
Brighton City Council Meeting 
200 N First St ● City Hall Council Chambers ● Brighton, Michigan 48116 

(810) 227-1911 ● www.brightoncity.org

July 20, 2023 – 6:30 p.m.

AGENDA 

1. Call to order

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Roll call

4. Consider approval of the agenda

5. Consider approval of consent agenda items

Consent Agenda Items 
a. Approval of Minutes: regular meeting of July 6, 2023
b. Approval of Appointments to the Downtown Development Authority
c. Approval of Appointments to the Planning Commission

Correspondence 

6. Call to the public

7. Presentation of the Robertson Brothers donation

8. Proclamation: Brighton Area Historical Society

9. Staff updates

10. Updates from Councilmember liaisons to various boards and commissions

Public Hearing

11. Conduct a public hearing, second reading, and consider adoption of Ordinance 602: amendments and
reorganization of Chapter 66 – Signs, of the City of Brighton Code of Ordinances

New Business 

12. Discussion and conduct a first reading for proposed ordinance 604: amendments to Chapter 46 and Chapter 70
of the City of Brighton Code of Ordinances regarding open burn and consider setting a public hearing for August
17, 2023

Discussion 
13. Legal Counsel

Closed Session

14. Consider entering into closed session for strategy session connected with the negotiation of a collective 
bargaining agreement pursuant to MCL 15.268 (c) of the Open Meetings Act 

Other Business 

15. Call to the public 

16. Adjournment
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Superintendent Bradley provided several updates about the Main Street Streetscape, Grand River project, sidewalk 
removal and replacement, DPW garage, hot patch repairs, Wastewater Treatment Plant claricone #3 rehabilitation, 
Brighton Cove lift station, Summit Street water tower interior painting, Nelson Street SCADA work, water main 
installation at the Vistas on 2nd Street. 

 

8. Updates from Councilmember liaisons to various boards and commissions 
 

Councilmember Albert thanked the police department, Brighton Area Fire Authority, and all departments that made 
the parade a success. Mr. Albert stated that it was perhaps the best and longest 4th of July parade that he can 
remember attending. 

 

Councilmember Emaus stated the Downtown Development Authority met on June 27, 2023, to execute two CSX lease 
agreements and terminate the LETS shuttle service. 
 

Councilmember Gardner noted the Brighton Arts and Culture Commission will meet on July 10, 2023. Ms. Gardner 
thanked the city staff, Meijer, Brighton Area Fire Authority, and the police department for making all the necessary 
arrangements to ensure the city was able to hold the 4th of July parade this year. And a huge thanks to the firefighter 
who was on top of ladder 31 operating the spray hose. 
 

Councilmember Pettengill thanked the twenty-seven volunteers that were out from Livingston Family Medicine 
Residency who donated their time to make improvements at the Imagination Station. 
 

Councilmember Gipson thanked all that were involved with making the parade such a success. He noted the time and 
dedication of staff and various authorities who worked hard to formulate a route and plan. 
 

Mayor Tobbe also thanked all who were able to make this year’s 4th of July parade such a success even with all of the 
construction, teams worked together to find the best plan and route to ensure safety. Mr. Tobbe also thanked 
Community Development Manager Caruso for going above and beyond to help a resident after hours. 

 

Discussion 
 

9. Consider Entering into Closed Session to Receive a Written Attorney-Client Privileged Communication 
Pursuant to section 8(1)(h) of the Open Meetings Act, MCL 15.268(1)(h) 

 

Motion by Councilmember Gardner, seconded by Councilmember Albert to enter into closed session at 7:02 p.m. to 
receive a written attorney-client privileged communication pursuant to section 8(1)(h) of the Open Meetings Act. 
The motion carried by roll call vote, 7-0. 
 

Motion by Councilmember Gipson, seconded by Councilmember Pettengill to come out of closed session at 8:30 
p.m. The motion carried, 7-0. 

 

New Business 
 

10. Consider approval to purchase an E.H. Wachs valve maintenance trailer from Wachs Utility Products for 
$92,599.81 

 

Motion by Councilmember Pettengill, seconded by Councilmember Emaus to approve the purchase of an E.H. Wachs 
valve maintenance trailer from Wachs Utility Products for $92,599.81. The motion carried, 7-0. 

 

11. Conduct a first reading and set a public hearing for August 17, 2023, for proposed ordinance 603: amendments 
to Chapter 42 “Environment,” regulating the operation of unmanned aircraft (drones) of the City of Brighton 
Code of Ordinances 

 

Motion by Councilmember Gipson, seconded by Councilmember Emaus to table the first reading and set a public 
hearing for August 17, 2023, for proposed ordinance 603: amendments to Chapter 42 “Environment,” regulating the 
operation of unmanned aircraft (drones) of the City of Brighton Code of Ordinances. The motion carried by roll call 
vote, 7-0. 
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12. Conduct a first reading and set a public hearing for August 17, 2023, for proposed ordinance 604: amendments 
to Chapter 46 and Chapter 70 of the City of Brighton Code of Ordinances regarding open burning 

 

Motion by Councilmember Gipson, seconded by Councilmember Emaus to table the first reading and set a public 
hearing for August 17, 2023, for proposed ordinance 604: amendments to Chapter 46 and Chapter 70 of the City of 
Brighton Code of Ordinances regarding open burning. The motion carried, 7-0. 

 

13. Consider approval of an agreement with Aylwayrd Consultants, LLC DBA Abilita-Lansing to enter into a thirty-
six-month agreement to review the telecommunications system to receive recommendations for 
improvements and possible savings 

 

Motion by Councilmember Emaus, seconded by Councilmember Albert to approve the agreement with Aylwayrd 
Consultants, LLC DBA Abilita-Lansing to enter into a thirty-six-month agreement to review the telecommunications 
system to receive recommendations for improvements and possible savings. The motion carried, 7-0. 

 

Other Business 
 

14. Call to the public 
 

Mayor Tobbe opened the call to the public at 8:58 p.m. Hearing and seeing no comment, the call to the public was 
closed. 

 

15. Adjournment 
  

Motion by Councilmember Albert, seconded by Councilmember Gipson to adjourn the meeting at 8:58 p.m. The 
motion carried (7-0). 
 

 

 
____________________     
Tara Brown, City Clerk 

 



 

City of Brighton 
REPORT FROM THE CITY MANAGER TO CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 20, 2023 
 

 

 

 

 

SUBJECT: CONSIDER APPROVAL OF APPOINTMENTS TO THE DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

ADMINSTRATIVE SUMMARY 

• The Downtown Development Authority consists of thirteen members. The city has received five applications to 
fill two vacancies on the board. One of the applicants, Ashley Israel is seeking reappointment.  The remaining 
applicants have not served on this board in the past and are seeking to fill the vacancy left by Lisa Nelson’s 
departure.  Please see the applications and resumes attached. 

 
 
Prepared by: Gretchen Gomolka, City Manager 
 
Attachments: Applications 
  Resumes 
  
 
 





ASHLEY J. ISRAEL 
5640 W. Maple Road, Suite 101 

West Bloomfield, MI 48322 
Telephone: (248) 865-8864     
Facsimile: (248) 538-5234 

 

WORK EXPERIENCE 

 
2004 – Present Ashmark Construction, LLC 

 Member, Commercial Construction Company 

 

2020 – Present Ashmark Construction Contractors Inc. (Florida) 

 Member, Commercial Construction Company 

 

1992 – Present Israel & Weinbaum, P.L.C. 

Principal Member - Law Office 

Private practice, including all aspects of real estate and 

commercial litigation and practice. 

 

1992 – Present  Dale Investment Co., Inc. 

Vice-President  

Commercial Real Estate owner and management company, 

including development of construction of commercial properties. 

 

Detroit Development Co., Inc. 

President  

Commercial Real Estate owner and management company, 

including development of construction of commercial properties. 

 

Property portfolio includes ownership interest in Brighton Mall 

Shopping Center, Brighton, MI and Charrington Square Shopping 

Center, Brighton Township, MI. 

 

1990 – 1992 Feiler, Joelson, Lakind & Rosenberg 

Law office - Legal Associate 

 General civil litigation practice. 

 

1988 – 1990 Sommers, Schwartz, Silver & Schwartz 

Law office – Legal Associate 

 Commercial and banking law practice. 

 

1985 – 1987 Brown & Weider Solicitors, London, England 

 Articled Clerk 

 

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 

 
2006 – Present State of Michigan Associate Broker License 

 

2006 – Present State Certified Licensed Water Operator 

 

1994 – Present Licensed Attorney Admitted to Practice in Good Standing Before 

Supreme Court of The United States 

 

(a)



1992 – Present Licensed Attorney Admitted to Practice in Good Standing Before The 6th 

Circuit Court of Appeals (Case Published) 

 

1988 Master of Laws in Banking Law (L.L.M.) 

Boston University Law School, Boston, Mass 

 

Licensed Attorney Admitted to Practice in Good Standing Before the 

State of Michigan 

(Circuit & Court of Appeals) 

Federal District Court, Eastern District of Michigan 

  

Oakland County Bar Association - Former District Court Case Evaluator 

 

 Oakland County - Former Circuit Court Case Evaluator 

 

 Former Associate Member – The Royal Chartered Institute of Arbitrators 

 

1987 Admitted – Solicitor to Supreme Court of England and Wales (Retired) 

 

1983 Bachelor of Laws (L.L.B.) with honors 

London School of Economics, University of London 

 

1979 Westminster School, Deans Yard, London 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

1990 Michigan Bar Journal 

A pre-1992 guide to Europe for the American Attorney 

 

1989 Oakland County Bar Journal 

An Englishman’s view of two legal systems 











 
 

Lynnet te  M.  Wi lde  
lynnwilde@hotmail.com 

Linkedin.com/in/lynn-wilde-concannon/ 
 

 
O b j e c t i v e : Seeking employment as a CSA with Edelman Financial Engines 

K n o w l e d g e ,  S k i l l s ,  A b i l i t i e s   

• Excellent phone skills answering/redirecting phone calls and taking messages in a professional 
and courteous manner 

• Excellent people skills greeting people, clients, and others to develop and maintain relationships 
• Highly organized, detail oriented, self-motivated, self-starter, and a team player 
• Experience doing payroll, billing, invoices to clients/others, payroll checks, books for the 

business, and other clerical functions 
• Data entry of client information into databases, searches, and retrievals, based on operational 

needs 
• Experience as hiring manager in checking applicant references, new hire orientation and 

associated tracking and documentation 
• Experience doing billing for U of M Surgery Associates and patient disability paperwork 
• Assist Boards of Directors and other directors in support of various tasks (proof and distribute 

minutes, status updates, follow up on director actions) 
• Experience with Microsoft office which includes Word, Excel, and PowerPoint, Google Doc’s 

including Google Drive, calendar and other google applications and databases 
• In charge of office inventory/equipment and management (order supplies, call for service, etc.) 
• Work well under pressure and doing multiple concurrent tasks 
• Experience in event planning, and fundraiser events 

 

E X P E R I E N C E  

Haley Law Firm PLC        Brighton, Michigan 
Site Acquisition         March 2022-present 
Researching and negotiating lease contracts for wireless telecommunications sites 

• Researching zoning and building requirements for new build and equipment upgrades to wireless 
communication towers. Completing the required paperwork so the work can be completed in a timely 
fashion 

• Finding property owners in designated areas provided by the carrier to negotiate new build sites 
• Researching property owners for buildings to complete leases 
• Completing lease contracts for new site locations and for in-building sites 

 
 
Enter Point Advisor Network       Brighton, Michigan 
Life and Annuity Manager of New Business     Jan.  2019-March 2022 
Worked as the Administration Assistant and promoted two weeks later to Life and Annuity Manager for new 
business and contracting. 

• In charge of all new business for Life Insurance and Annuity’s for new clients.  Working with Insurance 
Carriers and the agents to get policies in forced   

• Executive Assistant to the CEO And COO 
• Contracting & licensing for all our agents and in charge of all office needs 
• Office Manager for our day-to-day needs 
• Work with our CEO on her personal book of business, client services and CRM updates 

 
Right at Home         Brighton, Michigan 
Senior Administrative Assistant       May 2018- Jan. 2019 

• Answers telephone, directs calls and greeting and assists everyone who comes into the office 
• Administration of the Maximizer database for all new clients, prospective clients, associates, and 

vendors 
• Sets appointments for new applicants, and explains the initial application process 
• Assists with recruiting, i.e. tracking incoming calls, number of applicants, and new hires 
• Website creation including content, photos, video and related articles 

(a)



 
• Researched information for mailing pieces to generate new leads for realtors 
• Created social media content for marketing resources 

 
Tipping Point Theatre        Northville, Michigan   

 Development & Marketing Director                        Dec 2009 – October 2017  
• Demonstrated leadership, independence, integrity and strong communication skills 
• Developed and implemented marketing plans and placed advertisement on social media, radio and 

other media formats. Wrote content for press release, correspondence, and solicitation letters 
• Managed apprentice’s and volunteers at the theatre and scheduled their day-to-day calendars around 

the theatre’s needs (both inside and outside) and any additional projects 
• Planned trade show events to advertise the theatre, from targeting the events, getting staff and 

volunteers to cover the shifts, and gathering the supplies needed for the booth. Organizing the setting 
up and break down of the events and follow up after the events with additional information, or follow 
through on additional information needed 

• Created budgets for all events using Excel spread sheets and financial numbers for all grants 
 
 
The Purple Rose Theatre Company                Chelsea, Michigan  

 Assistant Development Director                       Sept 1996 –Dec 2009  
• Generated income for annual operations through grants, foundation, corporations, major gift giving 

and individual donors. Acknowledge gifts and donations in a timely manner 
• Coordinated special events, movie premieres and golf outing which brought in over half a Board of 

Directors to achieve yearly financial goals 
• Made travel arrangements for special events held out of town, including hotel, meals and travel to and 

from the airport and events 
• Maintained databases, updated donors’ records and use of PowerPoint for recognition 
• Worked with the audit firm for audit of year-end taxes 

 
  

Portage Lake Trading Post                   Pinckney, Michigan 
 Owner                          Oct 1986 – Dec 1999  

• In charge of all daily, monthly and yearly books for the business, including payroll, sales tax, monthly 
and quarterly statements 

• Hired and worked directly with 13 employees and managed the store on a daily basis 
• Ordered merchandise, worked with salespeople and maintained product for sale 
• Assisted customers, hiring and firing employees, plus all issues related to running a business 

V O L U N T E E R  E X P E R I E N C E  

 Pinckney Players                   Pinckney, Michigan 
 Board President                               1991 – Present   

• Conduct board meetings, create agenda, work with special committees and volunteers 
• Work directly with Pinckney Comm. Education for theatre scheduling and theatre improvements 
• Direct theater productions from volunteers of 12 – 125 cast members. Leading all teams for costume, 

props, set build, orchestra players, choreographers, etc. 
• Produced theatre productions, from creating show designs (posters, t-shirts, advertisement) to 

working with local and social media to market productions 
• House managed shows from selling tickets and ushering patrons to collecting money for cast member’s 

dues 

S K I L L S  &  I N T E R E S T S  

Detail & Deadline Oriented • Microsoft Office • Excel  • Power Point  • Word • Website Content • Database  
• Excellent Communication • Helping People • Boating • Theatre (acting and directing) • Singing • Cooking  













 

City of Brighton 
REPORT FROM THE CITY MANAGER TO CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 20, 2023 
 

 

 

 

 

SUBJECT: CONSIDER APPROVAL OF APPOINTMENTS TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

ADMINSTRATIVE SUMMARY 

• The Planning Commission consists of nine members. The city has received two applications to fill two vacancies 
on the board. One of the applicants, Chuck Hundley is seeking reappointment.  The other, James Johnston, has 
not served on this commission in the past and is seeking the vacancy left my Mike Schutz.  Please see the 
applications and resumes attached. 
 

 

Prepared by: Gretchen Gomolka, City Manager 
 
Attachments: Applications 
  Resumes 
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City of Brighton 
REPORT FROM THE CITY MANAGER TO CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 20, 2023 
 

 

 

 
SUBJECT: CONDUCT A PUBLIC HEARING, SECOND READING, AND CONSIDER ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE - 602. 

AMENDMENTS AND REORGANZATION OF CHAPTER 66 – SIGNS, OF THE CITY OF BRIGHTON CODE OF 
ORDINANCES 
 

  
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW 
 

• The structure of the current sign ordinance is confusing and leads to the repetition of information. Within the 
proposed draft, information has been grouped together for clarity and the ordinance has been reorganized to 
streamline its content and make it easier to navigate.  
 

• The ordinance has been reorganized into the clearzoning format.  
 

• Another guiding element for this revision is the need for sign ordinances to comply with the Supreme Court’s 2015 
Gilbert vs. Reed decision, which limited communities’ ability to define and regulate signs based on their content.  
 

• Gilbert vs. Reed declared the regulation of signs based on their content unconstitutional. The updated ordinance 
takes a conservative approach to regulations that could be interpreted as pertaining to content. 
 

• The draft ordinance was prepared by city staff and Giffels Webster, the city planning consultant. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends City Council conducts a public hearing, second read, and consider adoption of ordinance 602 as 
presented. 

  
 City Attorney (Required for all agreements, ordinances, etc.) 
 ☒ Acceptable Form and Ready to Execute 
 ☐ Other ___________ 
 
 
Prepared by:  Michael Caruso, Community Development Manager 
 
Approved by:  Gretchen Gomolka, City Manager 
 
Attachments:  1. Updated Sign Ordinance – Proposed Final Draft 
  



ORDINANCE NO. 602 
 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 66 “SIGNS” OF THE CITY OF BRIGHTON CODE OF 
ORDINANCES TO REPEAL SECTIONS 66-1 THROUGH 66-100 AND TO ADOPT NEW 

SECTIONS 66-1.1 THROUGH 66.6.4. 
 

THE CITY OF BRIGHTON ORDAINS: 
 

Section 1.  Amendment to Chapter 66 to Article XI of Chapter 22 to repeal Sections 66-1 
through 66-100. 

 
Sections 66-1 through 66-100 are repealed. 

 
Section 2. Amendment to Chapter 66 to add new Sections 66-1.1 through 66-6.4. 

 
Chapter 66 is hereby amended to adopt Sections 66-1.1 through 66-6.4 as shown in 
Attachment A to this Ordinance, which is hereby incorporated herein. 

 
Section 3.  Repealer. 

 
Any ordinances that conflict with this Ordinance are repealed to the extent necessary to give this 
Ordinance full force and effect. 

 
Section 4.  Severability. 

 
The provisions of this Ordinance are severable. If any provision of this Ordinance is found invalid 
for any reason, such holding will not affect the validity of the remaining provisions of this 
Ordinance. 

 
Section 5.  Effective Date. 

 
This ordinance shall take effect fifteen (15) days after enactment, and after publication as provided 
by law and the Charter. 

 
YEAS: Council Member(s)    

 
 

NAYS: Council Member(s)   
 
 

ABSTAIN: Council Member(s)   
 
 

ABSENT: Council Member(s)   



CERTIFICATION 
 

As the City Clerk of City of Brighton, Livingston County, Michigan, I certify this is a true and 
complete copy of an ordinance adopted by the City of Brighton Council at a regular meeting held 
on  , 2023. 

 
 
 
 

Date:  , 2023 City Clerk      
 

Tara Brown 
 
 
 

Introduced: , 2023 

Adopted: , 2023 

Published: , 2023 

Effective: , 2023 



ATTACHMENT A TO ORDINANCE 602 
 

ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 66 “SIGNS” OF THE CITY OF BRIGHTON CODE OF 
ORDINANCES TO REPEAL SECTIONS 66-1 THROUGH 66-100 AND TO ADOPT NEW  

SECTIONS 66-1.1 THROUGH 66.6.4. 
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City of Brighton 
REPORT FROM THE CITY MANAGER TO CITY COUNCIL 
JULY 20, 2023 
 

 

 

 
SUBJECT: FIRST READING AND SETTING OF A PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED ORDINANCE 604. 

AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 46 AND CHAPTER 70 REGARDING OPEN BURNING. 
 

  
BACKGROUND 
 

• The city receives yearly complaints regarding open burning within most neighborhoods, mostly resulting from 
burning of yard waste (leaves, brush, etc.). 
 

• At a recent City Council meeting, a resident complained of smoke from his neighbors open burning of leaves. 
 

• It has been determined that the city’s code of ordinance has two sections that address open burning, and that the 
sections contradict each other. 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE SUMMARY 

• Community Development staff reviewed the current ordinance and determined revisions were needed 
regarding open burning. 
 

• City staff created draft revisions to Chapter 46, Article IV and Chapter 70, Section 70-31 as attached. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
Staff recommends City Council set a public hearing on August 17, 2023, regarding the proposed amendments of 
ordinance 604. 

 
Prepared by:  Michael Caruso, Community Development Manager 
   
 City Attorney (Required for all agreements, ordinances, etc.) 
 ☒ Acceptable Form and Ready to Execute 
 ☐ Other ___________ 
 
Approved by:  Gretchen Gomolka, City Manager 
 
Attachments:  1. Proposed Revisions to Chapter 46 
 2. Proposed Revisions to Chapter 70 
 3. Ordinance 604 – Draft  
  



CITY OF BRIGHTON 
ORDINANCE NO. 604 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ARTICLE IV, “OPEN BURNING” OF CHAPTER 46, “FIRE PREVENTION AND 
PROTECTION” SECTION 46-63, “PERMITTED OPEN BURNING, RESTRICTIONS, PERMITS” 

THE CITY OF BRIGHTON HEREBY ORDAINS: 

Section 1:  Amendment of Chapter 46, Article IV, Section 46-63.  

Section 46-63 is hereby amended to read in its entirety as follows: 

Permitted open burning; restrictions; permits. 

The following types of open burning shall be permitted within the city, subject to the following 
restriction: 

Ceremonial Fires are fires which are normally incidental to commemorative or celebratory events, and 
that exceed the scope of a Domestic Fire. A person, partnership, firm, association, corporation, or any 
other legal entity seeking to ignite a ceremonial fire must first make application to the City in addition to 
application for recommendation and approval by the Brighton Area Fire Authority at least ten (10) days 
in advance of ignition of the fire. The application shall contain a description of the location where the 
ceremonial fire will occur and shall include a description of the methods and materials proposed to be 
used to keep the ceremonial fire contained within a specified area, not to exceed twenty-five (25) 
square feet.  The permit shall be approved if the applicant provides evidence of permission from the 
owner or occupant of the property upon which the ceremonial fire is proposed to occur and unless the 
Brighton Area Fire Authority determines that the location, the environmental, climatic, or other site 
conditions pose a significant risk to the health, safety and welfare of the public if a ceremonial fire is 
ignited at the location, or if the methods and materials proposed for containment are insufficient 
according to applicable standards to protect the health safety and welfare of the public. The Fire 
Authority shall be notified at least 24 hours prior to the ignition of ceremonial fires.  This subsection is 
not intended to include Domestic Fires. 

Construction Fires. Fires shall be contained within a 55-gallon barrel and only used at a construction site 
for thawing and/or warming. Burning of construction materials such as roofing, plastics, wood 
composites, or any other materials that cause offensive odors or black smoke, is prohibited. 

Domestic Fires. Fires around a home, place of residence, or within the curtilage of a dwelling, where the 
materials to be burned have been properly placed in a burner enclosure or portable fire pit constructed 
of metal, stone, or masonry, not exceeding nine (9) square feet. Domestic fires shall only burn seasoned, 
dry firewood and shall be located not less than twenty-five (25) feet away from any structure and not 
less than fifteen (15) feet from the adjoining property line. Domestic fires shall not be conducted on 
combustible decks or balconies and shall not be located under any deck or balcony structures. No permit 
shall be required for domestic fires. 
Fire Department Training. Open burning is allowed for the purpose of training firefighters in firefighting 
practice, or for the purpose of training the public, including workers or employees, or for the purpose of 



demonstration by the fire official or other trained fire personnel, when such burning is done in 
accordance with applicable generally accepted practices and regulations. 
 
Land Clearing Fires. Outdoor fires used to eliminate organic materials removed from a site in 
preparation for land development are permitted subject to the requirements of this subsection. No land 
clearing fires are permitted unless approved by the City after review and recommendation by Brighton 
Area Fire Authority prior to ignition. Land clearing shall be limited to organic materials consisting of 
grasses, plantings, trees, branches, tree stumps, and other vegetative waste. Land clearing shall be 
conducted within an open pit incinerator (trench burner), or other approved method. A person, 
partnership, firm, association, corporation, or any other legal entity seeking to conduct a land clearing 
fire, must first make application to the City, in addition to application for review and recommendation 
from the Brighton Area Fire Authority, at least ten (30) days in advance of any land clearing fires. Land 
clearing fires shall only be conducted between sunrise and sunset. The Brighton Area Fire Authority shall 
be notified at least 24 hours prior to ignition of land clearing fires. 
 
Prescribed Burns. Surface fires ignited for land management purposes to eliminate or control surface 
vegetation, management of invasive species or to reduce combustible fuel loads. Prescribed burns shall 
be limited to organic materials consisting of surface grasses and other vegetation. Prescribed burns shall 
be conducted in accordance with the best practices as outlined by the Michigan Prescribed Fire Council. 
A person, partnership, firm, association, corporation, or any other legal entity seeking to conduct a 
prescribed burn, must first make application to the City, in addition to application for review and 
recommendation from the Brighton Area Fire Authority, at least thirty (30) days in advance of any 
prescribed burns. The application for the permit shall include proof of liability and a written burn plan. 
Where certain environmental or climatic conditions arise requiring short notice, the fire code official 
may recommend waiver of the thirty (30) day application review period. Prescribed burns shall only be 
conducted between sunrise and sunset. The Brighton Area Fire Authority shall be notified prior to 
ignition of prescribed burns. 
 
The following additional restrictions shall be enforced by the City: 
 
Accelerated Ignition. It shall be unlawful for any fire ignition to be accelerated by use of an ignitable 
liquid. 
 
Illegal Burning. At no time shall any person, partnership, firm, association, corporation, or any other 
legal entity; set any fire, burn, or cause to be burned, the following materials: building debris, 
construction materials, human waste, refuse or trash, animal carcasses, animal waste, or other inorganic 
combustibles. Illegal burning shall also include the burning of approved materials on any non-residential 
parcel unless previously approved by the City in accordance with this Section.  
 
Hazardous Smoke, and Foul Odors. It shall be unlawful to permit the emission of hazardous amounts of 
smoke or produce foul odors. Hazardous smoke is smoke that could be injurious or unreasonably 
annoying to persons in the affected area, obscures visibility, or is in volume enough to infiltrate fresh air 
make-up systems of occupied structures. 
 
Extinguishment Authority. The Brighton Fire Authority is authorized to extinguish unapproved fires, fires 
that are non-compliant with this Section, or fires that pose an immediate threat to the health, safety 
and welfare of the public.  
 



Burning during periods of banning unlawful. The fire code official shall be authorized to issue a ban on all 
open burning if, in the opinion of the fire code official, conditions are too hazardous to allow the open 
burning, open flame, etc. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section, no fire, whether previously 
approved pursuant to this Section, may be ignited during the period covered by such ban.   
 
Sec�on 2: Repeal of Sec�on 70-31. 
 
Sec�on 70-31 is hereby repealed. 
 
Sec�on 3. Repealer. 

Any ordinances that conflict with this Ordinance are repealed to the extent necessary to give this 
Ordinance full force and effect.  

Sec�on 4. Severability. 

The provisions of this Ordinance are severable. If any provision of this Ordinance is found invalid 
for any reason, such holding will not affect the validity of the remaining provisions of this 
Ordinance. 

Sec�on 5. Effec�ve Date.   

This ordinance shall take effect fi�een (15) days a�er enactment, and a�er publica�on as 
provided by law and the Charter.  

YEAS:  Council Member(s) _________________________________   
     
NAYS:  Council Member(s)_________________________________   
       
ABSTAIN: Council Member(s)_________________________________   
       
ABSENT: Council Member(s)_________________________________   
       
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
As the City Clerk of City of Brighton, Livingston County, Michigan, I cer�fy this is a true and 

complete copy of an ordinance adopted by the City of Brighton Council at a regular mee�ng held 
on __________, 2023.  
           
           
Date: ____________, 2023         City Clerk  _________________________________________  
       Tara Brown 
 
Introduced:    , 2023  
Adopted:    , 2023  



Published:    , 2023  
Effec�ve:    , 2023 
 
 
 
 

____________________________________ 
TARA BROWN, City Clerk  

 

First Reading:  

 

Brief Publica�on:  

 

Second Reading:  

 

Public Hearing:  

 

Adop�on:  

 

Full Publica�on:  

 



CHAPTER 46 - FIRE PREVENTION AND PROTECTION 

ARTICLE IV. OPEN BURNING 

Note 

*Editor’s note: Ord. No. 442, adopted July 20, 2000, set out provisions intended for use as Art.
I, §§ 46-10—46-18. At the city’s instruction and for purposes of classification, these provisions
have been included as Art. IV, §§ 46-60—46-68.

Sec. 46-60. Title. 

This article shall be known as and may be cited as the “City of Brighton Burning Ordinance.” 

Sec. 46-61. Purpose. 

The purpose of this article is to proh bit open burning, subject to specific exceptions within the 
city and to regulate and control certain limited types of open burning within the city subject to 
restrictions as set forth in this article. 

Sec. 46-62. Prohibited open burning. 

Open burning is expressly prohibited within the city except as hereinafter set forth in section 46-
63. 

Sec. 46-63. Permitted open burning; restrictions. 

The following types of limited open burning shall be permitted within the city, subject to the 
following restriction: 

(1) If prior written approval is obtained from the fire chief or his/her designee:

a. Open burning may be permitted for land clearing for real estate development.

b. Open burning of celebration/bonfires may be permitted. The fire chief and/or
his/her designee shall determine the size and location. 

c. Open burning may be permitted for the removal of brush or debris created as a
result of storm damage. 

(2) The following types of open burning shall be permitted without the necessity of
obtaining prior written approval from the fire chief or his/her designee: 

a. Small recreational fires and/or campfires used for cooking purposes.







Burning during periods of banning unlawful. The fire code official shall be authorized to issue a 
ban on all open burning if, in the opinion of the fire code official, conditions are too hazardous to 
allow the open burning, open flame, etc. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section, no fire, 
whether previously approved pursuant to this Section, may be ignited during the period covered 
by such ban.   

Sec. 46-64. [Permitted open burning subject to compliance with other 
regulations.] 

Notwithstanding anything set forth in this article, all open burning permitted under the terms and 
conditions of this article shall also be conducted and performed in compliance with all federal 
and state laws, statutes, rules, and regulations applicable thereto. 

Sec. 46-65. Violations—Municipal civil infraction; authorized city 
officials. 

Violation of any provision of this article or of any permit granted pursuant to this article, or of any 
lawful order of the fire chief, building inspector or other public official issued in pursuance of this 
article, shall be and shall constitute a municipal civil infraction. 

(1) A violation of this article will subject the violator to the following:

a. Any person, individual, firm, partnership, co-partnership, corporation, company,
association, club, joint venture, and any other group, entity or association acting as a
unit, and the individuals constituting such group, entity or unit, who, as a result of
violating any provision of this article, is responsible for a municipal civil infraction, shall
pay a civil fine of $100.00, plus costs and other sanctions as authorized and permitted
by law, for each municipal civil infraction.

b. Repeat violations shall be subject to increased civil fines as set forth below. As
used in this section, “repeat violation” means a second (or any subsequent) municipal
civil infraction violation of the same requirement or provision of this article (1)
committed by a violating party within any 12-month period and (2) for which the
violating party admits respons bility or is determined to be responsible. The increased
civil fine for a repeat violation under this article shall be as follows:

1. The civil fine for any violation which is a repeat violation shall be no less than
$250.00 plus costs and other sanctions as authorized and permitted by law.

2. The civil fine for any violation which is a second repeat violation, or any
subsequent repeat violation shall be no less than $500.00 plus costs and other
sanctions as authorized and permitted by law.

c. Such person, individual firm, partnership, co-partnership, corporation, company,
association, club, joint venture and any other group, entity or association, acting as a
unit, and the individuals constituting such group, entity or unit, guilty of violating
section 46-63 shall also be subject to civil proceedings for damages and/or injunctive



relief by the city or by any person or entity injured or damaged by such violation. 
Commencement of any such proceeding shall not constitute an election of remedies. 

(2)  The personnel of the city given authority to issue municipal civil infraction citations 
and municipal civil infraction violation notices as set forth in section 1-18 of chapter 1 
of the Brighton City Code are hereby authorized to issue municipal civil infraction 
citation and municipal civil infraction violation notices for violations of this article. 
Furthermore, the Fire Chief for the Brighton Area Fire Department and any fire 
personnel of the Brighton Area Fire Department authorized by the Brighton Area Fire 
Chief shall also be authorized to issue municipal civil infraction citations and municipal 
civil infraction violation notices for violations of this article. 

Sec. 46-66. Severability. 

This article and each of the various parts, sections, subsections, clauses, phrases, sentences, 
and portions hereof are hereby declared to be severable. If any part, section, subsection, 
clause, phrase, sentence or portion of this article is for any reason held or determined to be 
invalid, unconstitutional or unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction, such part, section, 
subsection, clause, phrase, sentence or portion shall be deemed to be a separate, distinct and 
independent portion of this article and such holding or determination by a court of competent 
jurisdiction shall not affect the validity, constitutionality or enforceability of the remaining portions 
of this article and the same shall remain in full force and effect. 

Sec. 46-67. Repeal of ordinance in conflict herewith. 

Section 46-9 of chapter 46 of the Code of the City of Brighton areis hereby expressly repealed. 
In addition, thereto, all other ordinances of the city or any provisions or portions thereof, to the 
extent that they are contrary to or inconsistent with the provisions of the within ordinances, are 
hereby expressly repealed. 

Sec. 46-68. Publication of ordinance. 

This ordinance shall be published in accordance with and to the extent required by the laws of 
the State of Michigan applicable to home rule cities. 

(Ord. No. 442, 7-20-00) 
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