JW Eater Jr. Hign
Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Plan

Village of Rantoul Board Presentation

Gabe Lewis
‘ Champaign County Regional Planning Commission
5 September 2023




‘Nntroduction

* In 2020, CCRPC wrote 5 transportation plans
for Rantoul:

« Safe Routes to School (SRTS) plans for RCS
elementary schools

* Village of Rantoul Transportation Plan

e |In 2022-23, CCRPC was asked to create a In

SRTS Plan for Eater Jr. High School
 The 6 E's of SRTS:

 Engineering

« Education
Encouragement
Equity & Engagement
Evaluation
Enforcement




Surveys & Public Input

W I k b M I M C h kl M 10. What of the following issues affected your decision to allow, or not allow, your child to walk
a a I I ty e C I Sts or bike to/from school?

34 responses

Adults to walk or bike with I 4, 2.6%

p a re nt S u rveys Amount of traffic along the route I 20, 13.2%

. Child's before or after school activities |GGG 7, 4.6%
T rave I Ta I I I es Convenience o f driving | 2,1.3%
Crossing guards I 12, 7.9%
T ff' O b M Distance IIIIEEEENEGEGNGGNGN 13, 8.6%

r a I C Se rva t I O n S Safety of intersections and crossings I 22, 14.5%
. Sidewalks or pathways I 12, 7.9%
p u b | I C I n p u t Speed of traffic along route I 20, 13.2%

Time I 5, 3.3%

« March 2023 Parent/Teacher Conferences Vienoe o i E———————— 5%

Weather or climate I 20, 13.2%

« August 2023 Public Comment Period : ; » = .

CNWN




Eater JHS Arrival Eater JHS Dismissal Eater JHS Overall

Walk
Bike

School Bus
Family Vehicle
Carpool

Transit

10.9%
0.3%
26.9%
53.2%
6.1%
0.3%

EXIsting Mode Share

18.9%
0.3%
28.5%
43.8%
7.3%
0.3%

14.9%
0.3%
27.7%
48.5%
6.7%
0.3%




-xisting Conditions

District & School Environment
Land Use Analysis

Transportation Conditions Analysis
INnfrastructure

Student Distance to School

Pedestrian ADA Compliance & Condition
Pedestrian Signs

School Traffic Circulation

Crash Data Analysis
Health Analysis
Modal Analyses

Eater Jr. High SRTS Plan 2022-23: Student Distance to School

Eater Jr. High SRTS Plan 2022-23: Sidewalk ADA Compliance
oL = Legend




-Ngineering Recommendations (13)

1. High Priority
1. Wabash Avenue one-way east traffic during
school arrival & dismissal

2. Install Permanent Vehicular Speed Feedback

Signs
1. Century Blvd. (US 45) between Champaign Ave. (US
136) & Yates St.

2. Other locations as warranted (including US 136)
3. Improve pedestrian safety at Century Blvd.
(US 45) & Wabash Ave.

4. Install Pedestrian Countdown Signals at
stoplights




VWabash Avenue Recommendations

Eater Jr. High SRTS Plan 2022-23: Proposed Wabash
Avenue Traffic Circulation
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-Ngineering Recommendations (13)

2. Medium Priority
1. Improve existing sidewalks
2. Install more bike lanes
3. Install new sidewalks

4. Install median refuge islands
1.  Century Blvd. (US 45) at Wabash Ave.
2. Champaign Ave. (US 136) at Marshall St.

3. Low Priority
Install bike/pedestrian wayfinding signs

Safety Study of Champaign Ave. (US136) & Marshall
St.

Install covered bike parking

Upgrade or reconstruct curlo ramps to make them
ADA compliant

Extend shared-use path network to Eater JHS, stripe
transitions to bike lanes

G NYOERE




-ducation Recommendations (0]

Safe Walking Route Maps 2021

1. High Priority
1. Safe Walking Route Map distribution
2. Annual Parent Letter about traffic rules

2. Medium Priority

1. Middle School Bike Education
Curriculum

3. Low Priority
1. Traffic Circulation Map distribution
2. Host Wellness Fairs
3. Bike Pamphlets distribution




-Nncouragement Recommendadations (10)

. « . = THANK YOU FOR
1. High Priority S5 SHOVELING YOUR WALKI
o It’s the neighborly thing to do.
1. Bike Trains
. . . Clear sidewalks make it safer anq easier for students t_o
2. Medium Priority T Bk i Akt

being. Thank you for making it safer for them to do so!
1. Early Dismissal for Walkers and
Bikers

fé%;nl: brought to you by C-U Safe Routes to School Project - visit www.cu-srtsproject.com
2. Snow Removal Encouragement

3. Walk 'n' Roll to School Day
1stor 2d Wednesday in October

Spread the word to your neighbors!




-Nncouragement Recommendadations (10)

2. Medium Priority (cont'd)

4. Freguent Walker Club —
Active4.me

5. Year-Round Walking & Biking
Program

3. Low Priority

1. Bike to School Day
* 1st Wednesday in May

2. Frequent Walker Club -
Punch Card

3. Annual school walkathon
4. National Bike Month (May)




quity Recommendations

High Priority
1. Translated materials

Medium Priority
1. School bike donation drive

Low Priority
1. Veo bike share
2. Community bike donation drive

Mapa 2021 con las Rutas Seguras para Caminar
a la Escuelg
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. High Priority
. Speed & Safety Studies

2. Medium Priority

. Travel Tallies
« Administered by teachers 1-2 times/year

2. Walkability Surveys

3. Low Priority

. Bicycle & Pedestrian Counts
* Every 5 years

2. Bikeability Surveys

—valuation Recommenaations

Take a walk and use this checklist to rate your neighborhood's walkability.

How walkable is your community?

Mark your walking path to school or bus stop (See back)

Fort
nearest tersection and'or mark a cross
"X on map on the back.

1 Did you have room to walk?
Oves [ some problems
1 Sidewralks or paths started and stopped
I Siddewalks were troken o cracked
1 Sidewalks were blocked with poles, sgns
<hrubbery, cunipsers, &c.
L1 No sidewais paths or shoulders
O Teo much traffic
O Somsthing sls
Locations of problems:
Rating: fdrcle one)
123456

2 Wasit easy to cross streets?
O¥es [ Some problens:
L1 A oact was ton wide
[ Traffic signals made us wait o long or did
not give s enaugh time to crass
LI N eerled s ped crosswalks or waffic signals
[ Rarked cars blocked our view of traffic
LI Trass or plants bocked our viaw of traffie
0 N geded curt rampss o ramos nesded repair
O Something dse.
Locations of problerms:
Rating: (drcle one}
123456

3. Did drivers behave well?
Oves [ Some problems: Drivers
[ Backed out of cliveways without [eoking
[ Did not yield to paople croming the meet
[ Turned Info peopie crosdng the street
[ Drowe too fast
[ Sped up to make it through traffic lights or
drewve threugh traffie lights?
[ Something dse
Logations of problems:
R ating: (crcle ohe)
123456

locations of problems, give the Rating Scale: | 7] 2 1 5

4. Was it easy to follow safety rules?
Could you and your child...
Cves [OMNe  Ciosatcrosswalks o where you could
e and be seen by o el
Oves [OMNo  Swaand look left, right and then left
again before crosing susels?
Oves  [DCNe  Walk on ddewdlks or ioUlders facing
traffic wihere thera ware ne sckuralks?
Oves [ONe  Creswiththelight?
Locations of problems
R ating: (dircle one)
123456

5. Was your walk pleasant?
OYes O Same unpleasant things
[ N aeded more gras, flowers, or vass
[ Seary dogs
O Seary peaple
O Mot well lighted
O Dirty, latsof litter or trash
[ Dirty air due to automokile exhaust
O something slse
Locations of problems
Rating: (crdleone)
123456

How does your neighborhood stack up?
Add up your ratings and decide.

26-30 Celebratel You have aorest
neighberhead for walking

2125 Celebratea fittle. Your
naighberhood is arety gocd.

T 1620 Okay butit nesds work

11-15  Itnesdslos of work. You deserve
better than that.

Total_ 510 Itsa dimser for walking

o

Now that you've identified the problems,
please turn in this form at your school.

good vy acod axcallent




-Nnforcement Recommendations (/)
1. High Priority

1. Add Crossing Guards along multi-lane roads with no stops

« Century Blvd. (US 45) at Wabash Ave.
« Champaign Ave. (US 136) at Marshall St.

2. Enforcement of No Cell Phones in School Zones State Law
3. Police Presence at School Arrival & Dismissal times
At least at beginning of school year

2. Medium Priority
1.  Message Board Reminders

2.  Implement Proposed School Traffic Circulation
Changes

3. Enforce Motorist Violations

3. Low Priority
1. Bicyclist & Pedestrian Warnings




IDOT SRITS Infrastructure Grants

 Due Monday, October 2, 2023 GOTES To

 New this cycle: High Schools are eligible & %
* Eligible schools = K-12 ’ -

@
 Infrastructure applications m
« Must be within 2 miles of school

ILLINOIS

« Maximum award = $250,000
* No local match required

« Right-of-Way (ROW) must be secured before applying

* Preliminary Engineering must be done within 6
months of award announcement

« [fcommunities apply for an Infrastructure grant, they
should also apply for a Non-Infrastructure grant




IDOT SRTS Non-Infrastructure Grants

 Due Monday, October 2, 2023

« Grantee-designed application &
e Maximum award = $100,000 =

 New this cycle: Mini-grants § s ¢
« Choose one: m
« Walk & Roll to School Day (October) or Bike & Roll to School Day (May) event ILLINOIS
« Bike Rodeo or Bike Safety Clinic event
« Pedestrian & Bike Personal Safety for Students
« Pop-Up Traffic Garden

 Crossing Guard Training
« Maximum award = $25000

 Must be completed in the School Year after the award
announcement

 For example, if the grant awards are announced in March 2024,
the activities must be completed in the 2024-25 School Year.




-1nal Steps

» August/September: Plan approvals from RCS & Village
Boards

* October 2: IDOT SRTS grant applications due

 Ongoing: Implementation of recommendations
* Village: work with IDOT & property owners
 RCS: non-infrastructure recommendations




Thank You!

« Gabe Lewis
« CCRPC Planner
* glewis@ccrpc.org
« 217-819-4102



mailto:glewis@ccrpc.org
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