Dear New Canaan Planning & Zoning commission,

We wholeheartedly support the new New Canaan library and green, and we represent the
majority of voices in this town. We present for your review our petition, which within just two
weeks, without advertising, public campaigning, or paid media of any kind, has accrued over
1,500 signatures in full support of the new Library and green. This number is growing
organically every day.

Our list has been verified and vetted by a team of four people daily, against public voter
and property records, and we are working daily to ensure its reliability. The address fields
that prove our signatories' residency have been hidden for their privacy, but we can gladly
furnish the full list upon request, and addresses can also be verified with the Town Clerk.

Qur findings:

1,088 signatures are from verified New Canaan residents.
17+ are from people who own businesses in New Canaan.
20+ are from current New Canaan students of majority age.

These are people who feel very strongly that the only way forward for New Canaan is with the
new Library and the green that, vitally, connects the library building to the town center.

Not a commercial office space.

Not a periodical reading room.

Not another town-owned building that, while nostalgic for some, has been deemed by
professionals to be at the end of its utility.

The undersigned are parents, individuals, senior citizens, voting college kids, business owners,
taxpayers, stakeholders, political representatives, homeowners, Republicans, Democrats, and
everything in between. We are New Canaan’s most committed contributors, here for the long
haul, and each and every one of us is excited to see the new Library and green become real. It
will do so much to boost the economy of downtown New Canaan.

We understand that the current debate over the 1913 library puts an extraordinary amount of
pressure on your commission to do the right thing, and we urge you, in reviewing the matter, to
remember that the objections stirred up by a vocal minority, many of whom no longer live
in New Canaan, cannot outweigh the wishes of the majority. The suggestion of moving the
1913 building has been dismissed, yet to quote our First Selectman Kevin Moynihan “Anything
is possible in New Canaan.”

It's not that we do not care about preserving the 1913 building, it's simply serves no purpose in
existing where it is, and we have seen no viable plans presented by the Preservationists that
detail the finances of who will pay to bring it up to code, who will pay the ongoing costs, or even
what they want to use it for.

Thank you for your time and service to this town.

Rachel Lampen,
Friends of the new New Canaan Library.
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