
Brighton City Council Meeting 
200 N First St ● City Hall Council Chambers ● Brighton, Michigan 48116 

(810) 227-1911 ● www.brightoncity.org

Regular Meeting 
April 20, 2023 – 6:30 p.m. 

AGENDA 

1. Call to order

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Roll call

4. Consider approval of the agenda

5. Consider approval of consent agenda items

Consent Agenda Items 
a. Approval of Minutes: regular meeting of April 6, 2023

Correspondence 

6. Call to the public

7. Staff updates

8. Updates from Councilmember liaisons to various boards and commissions

New Business

9. Consider authorizing the City Manager to approve small, pop-up civic events for the 2023 event season

10. Consider Weekends on West revised Civic Event application

11. Consider approval of Master Plan review work program as submitted by Giffels Webster

Other Business 
12. Call to the public

13. Adjornment



Brighton City Council Meeting 
 

200 N First St ● City Hall Council Chambers ● Brighton, Michigan 48116 
(810) 227-1911 ● www.brightoncity.org 

 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BRIGHTON CITY COUNCIL 

HELD ON APRIL 6, 2023 
 

 
1. Call to order 

 

Mayor Tobbe called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance 

3. Roll call 
Present were Mayor Tobbe, Mayor Pro Tem Bohn, Councilmembers: Albert, Emaus, Gardner, Gipson, and Pettengill. 

Management Present: City Manager Gretchen Gomolka, City Clerk Tara Brown, Finance Director Liz Gaines, Chief 
Brent Pirochta, and Attorney Sarah Gabis. There were approximately thirteen people in the audience. 

4. Consider approval of the agenda 

Motion by Councilmember Emaus, seconded by Councilmember Pettengill to the agenda moving item b from consent 
to new business as item 17a. The motion carried, 7-0. 

5. Consider approval of consent agenda items 

Motion by Councilmember Albert, seconded by Councilmember Pettengill to approve the amended consent agenda. 
The motion carried by roll call vote, 7-0. 

Consent Agenda Items 
a. Approval of Minutes: regular meeting of March 16, 2023 
b. Approval of Police Department Weapons Purchase moved to new business 

c. Approval of resolution #2023-09, Social District License Application by Sidecar Slider Bar, located at 120 
W. Main Street 

d. Approval of Resolution #2023-10, Request for the State of Michigan Legislature/Governor to Include 
Funding in the 2023 Budget for Communities Following Pension Best Practices 
 

Correspondence 
 

6. Call to the public 
 

Mayor Tobbe opened the call to the public at 6:33 p.m. 
 

Dennis Nauss, 125 N. Church St, thanked the city water department and DPW for their fast and responsive work on 
the recent water main break. 
 

Jim Vichich, Brighton Historical Society, spoke regarding the volunteer efforts in the Old Village Cemetery and 
thanked the city for helping to fund various restoration and clean up events in the cemetery. 
 

Diane Philion, 928 Brighton Lake Road and owner of The Pound!, spoke regarding The Pound! and the civic spirit of 
Weekends on West. 
 

Eric Siegal spoke in support of Lynn Wilde from Wilde Theatre and noted that no compromise was reached between 
the two interested parties for the Weekends on West event. 
 

Hearing and seeing no further comment, the call to the public at 6:47 p.m. 
 

7. Staff updates 
 

City Manager Gomolka thanked the DPS and DPW for their fast and prompt work on the recent water main break.  
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Chief Pirochta stated that April is National Distracted Driver Month, he urges all to put the phone down and be safe 
while driving. 
 

Director Goch provided an update on the water main break that occurred during the past weekend stating the fifty-
year-old cast iron pipe broke along a line that had broken almost nine years ago. The boil water advisory was 
precautionary and necessary under EGLE rules. The Summit Street water tower repair and painting has begun. The 
contractors arrived early and are already working. Grand River repairs have begun with ADA ramps, sidewalks, and 
curb. The paving of Grand River is targeted to be complete by June 30, 2023. 

 

8. Updates from Councilmember liaisons to various boards and commissions 
 

Discussion Items 
 

9. Presentation of 2023-24 Budget 
City Manager Gomolka presented the 2023-2024 Fiscal Year Budget, the entire budget presentation will be posted 
online, and a copy of the budget is available for view at the front counter at City Hall or on the city’s website. 

 

10. Discuss options for paving portions of Grand River cut from the streetscape project 
 

Motion by Councilmember Albert, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Bohn to support awarding a contract to Cadillac 
Asphalt for the paving portion of Grand River that was cut from the Main Street Streetscape Project and to instruct 
the City Attorney to review and finalize the proposed contract and to have the City Manager and/or her designee 
present the CMR for review and vote at the first budgetary workshop session. The motion carried, 7-0. 
 

New Business 
 

11. Consider setting City Council budget work session dates 
 

Motion by Councilmember Gardner, seconded by Councilmember Albert to set the City Council Budget Work 
Sessions for April 13 and 17, 2023 beginning at 5:30 p.m. The motion carried, 7-0. 

 

12. Consider Weekends on West revised Civic Event application 
 

Motion by Councilmember Gipson, seconded by Councilmember Emaus to table the consideration of Weekends on 
West revised civic event application. The motion carried by roll call vote, 4-3. Mayor Pro Tem Bohn and 
Councilmembers Albert and Gardner voted no. 

 

13. Consider Ruck to Live revised Civic Event application 
 

Motion by Councilmember Gardner, seconded by Councilmember Pettengill to approve the revised and submitted 
Ruck to Live civic event application. The motion carried, 7-0. 

 

14. Consider authorizing the City Manager to approve pop-up civic events throughout the year 
 

Motion by Councilmember Emaus, seconded by Councilmember Pettengill to table authorizing the City Manager to 
approve pop-up civic events throughout the year. The motion carried, 7-0. 

 

15. Consider staff recommendation on anticipated Robertson Brothers donation 
 

Motion by Councilmember Emaus, seconded by Councilmember Gipson to accept the Robertson Brothers donation 
to be allocated to the Brighton Arts & Culture Commission. The motion carried, 7-0. Approval was granted with a 
point made by Councilmember Emaus that he as one voting member prefers the money be used in direct public 
areas or should be going back to the neighborhood from where it originated. 

 

16. Consider approval of City of Brighton Police Headlee override millage language 
 

Motion by Councilmember Gipson, seconded by Councilmember Pettengill to approve the Police Headlee Override 
Millage ballot language as presented for the next possible election (August or November) and authorize staff to 
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begin preparing educational materials. The motion carried, 7-0. 
 

17. Consider approval of Traffic Equipment Purchase and Installation by Severance Electric Company 
 

Motion by Councilmember Gipson, seconded by Councilmember Gardner to table the approval of Traffic Equipment 
purchase and installation by Severance Electric Company. The motion carried, 7-0. 
 

Motion by Councilmember Gardner, seconded by Councilmember Emaus to un-table the consideration of approval 
for traffic equipment purchase and installation by Severance Electric Company. The motion carried, 7-0. 
 

Motion by Councilmember Albert, seconded by Councilmember Pettengill to approve the traffic equipment purchase 
and installation by Severance Electric Company as the previous lowest bidder and in the best interest of the city. The 
motion carried, 7-0. 

 

17a. Approval of Police Department Weapons Purchase 
 

Motion by Councilmember Emaus, seconded by Councilmember Pettengill to approve the purchase of new Sig Sauer 
P320 duty pistols, holsters, magazines, and ammunition from ACME Sports ACME Sports INC for the amount not to 
exceed $26,000. The motion carried, 7-0. 

 

Other Business 
 

18. Call to the public 
 

Mayor Tobbe opened the call to the public at 10:54 p.m. 
 

Susan Walters, 907 Brighton Lake Road, spoke regarding a recent Planning Commission meeting and the circle style 
concrete manhole surrounds. 
 

Hearing and seeing no further comment, Mayor Tobbe closed the call to the public at 10:57 p.m. 
 

19. Adjournment 
 

Motion by Councilmember Gipson, seconded by Councilmember Emaus to adjourn the meeting at 10:57 p.m. The 
motion carried (7-0). 
 

 
____________________     
Tara Brown, City Clerk 
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City of Brighton 
REPORT FROM THE CITY MANAGER TO CITY COUNCIL 
APRIL 20, 2023 

 

 

 
SUBJECT: CONSIDER AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO APPROVE POP-UP CIVIC EVENTS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR  

ADMINISTRATIVE SUMMARY 

 
• At the March 2nd City Council meeting the idea of having the City Manager approve requests of downtown merchants 

to hold small, pop-up events this season due to their inability to hold larger events.  
• The initial recommendation suggested that applications for these types of events be submitted to the Civic Event 

Committee for review with final approval being made by the City Manager with City Council being made aware of 
events through the City Council liaison, Councilmember Paul Gipson. 

• City Council asked Attorney Gabis to look into the legality of this process and to help clarify the limitations of the 
what the City Manager may approve. 

• Attorney Gabis has provided the following suggested procedure and definition: 
 
For the 2023 Event Season only, pop-up events shall be considered for approval by the City Manager, after review 
and recommendation by the Chief of Police, Director of the Department of Public Services, and the Brighton Area 
Fire Authority.  
 
A pop-up Event is an event requested by the DDA, a Board/Commission of the City, or an owner or representative 
of a business physically located in the City of Brighton that occurs on City-owned property during only one day, 
and that requires no road closure nor assistance by the Department of Public Services, the Police Department or 
Brighton Area Fire Authority, and does not include gambling activities or the sale of alcohol. 

  

RECOMMENDATION 

Recommend authorizing the City Manager to approve small, pop-up events for the 2023 event season in accordance with 
the definition recommend by Attorney Gabis. 

 

Prepared by: Gretchen Gomolka, City Manager 

http://www.brightoncity.com/


 

City of Brighton 
REPORT FROM THE CITY MANAGER TO CITY COUNCIL 
April 20, 2023 

 

  

 

SUBJECT: CONSIDER WEEKENDS ON WEST REVISED CIVIC EVENT APPLICATION 

BACKGROUND 

• (Note: The only changes to this document from the April 6, 2023 meeting are the highlighted areas.) 
• The Weekends on West Civic Event has occurred since 2021. When the Civic Event Committee reviewed this 

application at that time, it was noted that while it does not meet the criteria or intent of a civic event, due to the 
uncertainty of the COVID pandemic and more gathering mandates that may be put in place, an approval of the 
event would allow the public more opportunities to gather outside. City Council approved the event. 
 

• The event was again recommended for and approved by City Council in 2022. During that season city staff began 
receiving complaints from other businesses related to both the noise and limited access on West Street. 
 

• An application was again submitted in 2023. Again, it was noted by the Civic Event Committee that the event 
does not meet the criteria for a civic event; however, due to the downtown construction occurring this year and 
many events being postponed or relocated this season, the Committee again recommended approval of the 
event. 
 

• At the March 2, 2023 City Council Meeting, City Council heard public comment from the applicant, neighboring 
businesses, and property owners regarding this event. 
 

• Based on those comments, City Council did not approve the application and requested the applicant and the 
concerned business and property owners meet to develop a compromise to allow the event to be held while not 
interfering with the success of their businesses. 
 

• At the April 6, 2023 City Council meeting it was requested that the Civic Event Committee meet with the 
Brighton Area Fire Authority (BAFA) to obtain more information regarding their concerns over street closures 
and if their opinion of safety would change as the project progresses and portions of Main Street open up.  
 

• An update from the meeting with BAFA will be provided as we discuss this agenda item as it has not yet 
occurred at time of publication. 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUMMARY 

• The applicant advised Staff that they met with the business and property owners; however, no compromise was 
reached between them. 
 

• The applicant has submitted a revised application. The changes included: 
o Relocating the stage toward their Dumpster access driveway and projecting the music northwest towards 

Main Street. At the time of submission, Staff advised the applicant that there are AMP rentals on Friday and 
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Saturday nights and projecting the music in that direction could disturb their events.  
o Monitoring the volume to comply with the City as well as their surrounding neighbors. 
o Reducing the number of event days from 46 to 35. (At the March 16th call to public a proposed schedule 

from a Wilde Theatre was provided to City Council showing the 22 dates that the Theatre has scheduled 
productions. The revised application continues to conflict with 19 of those 22 scheduled dates) 

 
 

• The City-Council approved Civic Event Policy states: 
Civic Event Evaluation Criteria 

Application approval will be considered under the following parameters: 

1. Events that directly benefit business interests and the social welfare of Brighton residents 

2. Demand on City resources 

3. Security and public safety 

4. Traffic flow 
 

The criteria and priority of event approval will be considered under the following parameters: 
1. Civic events sponsored by the City of Brighton and/or a recognized affiliate agency 
2. Other public (governmental) agencies and their affiliates 
3. Community service groups: local (City/County) non-profit organizations that support a range of 

community services and where the activity is a benefit to the general community and the City of 
Brighton 

4. Commercial organizations of the City that want to conduct a non-promotional event that does not 
charge a fee or generate revenue (i.e. an activity that is categorized as a public service) 

 
The Weekends on West Civic Event does not meet any of the four criteria listed above for approval. The 
applicant is not a non-profit organization. It is a private business and does not donate any of the proceeds from 
the event.  
 

• While the event has not changed over the last three years, other aspects have. The pandemic is behind us and 
there are no anticipated gathering restrictions forthcoming, so it is not necessary for a private business to hold 
an event that requires public resources and the closure of a public street. Additionally, the Main Street 
Streetscape project will be occurring for the entire time this event is planned, and the closure of West Street will 
eliminate one of the two access points for the first 1 ½ blocks of Main Street for emergency service vehicles. 
 

• Based on the findings of the Committee, it is recommended that the 2023 Weekends on West Civic Event 
application be denied as it does not meet the criteria as outlined in the City-Council Civic Event Policy. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that a decision be made on the Revised 2023 Weekends on West application submitted by The Pound! 
using the criteria in the policy in consideration with guidance provided by the City Attorney. 
 
Prepared by: Patty Thomas, Asst. to the DPS Director 
 

http://www.brightoncity.com/
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Reviewed by: Marcel Goch, DPS Director 
 
Reviewed & 
Approved by:  Gretchen Gomolka, City Manager 
 
Attachments:  2023 Weekends on West Civic Event Application 
  

http://www.brightoncity.com/


Need Insurance Certificate



The Pound Bar & Grill 

Weekends on West 

2023 Schedule 

 

 

 

Saturday, May 6 

Friday & Saturday, May 12 & 13 

Friday & Saturday, May 19 & 20 

Friday, May 26 

Friday & Saturday, June 2 & 3 

Friday, June 9 

Friday, June 16 

Friday & Saturday, June 23 & 24 

Friday & Saturday, June 30 & July 1 

Friday & Saturday, July 7 & 8 

Friday, July 14 

Friday & Saturday, July 21 & 22 

Saturday, July 29 

Friday & Saturday, August 4 & 5 

Friday & Saturday, August 11 & 12 

Friday & Saturday, August 18 & 19 

Friday, August 25 

Friday & Saturday, September 1 & 2 

Friday & Saturday, September 8 & 9 

Friday, September 15 

Friday, September 22  Friday & Saturday, September 29 & 30
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This document was provided by Mr. Eric Siegel, owner A Wilde Theatre building as a proposed sharing of weekends.

The red circles indicate the days requested in the revised application by The Pound!



GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight



GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight



GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight



GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight

GomolkaG
Highlight



 

City of Brighton 
REPORT FROM THE CITY MANAGER TO CITY COUNCIL 
APRIL 20, 2023 
 

 

 

 

 
 
SUBJECT: CONSIDER APPROVAL OF MASTER PLAN REVIEW WORK PROGRAM AS SUBMITTED BY GIFFELS 

WEBSTER 
 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE SUMMARY 

In the later part of 2022, the City Council expressed interest in reviewing the City’s Comprehensive Master Plan.  Best 
practices are to review the plan every five years to consider any necessary updates or amendments. The Comprehensive 
Master Plan was adopted in January of 2019 and is due for a routine five-year review later this fall. Staff communicated 
with the City’s Planning Consultant Giffels Webster to create a course of action to begin a work plan review and identify 
updates needed. The plan of action will include discussion and input from the Planning Commission and DDA, with the 
Planning Commission determining recommendations. 

BUDGET CONSIDERATIONS 

Giffels Webster has provided an outline of the work plan which includes their scope of work, timeline, and cost. This cost 
is flat fee of $8,500 and is included in the 2023/2024 proposed budget.  Giffels Webster created our master plan and 
would provide the most cost efficient and effective approach as they are very familiar with the existing plan. 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff is recommending approval of the proposed work program as submitted by Giffels Webster in an amount not to exceed 
$8,500.00. 
 
Prepared by: Kelly Haataja, Executive Assistant to Community Development 
 
Reviewed & 
Approved by:  Gretchen Gomolka, City Manager 
 
Reviewed by: Elizabeth Gaines, Finance Director 
 ☒ Within Budget for FY 2023/24 
 ☐ Budget Amendment Necessary and In Proper Form 

 ☐ Other: __________________________ 
 
Attachments: 
Giffels Webster Proposed Work Program 



Giffels Webster | 1025 E. Maple Road, Suite 100 | Birmingham, MI 48009 
248.852.3100 | www.GiffelsWebster.com 

City of Brighton 
Comprehensive Plan Review  
PROPOSED WORK PROGRAM  

A Comprehensive Plan review is a great tool to re-engage with the Plan and assess where the City is with 
respect to implementation, as well as to focus on specific areas of interest.  Our team will prepare a 
review of the City’s Comprehensive Plan to help the Planning Commission explore the best approach to 
updating the plan, as appropriate.  

 

Task 1. Understand Existing Conditions 

Our team will perform the following tasks to help the Planning Commission determine if there are any 
changes since the last Comprehensive Plan that require additional study or suggest updating the 
Comprehensive Plan may be useful: 

A. Collect current demographic information, using available US Census data. 

B. Update existing land use map 

C. Update natural features maps 

D. Update parks maps 

 

Task 2. Comprehensive Plan Goals & Objectives:  

Task 2 includes a recap of the last Plan goals and objectives as well as the description of future land use 
categories. Observations and opportunities will serve to prompt discussion. 

A. Goals and Objectives. We will review and assess the last Plan’s goals and objectives. Questions to 
consider in this section: 

• To what degree have the Goals & Objectives been met since the plan was adopted? 
• Are there any Goals & Objectives that are no longer relevant or that require modification to meet 

changing or new conditions in the community? 
 

B. Future Land Use. We will review and assess the Future Land Use Map and text descriptions. 
Questions to consider in this section: 

• Are there any areas of the map that seem out of alignment with the zoning map? 
• Are there any areas of the map that seem inconsistent with surrounding development or that 

continue to be underutilized?  
• Are the text descriptions clear and align with the goals and objective? 

 
C. Long Range Planning in Adjacent Communities (Brighton Township, Genoa Township, Green Oak 

Township and Hamburg Township) and Livingston County. We will review the future land use plans of 
the County and surrounding communities to understand their plans for growth, development and 
preservation to consider what strategies could strengthen or support development and redevelopment 
in the shared border areas with the City. 
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Task 3. Comprehensive Plan Issues to Consider:  

This section is intended to highlight current issues for communities to consider in conjunction with long-
range planning. They are not the only issues, but they are issues that are highly connected to ongoing 
livability of communities. 

A. Age-Friendly Communities 

B. Arts/Culture 

C. Attainable Housing 

D. Economic Development 

E. Complete Streets 

F. Sustainability & Resiliency 

 

Task 4. Review and Discussion with the Planning Commission  

The findings from Tasks 1-3 will be compiled into a report. Once complete, we will meet with the DDA to 
discuss our review and facilitate additional conversation that may arise from the report. We will share the 
feedback of the DDA along with a larger discussion on the Comprehensive Plan with the Planning 
Commission, who will then be prepared to develop a scope for an update or amendment, if needed.  

 

TIMELINE AND COST 

This project will take 6-8 weeks and be completed for a flat fee of $8,500 to be billed upon completion of 
Task 3. 
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