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City of Brighton 
STUDY SESSION REPORT TO CITY COUNCIL 
July 7, 2022 
 

 

 

 
SUBJECT: DISCUSSION ON SHORT-TERM RENTALS AND THE CITY RENTAL INSPECTION ORDINANCE 

  
ADMINISTRATIVE SUMMARY 
 
This discussion is warranted due to the increasing number of Airbnb rentals in the city and the numerous complaints 
received from residents regarding them. Through staff’s research of the zoning ordinance in April of 2021, staff reviewed 
the zoning ordinance and determined that short-term rental (Airbnb’s) violated the regulations of the zoning district in 
which they are located in. Code enforcement was initiated on four properties found to be operating as Airbnb’s. Of the 
four locations one property owner ignored the code violations and continued operations. The attached letter from the 
city attorney to this property owner was sent, which explains how Airbnb rentals violate the city zoning ordinance. 
 
As you may recall, also occurring at the same time, was the State Legislature’s attempts at passing a Bill to allow short-
term rentals that prohibited the local municipality from regulating them. Our enforcement was suspended until the 
State finished its proceedings, which ultimately did not pass any new laws.  
 
With no recent movement from the State regarding short-term rentals, this spring season staff renewed code 
enforcement against property owners operating Airbnb’s in violation of the zoning ordinance. The following locations 
received a violation letter from the city attorney to cease and desist operations. Our attorney has drafted a second 
notice which has not been sent yet, as we have decided to wait until a discussion on enforcement of Airbnb’s is had with 
City Council. It is also staff’s understanding that the State is potentially moving on another revised Bill regarding this 
topic. 
 
314 E. St. Paul 
Owner: Curley Bungalows, LLC 
905 Madison St 
Brighton, 48116 
 
905 Madison St. 
Owner: Curley Living Trust 
905 Madison St. 
Brighton, 48116 
 

901 Fairway Trails Dr. 
Owner: Donald Reich 
901 Fairway Trails Dr. 
Brighton, 48116 
 
1030 Brighton Lake Rd. 
Owner: Jason Mattison 
15772 Troon Ct. 
Northville, MI 48168-8477 
 

Another issue staff has found in need of attention is the city’s rental registration and inspection program. This ordinance 
was adopted in 2013 prior to short-term rentals becoming a popular choice for consumers. Two of the property owners 
in violation originally registered their parcels as rentals and have since began utilizing them as short-term. These owners 
are stating they have registered their locations as required by the inspection program and are now able to rent as they 
choose. This was obviously not the intent of the rental ordinance adopted. 
 
Prepared by:  Michael Caruso, Community Development Manager 
 
 
Attachment:  Attorney Notice Letter 
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