana Partnership, Scenic 
Hudson, and SHPO
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Wendy De Wolf <wdewolf@eastlightpartners.com>

follow up for Greenport Solar Project 

Hayley Carlock <hcarlock@scenichudson.org> Wed, Sep 5, 2018 at 4:53 PM
To: Wendy De Wolf <wdewolf@eastlightpartners.com>, Audrey Friedrichsen
<afriedrichsen@scenichudson.org>, Jeff Anzevino <janzevino@scenichudson.org>, Seth McKee
<smckee@scenichudson.org>, Abdiel Lopez­Torres <atorres@scenichudson.org>
Cc: Jamie Fordyce <jfordyce@eastlightpartners.com>

Hello Wendy and Jamie,

 

Below is Scenic Hudson’s follow‐up statement to the Planning Board as you requested. Please let
me know if you have any ques�ons or want to discuss. Thanks!

 

We understand that the Planning Board has requested addi�onal informa�on from Scenic
Hudson regarding our posi�on on the East Light Partners (ELP) solar facility on Vapor Trail in
Greenport. We have no concerns beyond those stated in our le�er to the Planning Board of
August 13th, and believe that those concerns have been largely addressed:

We believe that the project will not have significant adverse visual impacts. We are
pleased that ELP no longer proposes solar panels in the north field, avoiding visual
impacts to the Plumb Bronson House. We reviewed the applicant’s visual simula�ons of
views from the Olana State Historic Site and do not believe there will be any impact on
views from Olana. The proposed tree screening with Norwegian spruce will minimize
impacts to views along Route 9.
So long as construc�on methods and facility design that will not compact soils on the site
are u�lized, we believe impacts to the agricultural soils of statewide significance will be
avoided. We are also pleased to see that pollinator‐friendly plan�ngs will be required in
disturbed areas.
In our August 13th le�er, we requested that the applicant and Planning Board ensure
impacts to a wetland area where the project’s proposed access road meets Vapor Trail are
avoided. We understand that the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) will require a stream
crossing permit and an upgraded culvert size to protect this resource.

 

Overall, given the assurances made by ELP and requirements imposed by the Planning Board and
ACOE, Scenic Hudson believes that the ELP project is well‐sited and will have minimal
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environmental and community impacts, and will also help ensure the Hudson Valley transi�ons
to a clean energy future. We do not have any further concerns about the project.

 

 

 

Best,

Hayley

 

 

Hayley Carlock, Esq.

Director of Environmental Advocacy

Scenic Hudson, Inc.

Tel: 845 473 4440 Ext 210  

Fax: 845 473 2648  

hcarlock@scenichudson.org

____________________

STRENGTHENING OUR IMPACTS, 
ENGAGING NEW PARTNERS:

Our Annual Report shows how we’re  
maximizing benefits all can enjoy 

from the region’s great assets.

____________________

 

 

 
 

 

 

From: Wendy De Wolf <wdewolf@eastlightpartners.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, August 29, 2018 4:12 PM 
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Governor       Commissioner 

 

Division for Historic Preservation 
P.O Box 189, Waterford, New York 12188-0189 • (518) 237-8643 • www.nysparks.com 

 

 

October 19, 2018 
 
Mr. Jamie Fordyce 
Managing Director 
East Light Partners 
552 Massachusetts Avenue, Suite 201 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
(via email)  

 
Re:  USACE/SEQRA 

Greenport Solar Project/5MW/35.6 Acres 
18PR06276 

 
Dear Mr. Fordyce: 
 
Thank you for requesting the comments of the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO).  We 
have reviewed the project in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act of 1966.  These comments are those of the SHPO and relate only to Historic/Cultural 
resources.   
 
As you are aware, your project is adjacent to the National Historic Landmark Dr. Oliver Bronson 
House and Estate property (NHL Designated 2003).  Landmark designation is the highest honor 
that the National Park Service can bestow upon a property in this county. The Bronson estate is 
one of less than 300 so designated properties in New York. 
 
Based upon our review of this undertaking, the New York SHPO has found that the project will 
have No Adverse Effect on the National Historic Landmark or archaeological resources.  Our 
determination is based on a condition that project fencing be dark or non-reflective in color to 
minimize visual impacts.  We also recommend that a mixed vegetative buffer be established 
along the Route 9 and the Bronson property lines.  The composition of this buffer should be 
established in consultation with local interested parties. 
 
If I can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me at (518) 268-2166 or 
john.bonafide@parks.ny.gov. 
       
Sincerely, 
       
 
        
John A. Bonafide 
Director,  
Technical Preservation Services Bureau 

 Agency Historic Preservation Officer 
 
 
 




