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Dear Patron of the Historical Association,

Thank you so much for your support of the Historical Association of 
Catawba County in 2016. Your generosity made possible the outstanding 
accomplishments described in the enclosed annual report. It highlights 
the impact we made working together over the last year in service to our 
neighbors in the Catawba Valley.

I am humbled each day by the commitment of such a diverse group of 
people – all to preserve the places where local history happened. Your 
time, eff orts, and fi nancial support work to connect our community with 
its tangible past.

Last calendar year we strengthened partnerships with Catawba Valley Community College, the Old 
Post Offi  ce Playhouse, Hickory Tavern DAR, the Newton Depot Authority, as well as local schools. 
Reciprocity between nonprofi ts like these contribute greatly to regional visibility. 

I am particularly proud that our work together in 2016 has laid the ground work for conservative 
fi scal stewardship in 2017. I look forward to reporting new successes to you next year. 

Please consider continuing your involvement with heritage education and historic preservation by 
making a tax deductible gift or by becoming a volunteer. You can join as a Friend of the Historical 
Association, a group of spirited volunteers who believe that preserved historic sites (like Murray’s 
Mill Historic District, Bunker Hill Covered Bridge, Harper House, and the 1924 Catawba County 
courthouse) can educate the community about our shared past. 

Again, thank you for your continued dedication to preserving our heritage for future generations.

Sincerely,

Amber C. Albert

P.O. Box 73P.O. Box 73

Newton, NC 28658Newton, NC 28658

(828) 465-0383(828) 465-0383

FIND US ONLINEFIND US ONLINE
WWW.CATAWBAHISTORY.ORGWWW.CATAWBAHISTORY.ORG

The Historial Association of Catawba County is a 
private non-profi t educational institution supported by 
dues from its members and contributions from private 
individuals, charitable foundations, corporations, and 
local government. Our mission is the preservation 
and interpretation of the stories, objects, and places 
that document the rich heritage of Catawba County 
and its role in the development of the Western 
Piedmont of North Carolina.

 Preserved  places
make  great 
             community   
                          spaces



32,235 VISITORS
Site Visitation

Our sites have seen over 32K recorded visitors—approximately the same Our sites have seen over 32K recorded visitors—approximately the same 

number of residents living in newton, Conover , and Lincolnton combined.number of residents living in newton, Conover , and Lincolnton combined.

 History Museum   7,759 History Museum   7,759

 Murray’s Mill   16,000 estimated Murray’s Mill   16,000 estimated

 Harper House/HHC  976 Harper House/HHC  976

 Bunker Hill Covered Bridge 7,500 estimated Bunker Hill Covered Bridge 7,500 estimated

AT A GLANCE:

2016
57%
55.7%

Memberships
Membership Renewal RateMembership Renewal Rate

         Weekly Email          Weekly Email 
                 opening rate                 opening rate
                         average                         average

Financial Stewardship
Where does the money go?Where does the money go?

• • Heritage programmingHeritage programming

• • Brick & Mortar preservationBrick & Mortar preservation

• • Daily operationsDaily operations

What difference does the money make?What difference does the money make?

• • Memories!Memories!

• • Saves meaningful places for catawbansSaves meaningful places for catawbans

• • Provides alternative classrooms or Provides alternative classrooms or 

Learning LaboratoriesLearning Laboratories

How does this affect residents?How does this affect residents?

• • Instills community prideInstills community pride

• • encourages meaningful dialogueencourages meaningful dialogue

• • Inspires exploration of the countyInspires exploration of the county

29
Collections

Some of the 2016 acquisitions include:Some of the 2016 acquisitions include:

Patient scrapbook of 1944 polio Epidemic, Donor: James WatersPatient scrapbook of 1944 polio Epidemic, Donor: James Waters

Military Chaplain Field Kit, Donor: Michael MennonMilitary Chaplain Field Kit, Donor: Michael Mennon

Pump organ from the Murray Family, Donor: Emily W. ChildersPump organ from the Murray Family, Donor: Emily W. Childers

Number of permanent collections acceptedNumber of permanent collections accepted

4,283 HOURS*

Volunteers

       The Value of in-kind Gifts       The Value of in-kind Gifts

Volunteers have donated over 2 years worth of full-time Volunteers have donated over 2 years worth of full-time 

work in the calendar year of 2016 across our four sites.work in the calendar year of 2016 across our four sites.

*not including Eagle Scout or Board Trustee hours*not including Eagle Scout or Board Trustee hours.

$22,960

44 Number of states Number of states 
visitors representedvisitors represented

16 number of countries number of countries 
visitors representedvisitors represented

At Right: Bessie Murray and The At Right: Bessie Murray and The 
Murray Family pump organMurray Family pump organ

80Our work began in 1936 when community members Our work began in 1936 when community members 

decided to save local artifacts for future generations. decided to save local artifacts for future generations. 

years of heritage education years of heritage education 
in North Carolinain North Carolina

+220%
  +94%
  +22%

Social Media
REACH - post exposureREACH - post exposure

Reactions - Interaction per postReactions - Interaction per post

Fans - Number of fansFans - Number of fans

Why do Facebook Numbers Matter?Why do Facebook Numbers Matter?

The bigger the audience, the wider the reach, The bigger the audience, the wider the reach, 

the more people can support the association.the more people can support the association.
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