
 

 

COMMISSION MINUTES 

May 9, 2022 

 

Minutes of the regularly scheduled meeting of the Sevier County Commissioners held this ninth 

day of May, 2022.  Meeting commenced at 1:30 p.m. with Commissioners Scott Johnson, Garth 

‘Tooter’ Ogden, and Ralph Brown in the Commission Chambers of the Sevier County 

Administration Building, 250 North Main, Richfield, Utah.  Clerk/Auditor Steven C. Wall, 

County Attorney Casey Jewkes, and Executive Director Malcolm Nash were also present. 

 

Commission Business: 

Commissioner Ogden reported on a meeting he had attended with the Six County AOG and the 

Forest Service.  He said the Forest Service reported there has been a lot of litter and garbage in 

and around the forests, especially in the campgrounds.  They have spent over $100,000 in 

cleaning up garbage as people are just leaving trash.  He also noted that the Dixie National Forest 

had reduced their grazing animal units.  They are trying to work with the Fishlake Forest and 

Manti Forest to not reduce grazing due to the drought.  He said the DWR is also looking at their 

programs and how the drought is affecting them.  

 

Clerk/Auditor Wall reported that the County has received the 2022 Charity Plan for the Sevier 

Valley Intermountain Hospital that provides the information for the tax exemption request.  

 

Change made in Austin Community Special Service District Board: 

Commissioner Brown reported that a Boardmember on the Austin Community Special Service 

District was not an owner of property, but just a renter in that area.  The Commission discussed 

releasing William Jones from the Board, and replacing him with Bob Teagle for a two-year term.  

After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved to appoint Bob Teagle to the Austin Community 

Special Service District, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Minutes for April 24th Commission Meeting and May 3rd Worksession approved: 

Minutes of the April 24th Commission Meeting and the May 3rd Worksession were reviewed and 

approved on a motion by Commissioner Johnson, second Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Payment Approval Report for April approved: 

The Commission then reviewed and approved the Payment Approval Report for April on a 

motion by Commissioner Brown, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Bid awarded for Sevier County’s Piute Reservoir Water Shares: 

The Commission then opened the sealed bids received for 5 shares of Piute Reservoir Water 

Shares owned by the County as has been advertised.  Two bids were received:  One from Rick 

and Deborah Andrus from Lehi for $107 per acre foot for the 2022 season; and the other from 

Rick Porter for $65 per share for 5 years.  Noting that the advertisement asked for bids per acre 

foot, and there were approximately .65 acre feet per share, the Commissioners calculated the bid 

from Mr. Porter at $325 and the bid from Mr. & Mrs. Andrus at $347.75.  Discussion followed 

that there was some carry-over water from previous years that could be offered to the winning 

bidder at the same rate.  After discussion and noting that the bid from the Andrus’ was higher, 



Sevier County Commission 
May 9, 2022 
Page 2 of 4 
 

 

Commissioner Brown moved to award the bid to Rick and Deborah Andrus for 2022, second 

Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Contract with State of Utah Sixth Judicial District Court for Bailiff and Security approved: 

Sheriff Nathan Curtis reviewed with the Commission the renewal of the Contract with the State 

of Utah Sixth Judicial District Court for Perimeter and Bailiff Security for the fiscal year of July 

2022 – June 2023.  Sheriff Curtis noted that the rate has been the same since 2018, and they are 

working with the Courts to get the rates increased.  He said it does not cover all of the costs, but 

it does help and we are better off than other areas and recommended approval of the contract.  

He also discussed with the Commissioners that the Sixth District Court has been approved for an 

additional District Judge.  County Attorney Casey Jewkes indicated it could take approximately 

6 to 9 months for that to take place, and that there would be additional security required of the 

Sheriff’s Office when that happens.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve 

the Sixth District Court Security and Bailiff Contract as requested, second Commissioner Brown, 

unanimous. 

 

Landfill Bill for State Institutional Trust Lands reduced: 

The Commission then reviewed a request from Ron Torgerson, State Institutional Trust Lands, 

noting that they had cleaned up a trust land parcel north of Richfield that included a lot of debris 

from local farmers and other area residents of the County which included twine, old fence posts, 

wire, etc.  They were billed $8,891 at the landfill, and they are asking for a 50% reduction in the 

fee.  The Commission noted that SITLA does a lot for the schools in the area, and that most of 

the items cleaned up were from illegal dumping.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown moved 

to authorize a reduction in their charges at the landfill fee by 50%, second Commissioner 

Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Beer License for Rock Candy Mountain LLC approved: 

The Commission then reviewed a beer license request for Rock Candy Mountain LLC.  After 

noting that it had been approved by Sheriff Curtis, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the 

beer license for Rick Candy Mountain LLC as requested, second Commissioner Brown, 

unanimous. 

 

Memorandum of Agreement for Special Needs Registry approved: 

The Commission then reviewed the Statewide Memorandum of Agreement for Special Needs 

Registry.  Discussion followed that the agreement would allow the Sheriff to access a a special 

needs registry data to provide services to individuals with special needs.  The agreement outlined 

what the information could or could not be used for.  After discussion, Commissioner Brown 

moved to approve the agreement between Sevier County and the State of Utah Department of 

Public Safety, Division of Emergency Management, second Commissioner Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Deputy Attorney Job Descriptions updated: 

HR Director Craig Blake then reviewed with the Commissioners the updated job descriptions for 

Deputy County Attorney I, II, and III.  He noted that the County has been in the process the last 

couple of years to replace Deputy County Attorney and are having a struggle to fill that position.  

He said he made some changes to the job description to help broaden the availability to fill that 
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position there.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the revised Deputy 

County Attorney job descriptions effective immediately, second Commissioner Brown, 

unanimous. 

 

Department of Agriculture and Food Grant Agreement for Viper Grass approved: 

The Commission then reviewed a Utah Department of Agriculture and Food Grant Agreement 

for the Weed Department.  They noted that Weed Supervisor Dave Sorensen had applied for and 

received similar grants in past several years to control the Viper Grass in the area.  The grant 

would be from July 2022 through June 2023.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to 

approve the grant agreement with the Utah Department of Agriculture and Food, second 

Commissioner Brown, unanimous. 

 

Refund for overpayment approved: 

Assessor Amy Garren-Clark then requested a refund of $733.32 to Blue Ridge Transport in 

Joseph, noting there was an error on a trailer renewal at the DMV.  She noted that the Tax 

Commission had charged on an MSRP incorrectly resulting in a refund.  After discussion, 

Commissioner Brown moved to approve the refund as recommended, second Commissioner 

Johnson, unanimous. 

 

Assignment Order with Jones & DeMille for Floodplain Development approved: 

Building Inspector/Zoning Administrator Jason Mackelprang reviewed with the Commissioners 

an Assignment Order between Sevier County and Jones & DeMille Engineering to help provide 

engineering services in relation to a Custom Floodplain Development Permit which would tailer 

a permit to Sevier County and help ascertain the flood plain of Sevier County and would be used 

in approving Building Permits.  After discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the 

Assignment Order for the Custom Floodplain Development Permit, second Commissioner 

Brown, unanimous. 

 

No action taken on concerns expressed to Commission regarding Austin Community SSD: 

Fred Lewis then read a two-page letter to the Commission expressing his request to amend 

Resolution 2022-3-1 annexing property to the Austin Community Special Service District as he 

felt that it was done illegally and needed to be redone.  He said the Resolution indicates there 

were no protests to the action, and he knows of two.  Mr. Lewis also said he was unable to get a 

copy of the proposed annexation until after the change had already been done.  He then 

suggested that one of the Commissioners should have recused himself from the decision as he 

has property that borders the special service district that could provide the Commissioners with 

additional income, and that the Fairweather Estates was not included in any of the 

advertisements.  The Commission took no action but did take the matter under advisement to see 

of anything needed to be done at a later time.   

 

Bookmobile Contract for 2022-2023 approved: 

The Commission then reviewed a USL Memorandum of Agreement for bookmobile services in 

Sevier County from July 2022 through June 2023 at a fee of approximately $39,204, which is 

similar to the fee of the last few years.  The Commissioners discussed the value of the 

bookmobile to the area, noting it is vital to our area and helps citizens of all ages.  After 
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discussion, Commissioner Johnson moved to approve the agreement, second Commissioner 

Brown, unanimous. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, meeting adjourned at 2:15 p.m.  


