
COMMISSION SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 
October 15, 2019 

 
Minutes of the special meeting of the Sevier County Commissioners to review the arguments for the 
special bond election held this fifteenth day of October, 2019.  Meeting commenced at 7:00 p.m. with 
Commissioners Scott Johnson, Garth ‘Tooter’ Ogden, and Ralph Brown in the Commission Chambers of 
the Sevier County Administration Building, 250 North Main, Richfield, Utah.  Clerk/Auditor Steven C. 
Wall was also present. 
 
Commissioner Ogden opened the meeting, reminding everyone what the meeting was for:  to hear the for 
and against arguments on the bond proposal for the Sevier County bond portion of the proposed 
recreation center.  Commissioner Johnson then read the for statement, along with the rebuttal to the for 
statement.  Commissioner Brown then read the against statement. 
 
Commissioner Ogden then reported that the process to do the bond required that we do the voter 
information pamphlet, and that the for statement be written by the entity proposing the bond, which was 
the County, for their portion of the funding for the proposed recreation center.  He said that the County 
had chosen Mike Turner to write the against argument because the information he had submitted was 
reasonable and not ‘out in left field’.  He said he made a good argument, and used facts and not emotions.  
He also reported that the Commission had been going throughout the County to provide correct 
information at City Council meetings, group meetings, etc. because the information on social media was 
not always correct. 
 
Michael Mathie questioned that if the bond passes and the County does go to CIB for the additional 
amount, would that take away from other communities that are asking for help for critical items such as 
water projects for which they would approach CIB for funding.  
 
Clayton Hutchingson asked if there had been any other ideas that had ben proposed dealing with the 
Operation and Maintenance (O & M) to provide funding rather than just raising taxes.  Commissioner 
Brown responded that the rents and admittance fees, as well as fees for swim meets, etc. would all be 
applied back to the O&M costs.  He said that they are also considering other things to help with O&M  
rather than raise taxes. 
 
A question was then asked if the entities don’t get together and build the facility for some reason, and if 
Snow College built a facility on its own, if the community would have access to it.  Commissioner Brown 
then responded that he did not feel that Snow College would ever build a facility on its own, because it is 
currently at capacity for bonding for 25 years, and their capacity for this area is committee to the Ephraim 
Campus.  Furthermore, there is a greater need for housing at this college, and that is what they would 
work on in this area if anything. 
 
Commissioner Johnson also responded that President Cook is very much in support of growth for this 
campus, and he felt that President Cook would continue to work to facilitate increases here, but he was 
not in a position to say what may or may not happen to the college.  
 
Jeana Ogden stated that she has never seen a project without some flaws, and especially a government 
building, that there would always be something that would be different or wrong, and that facilities are 
often under-utilized.  She felt that this would be more available for kids to use, and she is excited for the 
opportunity to vote on the bond.  She thanked the County Commission for giving the public this 
opportunity.  
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Jason Kling reported that he has high-school swimmers in his family, and there have been several swim 
meets in places such as Heber City, Logan, St. George, and he is concerned that this facility would be 
built large enough to bring those competitions here.  He is afraid that the facility will be downsized, and it 
won’t be large enough for competitions here.  He said when they travel, he has to get three rooms, and it 
is quite expensive; and it would be nice if the competitions were here.  He also expressed concern of the 
amount of O&M each year. 
 
Tanner Thompson asked what the tax increase would be for each household to pay for the County’s 
portion of the $125,000 per year.  Commissioner Brown then stated for the whole amount of O&M it 
would be approximately $100 per year for each household in the County to fund the entire O & M.   
 
Pat Wilson then stated that the tax increase would be approximately $5.50 for a home valued at $150,000, 
or approximately $9.50 on a commercial building of the same value.   
 
Jed Maxwell, Salina City Mayor, then stated that the proposed O&M costs are all based on speculation.  
He is concerned that those speculations might not prove out, and there might be more costly that what is 
being proposed.  He indicated concern both with the cost to run the facility, as well as the number of 
passes and use of the facility; and that it may cost more than what is being discussed and proposed.   
 
Tyson Jensen also expressed his concern of how much the college is helping provide in funding, and how 
much that would be increased to Snow College residents.  He asked for a 5- 10- or 15- year plan on how 
to fund the increased expenses of the facility.  He was concerned of the economic development in the 
area, that the area needs to grow to help provide more population to use the facility and help pay for the 
O&M.   
 
The Commissioners discussed the available jobs in the area, and noted that there has been growth over the 
last few years, and hope to continue to grow that.  They are looking at businesses looking to move to this 
area.   
 
A question was then asked about what happens to the tax rate after the Sevier Valley Center bonds are 
paid off.  It was explained that when the Center is paid off in the next few years, that rate would drop off 
out of the tax rates.  That by law, it would stop.  If the bond passes, it would be a new rate that would be 
collected after that bringing the rates back up, but not as high as they are now.   
 
Commissioner Brown said that this project was ranked number 9 on the CIB list at the first of the year.   
 
Another question was asked about whether the tax rates would need to be increased for the other projects 
on the list above this one.  Commissioner Ogden reported that the CIB looks at all projects on their own 
merit, individually, based on size and the capability and the needs of the community requesting help.  He 
said they try to help the communities throughout the entire state based on their needs, and abilities to pay 
grants, and loans, etc. 
 
A Monroe resident stated that you can’t build communities without some risk, and it is going to cost 
money.  She said the college would need to help bring in more kids to go to school here.  She also stated 
that the kids from Salina to Monroe need things to do, and this would be a opportunity throughout the 
year, and all of the kids could come to the center. 
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The Commission then thanked everyone for coming, and commenting.  They reminded everyone that the 
bond would be on the ballot that would be coming out in the next few days.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 
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