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“The government of Bell County, Texas, exists to 
promote and sustain a superior quality of life in 

Central Texas.  In partnership with our communities 
and citizens, we pledge to deliver cost-effective services 

in a personal, responsive, and innovative manner.”

Bell County Mission Statement 



BELL COUNTY
Commissioners Court 

& 
County Auditor

• David Blackburn, County 
Judge

• Russell Schneider, County 
Commissioner Pct. 1

• Bobby Whitson, County 
Commissioner Pct. 2

• Greg Reynolds, County 
Commissioner Pct. 3

• Louie Minor, County 
Commissioner Pct. 4

• Tina Entrop, County Auditor
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BELL COUNTY
FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

• Bond rating is an indicator of the financial health and strength of an entity
• County Bond Rating by Standard & Poor’s is currently AA+, ‘very strong’ 

and the 2nd highest ranking available under the S&P rankings
• Factors that have elevated County bond rating to AA+:

• Diversifying & expanding economic base, with a significant military presence
• Strong financial performance with high general fund reserves, and
• Moderate debt burden with limited future capital needs.

• Unassigned Fund Balance has a 4 Month Reserve (3 months is minimum) 
• Among Lowest Ad Valorem Tax Rate in the Region and the State

• Excellent Financial Condition – “Strong due to conservative budgeting 
practices.”

• Standard & Poor’s states – “We view the county’s management as very 
strong, with strong financial policies and practices.”
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Bell County Actual Population   

•1990 - 191,073

•2000 - 237,974

•2010 – 310,235

•2020 – 370,647

•2025 – 404,841*

2000-2010 Growth Rates
•Bell County – 30.4%

•Texas – 20.6%

•United States – 9.7%

2011-2020 Growth Rates
•Bell County – 16.6%

•Texas – 13.5%

•United States – 6.4%

*Projected by Texas Demographics
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BELL COUNTY
PROPERTY VALUES

Taxable Assessed Values
2017 – 2026

Net Increase per certified tax role includes:
51% New Value
49% Reappraisals



Sales Tax Receipts
• 2016 --- $17,882,330
• 2017 --- $18,620,045
• 2018 --- $19,304,894
• 2019 --- $20,839,897
• 2020 --- $23,089,465
• 2021 --- $27,649,376
• 2022 --- $31,214,765
• 2023 --- $33,349,130
• 2024 --- $34,336,678
• 2025 --- $35,827,440 Projected

– Projected increase over 2024 is 4.34%
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State Imposed Services & Resulting 
Property Tax Rate Costs 

• 100% DV & Spouse Exemption -- 4.48¢
– Revenue loss of $18.5M net of State reimb. of $1.75M
      for a net loss of $16.75M

• Indigent Health Care (Medical/Admin) -- 2.61¢
– Net Cost of $9.28M & $753K

• Over 65 Exemption -- 1.43¢
– Revenue loss of $5.3M 

• Indigent Defense (not including CPS)  --                                                              1.14¢
– Total cost of $4.48M less State reimb. of $220K
      for a net cost of $4.26M  

• CPS Courts -- .52¢
– Net cost of $1.25M

• AgriLife Extension Assistance -- .12¢
– Net cost of $461K

• County Court at Law Judges Salary --  .09¢
– State mandated County portion of salaries – Net cost of $352K

• DPS Assistance -- .07¢
– Assistance & Equipment net cost of $170K
– Communication Center usage net cost of $95K     

• Juvenile Justice Alternative Education -- .07¢
– Net cost of $275K 
Total on Tax Rate  $39.3M -- 10.53¢ 8
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Bell County Disabled Veterans 
Homestead & Surviving Spouse 

Tax Exemption

2009-2010 2024-2025 2025-2026 % Diff. Tax Effect

(first full year)

Count 701 15,179 16,950 11.67%

Taxable Value $ 87,302,647 $4,800,657,217 $5,553,297,540 15.68%

Actual Tax 353,925 16,538,264 18,475,821 11.72%

Reimbursement 0.00 2,091,000 1,750,000 (16.31%)

Taxes 
Exempted $   353,925 $    14,447,264 $    16,725,821 15.77% 4.48 cents



BELL COUNTY
2025-2026 PROPOSED BUDGET

GENERAL FUND

 REVENUES           $ 165,408,728
 EXPENDITURES          $ 165,408,728
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2025-2026 PROPOSED REVENUES 
GENERAL FUND

 Property Taxes $  92,521,600
        (current & delinquent)
 State Rev. for 100% DV $    1,750,000
 Sales Tax  $  37,400,000
 Fees of Office                 $  10,334,300
 Fines and Forfeitures $ 2,371,500
 Interest & Other $    5,915,060
 Licenses & Permits  $    4,498,000
 Grants/Reimbursements $    3,059,750
 Jail Inmate Lease  $    2,750,000
 Detention Center Lease $       550,000
 Other Transfers $    2,438,728
 Hotel Occupancy Tax $    1,819,790
   $165,408,728
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REVENUE HISTORY
GENERAL FUND

• 2022  $115,792,240
- Tax rate decreased to $.3680

• 2023  $129,539,080
- Tax rate decreased to $.3160

• 2024  $145,411,890
- Tax rate decreased to $.2914

• 2025  $160,766,183
- Tax rate increased to $.3237

• 2026  $165,408,728
- Tax rate to decrease to $.3128
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2026 PROPOSED GENERAL FUND
EXPENDITURES - $ 165,408,728

Percent of Total 
Expenditures

Operations  39%

Personnel
61%

Personnel
Operations
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Personnel           $ 101,252,486
• Elected/Appointed $   3,278,504
• Dept Heads  $   2,065,516
• Employees  $ 71,432,355
• Benefits  $ 24,476,111
Operating Expenses         $  64,156,242
            $ 165,408,728

 



EXPENDITURE HISTORY
GENERAL FUND – ADOPTED & PROPOSED

•2022     $118,792,240

•2023    $130,534,546

•2024    $160,461,890

•2025    $160,766,183

•2026    $165,408,728
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Increase for New Positions
13 positions – 9 Judicial, 2 Public Safety & 4 Other

Increase for FY25 public safety positions
          Positions started 1/1/2025 – budgeted at 75% in FY25

Statutorily mandated salary changes paid by State
Statutorily mandated salary changes paid by County
Salary changes
County-wide pay increase
2% Cost of Living

Merit Pay 
Reclassifications

12 reclassifications – 5 Public Safety, 3 Judicial, 2 R&B & 2 Other

Overtime, Part-time, and Other Pay Types
Changes in Benefit Rates and other 

Total

$1,265,118

1,198,915

72,450
157,546
285,143

1,639,446

905,662
56,237

(55,163)
(989,951)

$4,535,403

Personnel Expenditures: Change
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2026 GENERAL FUND HIGHLIGHTS

All Above Totals Include Benefits (social security, workers 
comp, unemployment, retirement, health and dental insurance, etc.)



Public Safety
Jail   Food & Food Services

Jail Medical Services
Contracting Inmate Services at other Facilities

Communication Center Contribution
Other Operating Costs

Software Subscriptions/Maintenance
Utilities
Insurance
Other Increases/Decreases

Equipment and Capital 

Vehicles - total for 2025 is 30 vehicles at a total cost of $2,293,983
 total for 2026 is 19 vehicles at a total cost of $1,575,000 – Public Safety – 15, R&B – 1, Other 3 

Technology Refresh
Transfer to Pay as You Go Capital Projects

Total            

($2,025,457)
3,257,410
(886,880)
(903,378)

844,726
556,100
353,500
(98,021)

(718,983)

529,530
(1,713,250)

($804,703)

Non-Personnel Expenditures: 
                    

Change
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2026 GENERAL FUND HIGHLIGHTS



FUND BALANCE HISTORY
GENERAL FUND

• 2022  $  62,724,958
- 5.8 Months Reserve unassigned FB
 

• 2023  $  67,098,234
- 5.5 Months Reserve unassigned FB

• 2024  $  58,941,495
- Includes reduction for planned use of 

fund balance for one-time capital 
projects

- 4.4 Months Reserve unassigned FB

• 2025  $  60,182,000
- Projected Fund Balance
- 4.4 Months Reserve unassigned FB

• 2026  $  60,182,000
- Projected Fund Balance
- 4.2 Months Reserve unassigned FB

17

 $35,000,000

 $40,000,000

 $45,000,000

 $50,000,000

 $55,000,000

 $60,000,000

 $65,000,000

 $70,000,000

2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Fund Balance History



BELL COUNTY PROPOSED REVENUES
OPERATING FUNDS - $200,728,960

  2025-2026

18Note:  Operating budget includes General Fund, Road & Bridge Precinct Funds, Debt Service Funds, Indigent Health Fund and the Jury Fund 
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BELL COUNTY PROPOSED EXPENDITURES
OPERATING FUNDS - $200,728,960

2025-2026
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Note:  Operating budget includes General Fund, Road & Bridge Precinct Funds, Debt Service Funds, Indigent Health Fund and the Jury Fund 

General 
Administration

6.48%

Financial, HR & 
Technology Support

6.44%

County Clerk, Elections 
& Tax Assessor

3.56%

Building Maintenance
5.45%

Judicial, Legal & 
District Clerk      

14.91%
Public Safety (Including 

Jail & Juvenile Detention)
39.19%

Health & Human 
Services 
0.96%

Countywide Road & 
Bridge 
11.80%

Extension 
Service/Conservation

0.41%

Jury
0.10%

Indigent Health 
1.36%

Debt Service
8.37%

Capital
0.97%



20

Bell County All Funds 

OPERATING FUNDS
General Fund 165,408,728   
Debt Service 16,807,893     
Road District, Indigent & Other 18,512,339     

TOTAL OPERATING FUNDS 200,728,960   
OTHER FUNDS

American Rescue Plan Funding (non-capital) 890,000         
Grant Funding (includes $1.6M of COPS & $.4M of Byrne Grants) 15,829,925     
Designated Funds 16,573,228     
Other 757,869         

TOTAL OTHER FUNDS 34,051,022     
TOTAL FUNDS OF BELL COUNTY 234,779,982   

 
 

In addition, there are $26.7M in Capital Projects to be funded by Debt 
Proceeds and Transfers from General Fund


Sheet1

		OPERATING FUNDS

		General Fund				165,408,728

		Debt Service				16,807,893

		Road District, Indigent & Other				18,512,339

		TOTAL OPERATING FUNDS				200,728,960



		OTHER FUNDS

		American Rescue Plan Funding (non-capital)				890,000

		Grant Funding (includes $1.6M of COPS & $.4M of Byrne Grants)				15,829,925

		Designated Funds				16,573,228

		Other				757,869

		TOTAL OTHER FUNDS				34,051,022



		TOTAL FUNDS OF BELL COUNTY				234,779,982



		 

		 









2026 BUDGET
PROPOSED TAX RATE

 Bell County and Road District
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Bell County *
Road 

District** Total

Current Rate 32.37¢ 2.08¢ 34.45¢

Proposed  Rate 31.28¢ 1.99¢ 33.27¢

Change (1.09¢) (.09¢) (1.18¢)

*Bell County Tax Rate = Tax Rate for Maintenance/Operations and Debt Service
 **Road District Tax Rate = Tax Rate for the Road and Bridge Maintenance Funds



BELL COUNTY
2017 - 2026 Property Tax Rates

Note:  Taxes for Over 65/Disabled are Frozen

Year     Bell County  Road District          Total
2016-2017     42.12¢          2.99¢           45.11¢

2017-2018     42.12¢          2.99¢           45.11¢ 

2018-2019     42.12¢          2.99¢           45.11¢ 

2019-2020     42.08¢          2.92¢           45.00¢

2020-2021     39.68¢          2.85¢           42.53¢

2021-2022     36.80¢          2.63¢           39.43¢

2022-2023     31.60¢          2.33¢           33.93¢

2023-2024     29.14¢           2.11¢           31.25¢

2024-2025     32.37¢           2.08¢           34.45¢

2025-2026     31.28¢           1.99¢           33.27¢
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Tax Rate Impact 
on 

   Average Home Value 
County’s FY2026 budget proposal:
2025 tax rate:  34.45 cents per $100 of valuation
2026 proposed tax rate: 33.27 cents per $100 of valuation
Assumptions:
  - average taxable home value of $286,887
  - appraised value from 2025 is unchanged
2025 average county tax bill: $988.33
2026 average county tax bill: $954.47 
         Annual Decrease:     ($  33.86)

($2.82 a month)
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Bell County
City of 

Temple**
City of 

Killeen**
City of 

Belton**

City of 
Harker 

Heights **

Current Rate 0.3445 0.6265 0.6573 0.5225 0.5200
No New Revenue Rate 0.3327 N/A 0.6487 0.4966 0.5132
Voter Approved Rate 0.3855 N/A 0.7015 0.5314 0.5776
(Includes unused Increment Rate)

Current Rate 0.3445 0.6265 0.6573 0.5225 0.5200
Proposed Change (0.0118) 0.1235 0.0441 0.0075 0.0050
Proposed Rate 0.3327 0.7500 0.7014 0.5300 0.5250

SCHOOL DISTRICTS

Temple ISD* Belton ISD *
Temple/TISD 14%

Current Rate 1.1489 1.1494 0.8758 Killeen/KISD 16%
Proposed Rate 1.1372 N/A N/A Belton/BISD 16%

Harker Heights/KISD 18%
*  Current rate  County/BISD 22%
** Proposed rate (not yet adopted)

 

  Killeen ISD *

2025- 2026 BUDGET
PROPOSED TAX RATE COMPARISONS

 
% of Tax Bill

for Bell County


FY2026

		2025- 2026 BUDGET

		PROPOSED TAX RATE COMPARISONS



				Bell County		City of Temple**		City of Killeen**		City of Belton**		City of Harker Heights **



		Current Rate		0.3445		0.6265		0.6573		0.5225		0.5200

		No New Revenue Rate		0.3327		N/A		0.6487		0.4966		0.5132

		Voter Approved Rate		0.3855		N/A		0.7015		0.5314		0.5776

		(Includes unused Increment Rate)

		Current Rate		0.3445		0.6265		0.6573		0.5225		0.5200

		Proposed Change		(0.0118)		0.1235		0.0441		0.0075		0.0050

		Proposed Rate		0.3327		0.7500		0.7014		0.5300		0.5250





												 

		SCHOOL DISTRICTS										% of Tax Bill

												for Bell County

				Temple ISD*		Belton ISD *		  Killeen ISD *

												Temple/TISD				14%

		Current Rate		1.1489		1.1494		0.8758				Killeen/KISD				16%

		Proposed Rate		1.1372		N/A		N/A				Belton/BISD				16%

												Harker Heights/KISD				18%

		*  Current rate  										County/BISD				22%

		** Proposed rate (not yet adopted)

										 

										 

										 

		$0.01 Increase in Tax Rate Generates $		City of Temple		City of Belton		City of Killeen		City of Harker Heights

				$404,770		218,372		$985,863		$285,000







FY2025

		2024 - 2025 BUDGET

		PROPOSED TAX RATE COMPARISONS



				Bell County		City of Temple**		City of Killeen**		City of Belton**		City of Harker Heights **



		Current Rate		0.3125		0.6130		0.6208		0.5326		0.5250

		No New Revenue Rate		0.3009		0.5889		0.5996		0.5136		0.5067

		Voter Approved Rate		0.3687		0.6265		0.7114		0.5329		0.6547

		(Includes unused Increment Rate)

		Current Rate		0.3125		0.6130		0.6208		0.5326		0.5250

		Proposed Change		0.0320		0.0135		0.0365		(0.0017)		0.0050

		Proposed Rate		0.3445		0.6265		0.6573		0.5309		0.5300





												 

		SCHOOL DISTRICTS										% of Tax Bill

												for Bell County

				Temple ISD**		Belton ISD **		  Killeen ISD *

												Temple/TISD				15%

		Current Rate		1.1489		1.1517		0.8501				Killeen/KISD				18%

		Proposed Rate		1.0987		1.1494		0.8501				Belton/BISD				17%

												Harker Heights/KISD				19%

		*  Current rate  										County/BISD				23%

		** Proposed rate (not yet adopted)

										 

										 

										 

		$0.01 Increase in Tax Rate Generates $		City of Temple		City of Belton		City of Killeen		City of Harker Heights

				$404,770		218,372		$985,863		$285,000







FY2024

		2023 - 2024 BUDGET

		PROPOSED TAX RATE COMPARISONS



				Bell County		City of Temple**		City of Killeen**		City of Belton**		City of Harker Heights **



		Current Rate		0.3393		0.6130		0.6233		0.5850		0.5800

		No New Tax Rate		0.3016		0.5456		0.5473		0.5232		0.4431

		Voter Approved Rate		0.3992		0.6272		0.7075		0.5400		0.5140

		(Includes unused Increment Rate)

		Current Rate		0.3393		0.6130		0.6233		0.5850		0.5800

		Proposed Change		(0.0268)		0.0000		(0.0025)		(0.0524)		(0.0660)

		Proposed Rate		0.3125		0.6130		0.6208		0.5326		0.5140







												 

		SCHOOL DISTRICTS										% of Tax Bill

												for Bell County

				Temple ISD*		Belton ISD *		  Killeen ISD **

												Temple/TISD				14%

		Current Rate		1.2400		1.3397		1.0166				Killeen/KISD				16%

		Proposed Rate		1.1403		1.3371		0.8501				Belton/BISD				14%

												Harker Heights/KISD				17%

		*  Current rate  										County/BISD				19%

		** Proposed rate (not yet adopted)

										 

										 

										 

		$0.01 Increase in Tax Rate Generates $		City of Temple		City of Belton		City of Killeen		City of Harker Heights

				$404,770		218,372		$985,863		$285,000







Revised

		2022 - 2023 BUDGET

		PROPOSED TAX RATE COMPARISONS



				Bell County		City of Temple**		City of Killeen**		City of Belton**		City of Harker Heights **



		Current Rate		0.3943		0.6400		0.7004		0.6300		0.6519

		No New Tax Rate		0.3393		0.5227		0.6059		0.5594		0.5638

		Voter Approved Rate		0.4208		0.6287		0.7559		0.6196		0.6099

		(Includes unused Increment Rate)

		Current Rate		0.3943		0.6400		0.7004		0.6300		0.6519

		Proposed Change		(0.0550)		(0.0165)		(0.0771)		(0.0450)		(0.0719)

		Proposed Rate		0.3393		0.6235		0.6233		0.5850		0.5800





																				% of Tax Bill



		SCHOOL DISTRICTS																		for Bell County



				Temple ISD**		Belton ISD **		  Killeen ISD **												Temple/TISD				14%

																				Killeen/KISD				16%

		Current Rate		1.2353		1.3571		1.0432												Belton/BISD				15%

		Proposed Rate		1.2400		1.3397		1.0166												Harker Heights/KISD				16%

																				County/BISD				20%

		*  Current rate  

		** Proposed rate (not yet adopted)

										 

										 

										 

		$0.01 Increase in Tax Rate Generates $		City of Temple		City of Belton		City of Killeen		City of Harker Heights

				$   494,578.00		$   122,885.00		$   626,323.00		$   188,744.00





Original

		2021 - 2022 BUDGET

		PROPOSED TAX RATE COMPARISONS



				Bell County		City of Temple		City of Killeen		City of Belton		City of Harker Heights *



		Current Rate		0.4253		0.6525		0.7330		0.6300		0.6770

		No New Tax Rate		0.4242		0.6090		0.6713		0.5910		0.6391

		Voter Approved Rate		0.4464		0.6606		0.8357		0.6377		0.6988

		(Includes unused Increment Rate)

		Current Rate		0.4253		0.6525		0.7330		0.6300		0.6770

		Proposed Change		(0.0310)		(0.0100)		(0.0100)		(0.0100)		0.0000

		Proposed Rate		0.3943		0.6425		0.7230		0.6200		0.6770





																				% of Tax Bill



		SCHOOL DISTRICTS																		for Bell County



				Temple ISD		Belton ISD *		  Killeen ISD *												Temple/TISD				16%

																				Killeen/KISD				16%

		Current Rate		1.2838		1.3651		1.0895												Belton/BISD				16%

		Proposed Rate		1.2570		1.3651		1.0895												Harker Heights/KISD				17%

																				County/BISD				22%

		*  Rate shown is the FY2021 rate.  

		    Proposed rate for FY2022 not yet adopted

										 

										 

										 

		$0.01 Increase in Tax Rate Generates $		City of Temple		City of Belton		City of Killeen		City of Harker Heights

				$   494,578.00		$   122,885.00		$   626,323.00		$   188,744.00







 

2025-2026 BUDGET 

SURROUND ING COUNTIES TAX RATES 

Surrounding 
Counties Average 

0.446951 

Bell County 
0.33270 

Hamilton County 
0.350000 

Coryell County 
0.4737 

McLennan County 
0.339805 

Falls County 
0.65363 

Robertson County 
* 0.446940 

Brazos County 
0.39700 

Milam County 
0.542000 

Travis County 
0.344450 

Williamson County 
0.399999 

Burnet County 
0.361100 

Lampasas County 
0.5260 

San Saba County 
 0.51000 

Mills County 
0.5800 

* Rate Shown 
is the FY2025 
Rate, as the 
Proposed/ 

Recommended 
Tax Rate for 

FY2026 not yet 
available 
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FY2026 Projects
Current and/or Recently 

Completed Projects  
– Public Safety $ 105.7M

• Expansion of General Population 
and addition of Mental Health 
Wing

• Radio System Expansion
• Various Jail Projects
• Various Juvenile Detention 

Projects
– Facilities $ 5.18M

• Replace Justice Center Chillers & 
Boiler

• Replace EXPO Arena Seating
• Various Other Projects

26

Upcoming Scheduled Projects

– Public Safety $ 5.14M
• Continuation of Radio 

System Expansion
• Various Jail Projects
• Various Juvenile Detention 

Projects
– Facilities $14M 

• Killeen Annex
• Temple Annex
• Various Other Projects

– Road Project $ 3M
• Chaparral Road

Projects funded by Debt Funding, Transfers from General Fund, 
and Grants



Next to Last Slide
- The FY2026 Proposed Budget will be posted on our website 

- 1st page of Proposed Budget is confusing (but mandated by state law)
- The 1st page says, in part, :

- “This budget will raise more revenue from property taxes than last year’s 
budget by an amount of $5,128,502 which is a 4.129% increase from last 
year’s budget.  The property tax revenue to be raised from new property 
added to the roll this year is $4,702,183.”

- The difference between the $5,128,502 and $4,702,183 ($426,139) is the new 
revenue that is raised from the proposed tax rate on property that has had an 
increase in value as set by the Appraisal District (not by Bell County) 

- The Proposed Tax Rates for FY2026 are $0.0118 lower than the FY2025 
Rates.
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Budget and 
Tax Rate 
Adoption 
Calendar

- Three public hearings:

- Wednesday, August 20 at 6 pm 
… Tax Rate Public Hearing

- Monday, August 25 at 9 am … 
Budget Public Hearing

- Monday, August 25 at 9 am …
 Tax Rate Public Hearing 



BELL 
COUNTY
Proposed 2025-
2026 Tax Rates
   

August 20, 2025
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• This is a public hearing on the Proposed 
Tax Rate for FY2026

• There is no action to be taken today

• Monday, August 25th, is the date for the 
Court to vote on the Tax Rate and the 
FY2026 Budget

30



2026 BUDGET
PROPOSED TAX RATE

 Bell County and Road District

31

Bell County *
Road 

District** Total

Current Rate 32.37¢ 2.08¢ 34.45¢

Proposed  Rate 31.28¢ 1.99¢ 33.27¢

Change (1.09¢) (.09¢) (1.18¢)

*Bell County Tax Rate = Tax Rate for Maintenance/Operations and Debt Service
 **Road District Tax Rate = Tax Rate for the Road and Bridge Maintenance Funds
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Notice of Meeting to Vote on Tax Rate - Continued



Here’s What 
the State 
Dictated 
Notice 

Doesn’t Tell 
You

• County sets 2 separate tax rates
– ‘General Fund’ tax rate & ‘Road 

District’ tax rate
–  General Fund 

• Maintenance & Operations, 
Debt Service

• Funds Sheriff’s Dept, Jail, 
Courts, etc

– General Fund tax rate 
• Currently set at 32.37¢ … 

proposed to decrease to 
31.28¢ … decrease of 1.09¢ 
… decrease of 3.4%
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More of 
what the 

State 
Dictated 
Notice 

Doesn’t Tell 
You

• The Road District tax 
– Partially supports road and bridge 

maintenance and operations 
• Road District Fund tax pays for 50% 
• General Fund pays for 50%

 
– Current Road District tax rate is 

2.08¢ … proposed decrease RD tax 
rate is 1.99¢ … a decrease of .09¢ 
… a decrease of 4.3%
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So … 
If all these 
rates are 

decreasing, 
why do my 

taxes 
increase? 

• There are two factors that can cause 
your taxes to increase

• One of them is the tax rate…which 
Bell County sets 

• The other factor that can cause your 
taxes to increase is the value that the 
Appraisal District sets for your 
property
– This year the Appraisal District 

increased values on residential 
properties, on average, about 8%

• So, if your property value was 
increased by the Appraisal District, 
even decreases by the County in 
your tax rate could still result in an 
increase in what you pay in taxes

37
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2026 BUDGET
PROPOSED TAX RATE

 Bell County and Road District

39

Bell County *
Road 

District** Total

Current Rate 32.37¢ 2.08¢ 34.45¢

Proposed  Rate 31.28¢ 1.99¢ 33.27¢

Change (1.09¢) (.09¢) (1.18¢)

*Bell County Tax Rate = Tax Rate for Maintenance/Operations and Debt Service
 **Road District Tax Rate = Tax Rate for the Road and Bridge Maintenance Funds



BELL COUNTY
2017 - 2026 Property Tax Rates

Note:  Taxes for Over 65/Disabled are Frozen

Year     Bell County  Road District          Total
2016-2017     42.12¢          2.99¢           45.11¢

2017-2018     42.12¢          2.99¢           45.11¢ 

2018-2019     42.12¢          2.99¢           45.11¢ 

2019-2020     42.08¢          2.92¢           45.00¢

2020-2021     39.68¢          2.85¢           42.53¢

2021-2022     36.80¢          2.63¢           39.43¢

2022-2023     31.60¢          2.33¢           33.93¢

2023-2024     29.14¢           2.11¢           31.25¢

2024-2025     32.37¢           2.08¢           34.45¢

2025-2026     31.28¢           1.99¢           33.27¢
40



Tax Rate Impact 
on 

   Average Home Value 
County’s FY2026 budget proposal:
2025 tax rate:  34.45 cents per $100 of valuation
2026 proposed tax rate: 33.27 cents per $100 of valuation
Assumptions:
  - average taxable home value of $286,887
  - appraised value from 2025 is unchanged
2025 average county tax bill: $988.33
2026 average county tax bill: $954.47 
         Annual Decrease:     ($  33.86)

($2.82 a month)
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Bell County
City of 

Temple**
City of 

Killeen**
City of 

Belton**

City of 
Harker 

Heights **

Current Rate 0.3445 0.6265 0.6573 0.5225 0.5200
No New Revenue Rate 0.3327 N/A 0.6487 0.4966 0.5132
Voter Approved Rate 0.3855 N/A 0.7015 0.5314 0.5776
(Includes unused Increment Rate)

Current Rate 0.3445 0.6265 0.6573 0.5225 0.5200
Proposed Change (0.0118) 0.1235 0.0441 0.0075 0.0050
Proposed Rate 0.3327 0.7500 0.7014 0.5300 0.5250

SCHOOL DISTRICTS

Temple ISD* Belton ISD *
Temple/TISD 14%

Current Rate 1.1489 1.1494 0.8758 Killeen/KISD 16%
Proposed Rate 1.1372 N/A N/A Belton/BISD 16%

Harker Heights/KISD 18%
*  Current rate  County/BISD 22%
** Proposed rate (not yet adopted)

 

  Killeen ISD *

2025- 2026 BUDGET
PROPOSED TAX RATE COMPARISONS

 
% of Tax Bill

for Bell County


FY2026

		2025- 2026 BUDGET

		PROPOSED TAX RATE COMPARISONS



				Bell County		City of Temple**		City of Killeen**		City of Belton**		City of Harker Heights **



		Current Rate		0.3445		0.6265		0.6573		0.5225		0.5200

		No New Revenue Rate		0.3327		N/A		0.6487		0.4966		0.5132

		Voter Approved Rate		0.3855		N/A		0.7015		0.5314		0.5776

		(Includes unused Increment Rate)

		Current Rate		0.3445		0.6265		0.6573		0.5225		0.5200

		Proposed Change		(0.0118)		0.1235		0.0441		0.0075		0.0050

		Proposed Rate		0.3327		0.7500		0.7014		0.5300		0.5250





												 

		SCHOOL DISTRICTS										% of Tax Bill

												for Bell County

				Temple ISD*		Belton ISD *		  Killeen ISD *

												Temple/TISD				14%

		Current Rate		1.1489		1.1494		0.8758				Killeen/KISD				16%

		Proposed Rate		1.1372		N/A		N/A				Belton/BISD				16%

												Harker Heights/KISD				18%

		*  Current rate  										County/BISD				22%

		** Proposed rate (not yet adopted)

										 

										 

										 

		$0.01 Increase in Tax Rate Generates $		City of Temple		City of Belton		City of Killeen		City of Harker Heights

				$404,770		218,372		$985,863		$285,000







FY2025

		2024 - 2025 BUDGET

		PROPOSED TAX RATE COMPARISONS



				Bell County		City of Temple**		City of Killeen**		City of Belton**		City of Harker Heights **



		Current Rate		0.3125		0.6130		0.6208		0.5326		0.5250

		No New Revenue Rate		0.3009		0.5889		0.5996		0.5136		0.5067

		Voter Approved Rate		0.3687		0.6265		0.7114		0.5329		0.6547

		(Includes unused Increment Rate)

		Current Rate		0.3125		0.6130		0.6208		0.5326		0.5250

		Proposed Change		0.0320		0.0135		0.0365		(0.0017)		0.0050

		Proposed Rate		0.3445		0.6265		0.6573		0.5309		0.5300





												 

		SCHOOL DISTRICTS										% of Tax Bill

												for Bell County

				Temple ISD**		Belton ISD **		  Killeen ISD *

												Temple/TISD				15%

		Current Rate		1.1489		1.1517		0.8501				Killeen/KISD				18%

		Proposed Rate		1.0987		1.1494		0.8501				Belton/BISD				17%

												Harker Heights/KISD				19%

		*  Current rate  										County/BISD				23%

		** Proposed rate (not yet adopted)

										 

										 

										 

		$0.01 Increase in Tax Rate Generates $		City of Temple		City of Belton		City of Killeen		City of Harker Heights

				$404,770		218,372		$985,863		$285,000







FY2024

		2023 - 2024 BUDGET

		PROPOSED TAX RATE COMPARISONS



				Bell County		City of Temple**		City of Killeen**		City of Belton**		City of Harker Heights **



		Current Rate		0.3393		0.6130		0.6233		0.5850		0.5800

		No New Tax Rate		0.3016		0.5456		0.5473		0.5232		0.4431

		Voter Approved Rate		0.3992		0.6272		0.7075		0.5400		0.5140

		(Includes unused Increment Rate)

		Current Rate		0.3393		0.6130		0.6233		0.5850		0.5800

		Proposed Change		(0.0268)		0.0000		(0.0025)		(0.0524)		(0.0660)

		Proposed Rate		0.3125		0.6130		0.6208		0.5326		0.5140







												 

		SCHOOL DISTRICTS										% of Tax Bill

												for Bell County

				Temple ISD*		Belton ISD *		  Killeen ISD **

												Temple/TISD				14%

		Current Rate		1.2400		1.3397		1.0166				Killeen/KISD				16%

		Proposed Rate		1.1403		1.3371		0.8501				Belton/BISD				14%

												Harker Heights/KISD				17%

		*  Current rate  										County/BISD				19%

		** Proposed rate (not yet adopted)

										 

										 

										 

		$0.01 Increase in Tax Rate Generates $		City of Temple		City of Belton		City of Killeen		City of Harker Heights

				$404,770		218,372		$985,863		$285,000







Revised

		2022 - 2023 BUDGET

		PROPOSED TAX RATE COMPARISONS



				Bell County		City of Temple**		City of Killeen**		City of Belton**		City of Harker Heights **



		Current Rate		0.3943		0.6400		0.7004		0.6300		0.6519

		No New Tax Rate		0.3393		0.5227		0.6059		0.5594		0.5638

		Voter Approved Rate		0.4208		0.6287		0.7559		0.6196		0.6099

		(Includes unused Increment Rate)

		Current Rate		0.3943		0.6400		0.7004		0.6300		0.6519

		Proposed Change		(0.0550)		(0.0165)		(0.0771)		(0.0450)		(0.0719)

		Proposed Rate		0.3393		0.6235		0.6233		0.5850		0.5800





																				% of Tax Bill



		SCHOOL DISTRICTS																		for Bell County



				Temple ISD**		Belton ISD **		  Killeen ISD **												Temple/TISD				14%

																				Killeen/KISD				16%

		Current Rate		1.2353		1.3571		1.0432												Belton/BISD				15%

		Proposed Rate		1.2400		1.3397		1.0166												Harker Heights/KISD				16%

																				County/BISD				20%

		*  Current rate  

		** Proposed rate (not yet adopted)

										 

										 

										 

		$0.01 Increase in Tax Rate Generates $		City of Temple		City of Belton		City of Killeen		City of Harker Heights

				$   494,578.00		$   122,885.00		$   626,323.00		$   188,744.00





Original

		2021 - 2022 BUDGET

		PROPOSED TAX RATE COMPARISONS



				Bell County		City of Temple		City of Killeen		City of Belton		City of Harker Heights *



		Current Rate		0.4253		0.6525		0.7330		0.6300		0.6770

		No New Tax Rate		0.4242		0.6090		0.6713		0.5910		0.6391

		Voter Approved Rate		0.4464		0.6606		0.8357		0.6377		0.6988

		(Includes unused Increment Rate)

		Current Rate		0.4253		0.6525		0.7330		0.6300		0.6770

		Proposed Change		(0.0310)		(0.0100)		(0.0100)		(0.0100)		0.0000

		Proposed Rate		0.3943		0.6425		0.7230		0.6200		0.6770





																				% of Tax Bill



		SCHOOL DISTRICTS																		for Bell County



				Temple ISD		Belton ISD *		  Killeen ISD *												Temple/TISD				16%

																				Killeen/KISD				16%

		Current Rate		1.2838		1.3651		1.0895												Belton/BISD				16%

		Proposed Rate		1.2570		1.3651		1.0895												Harker Heights/KISD				17%

																				County/BISD				22%

		*  Rate shown is the FY2021 rate.  

		    Proposed rate for FY2022 not yet adopted

										 

										 

										 

		$0.01 Increase in Tax Rate Generates $		City of Temple		City of Belton		City of Killeen		City of Harker Heights

				$   494,578.00		$   122,885.00		$   626,323.00		$   188,744.00







 

2025-2026 BUDGET 

SURROUND ING COUNTIES TAX RATES 

Surrounding 
Counties Average 

0.446951 

Bell County 
0.33270 

Hamilton County 
0.350000 

Coryell County 
0.4737 

McLennan County 
0.339805 

Falls County 
0.65363 

Robertson County 
* 0.446940 

Brazos County 
0.39700 

Milam County 
0.542000 

Travis County 
0.344450 

Williamson County 
0.399999 

Burnet County 
0.361100 

Lampasas County 
0.5260 

San Saba County 
 0.51000 

Mills County 
0.5800 

* Rate Shown 
is the FY2025 
Rate, as the 
Proposed/ 

Recommended 
Tax Rate for 

FY2026 not yet 
available 
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2026 BUDGET
PROPOSED TAX RATE

 Bell County and Road District

44

Bell County *
Road 

District** Total

Current Rate 32.37¢ 2.08¢ 34.45¢

Proposed  Rate 31.28¢ 1.99¢ 33.27¢

Change (1.09¢) (.09¢) (1.18¢)

*Bell County Tax Rate = Tax Rate for Maintenance/Operations and Debt Service
 **Road District Tax Rate = Tax Rate for the Road and Bridge Maintenance Funds
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