
COMMISSION MINUTES 
April 22, 2019 

 
Minutes of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Sevier County Commissioners held this twenty-second 
day of April, 2019.  Meeting commenced at 1:30 p.m. with Commissioners Garth ‘Tooter’ Ogden, Scott 
Johnson, and Ralph Brown in the Commission Chambers of the Sevier County Administration Building, 
250 North Main, Richfield, Utah.  Deputy Clerk/Auditor Barbara Crowther, County Attorney Dale Eyre, 
and Executive Administrator Malcolm Nash were also present. 
 
Commission business: 
Commissioner Johnson said that USU Extension is interviewing for the position to work with the 4-H 
program.  He also noted that the power had been out approximately 2 hours on Wednesday, and the 
County had participated in the Great Utah Shakeout. 
   
Commissioner Brown said that Brent Schmidt, the new hospital administrator, would soon be announced.  
He is expected to take the position in May.  Commissioner Brown also met with the Utah Public Health 
Department to gather information about the possibility of Sevier County participating in the Opioid 
lawsuit.  He noted that the Central Utah Counseling Center had estimated that Sevier County is spending 
approximately $600,000 for counseling services to fight the opioid epidemic. 
 
Commissioner Ogden said they had all attended the ribbon cutting ceremony for the new fire dispatch 
center.  He said the State had considered putting all of the fire dispatch centers together, but they decided 
it was better to keep them the way they are currently designed.  Commissioner Ogden felt it was a better 
way as well, because the dispatch officers would have a better idea of the resources available, and the 
people they will be sending out to the fires. 
 
Malcolm Nash gave a brief update on the Sevier Solar project, noting that Adam Long will be getting a 
schedule to the Commission with activities proposed in the next few months.  
 
Minutes of April 8th Commission meeting approved: 
Minutes of the April 8th Commission meeting minutes, Commissioner Brown moved, Commissioner 
Johnson seconded, unanimous. 
 
Business license requests and beer license renewal approved: 
The Commission then considered a request to renew a beer license for Pheasant Run.  After discussion 
and noting that the Sheriff had approved the request, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the 
renewal request, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 
 
The Commission then reviewed business licenses for Home Sweet Gnome owned by Ashley Bergum, 
Stepchild LLC DBA Richfield Storage, formerly Julander Storage, and Ola’s Cabin LLC owned by Ola’s 
Cabin LLC for a bed and breakfast.  The Zoning Administrator had reviewed and signed each application.  
After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to approve the business license for Richfield Storage at a 
$25 yearly fee, the license for Ola’s Cabin LLC at a $25 yearly fee, and the license for Home Sweet 
Gnome at a $25 yearly fee as requested, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 
 
Replacement Hires approved: 
Human Resources LeighAnn Wheeler then met with the Commission to consider replacement hires in the 
Mosquito, Weed, and Ambulance departments.  She recommended hiring Craig Black and Kyle Harris for 
the Mosquito Trapper position, splitting the time between the applicants because it is a split shift and one 
person was not available for both shifts, with a hire date of April 15th, Grade 9, at $12.76 per hour.  She 
then recommended hiring Garett Crowther for the Weed Sprayer position with a hire date of May 20, 



Sevier County Commission 
April 22, 2019 
Page 2 of 3 
 
Grade 9, at $12.76 per hour.  Finally, she recommended hiring Carlyn Scott as a full-time EMT to replace 
Jim Ritter as squad leader with a hire date of April 15, at Grade 16, $17.76 per hour; and hiring Jami 
Bingham as a part-time EMT to replace Carlyn Scott with a hire date of April 15, Grade 13, $15.60 per 
hour.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the hiring of Craig Black, Kyle Harris, 
Garett Crowther, Carlyn Scott, and Jami Bingham for various positions as recommended with the 
appropriate grade and hourly wage, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 
 
Public Hearing to consider Agricultural Protection Area for Iron J Farms: 
Commissioner Brown moved to open a public hearing to consider an Agriculture Protection Area 
application from Iron J Farms in the Joseph Area, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous.   
 
Chairman Ogden then opened the meeting for comments from the public to consider the application of 
and Agriculture Protection Area for Iron J Farms in the Joseph area.   
 
Holden Jones said he owns part of the Iron J Farms, and they submitted the application because they felt 
that they needed to protect the operation of their dairy.  He said they have operated for the past 47 years, 
and had recently found out about the Agriculture Protection Area designation to safeguard their 
operations.  Commissioner Brown asked Mr. Jones whether all of the parcels on the application are 
currently used for agriculture.  Mr. Jones indicated they were.   
 
There being no further comments from the public, Commissioner Ogden closed the public hearing. 
   
The regular meeting then resumed. 
 
Agriculture Protection Area designation approved for Iron J Farms: 
After noting that the County General Plan encourages agriculture, Commissioner Brown moved to 
approve the request to designate the Iron J Farms as an Agriculture Protection Area as requested, second 
Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 
 
Quarterly report and Indigent Defense Grant Renewal Application approved: 
JoHanna Williams, Indigent Defense Council Manager, met with the Commission to discuss the quarterly 
report required of the Indigent Defense Commission for the grant monies to be reimbursed to the County.  
She reviewed the prepared report, noting the number of cases assigned during the quarter, and noted that 
with the passage of HB 32 she will be appointed to all of the juvenile cases that come to the court based 
on her position as the Indigent Defense Council Manager, and asked for any comments that he 
Commission would like to add to the report.  Commissioner Ogden said he felt this was a good program, 
and it relieved stress from the County Attorney.  Discussion followed concerning the cases listed, whether 
or not they are all resolved, that the juvenile cases and child welfare cases may be resolved but they are 
all required to complete the appropriate reviews before they are technically ‘closed’, and that the reviews 
are generally set at either four or six months.  Further discussion followed concerning the number of the 
cases, and that they are now shared between five attorneys versus the two attorneys handling the load 
before.   
 
Ms. Williams then reviewed the grant renewal application, which is due this coming Friday, noting that 
being the public defender manager is taking longer than she anticipated and she is proposing that another 
attorney take the lead with the justice court cases, allowing her to act as conflict atty, and requesting 
additional funding.  Discussion followed concerning the work load, the time involved in managing the 
public defenders, the time involved in handling the justice court cases, that cases take longer to resolve 
currently because of her lack of time, that the Indigent Defense Commission may want the County to 
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contribute additional money to the program, that no additional monies will be allocated or considered 
until the budget worksessions for 2020 in October, that the matching funds had been overstated last year, 
and that even though they will be adjusted for the next year it will not reflect any increased funds on the 
application.  County Attorney Dale Eyre said the County had received some forfeiture funds, but the 
current budget would need to be opened before the forfeiture funds could be considered or used towards 
the increase in County funding.  Ms. Williams said she is requesting an additional $25,000 in grant 
monies, with an additional $5,000 coming from the County.  She said she hopes to get an administrative 
assistant and, in time, increase the salary enough to hire someone full-time to take care of the indigent 
defense work.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the renewal application for the 
grant and approve the quarterly report as presented, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous.  The 
Commission thanked Ms. Williams for the work she has done. 
 
Waiver of annexation denial letter approved for Levie PUD: 
Danny Levie and Jared Peterson, Attorney, met with the Commission with a request that the required 
annexation denial of the closest municipality be waived for Mr. Levie’s Planned Unit Development 
application.  Mr. Peterson indicated they were working on completing the items requested by the 
Commission on Mr. Levie’s application, noting they wanted to ensure that the application is iron-clad in 
the event of a lawsuit.  Discussion followed concerning whether or not the city had been approached 
about the annexation denial request, that the Mayor had authored a letter stating the PUD is not in an area 
within the town’s annexation plan, but that the letter did not meet the statute as written.  After discussion, 
Commissioner Johnson moved to grant the waiver of the annexation denial from nearest municipality for 
Mr. Levie’s Planned Unit Development application for an RV Park in the Joseph area, second 
Commissioner Brown, unanimous.  Mr. Peterson then said that they felt the Planning Commission had 
rushed their recommendation for approval, and asked that the Planning Commission recommendation be 
withdrawn at this time.  They will submit additional supplemental information on their application, and 
return the matter to the Planning Commission for additional consideration.  He noted that they expect the 
Planning Commission to be able make a decision and recommendation to the County Commission with 
the supplemental information on the same day they consider it.  The Commission thanked him for the 
information. 
 
There being no further information to come before the Board, meeting adjourned at 2:22 p.m. 
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