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Goal 4: Encourage efforts between public
agencies (state and local) and technology
providers.
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in collaboration with the
Piatt County Regional Planning Commission

Goal 5: Piatt County will endeavor to have a
drainage system that withstands a minimum
of a 10 year storm and reduces the amount of
pollution that enters waterways.

Goal 6: Piatt County will seek to be fiscally
responsible by optimizing use of existing
infrastructure before replacing or expanding its
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character with development pressures

of both high and low intensity land uses.
The County has recently experienced and
allowed an increase in rural residential
development while pressure for
commercial and industrial development
has been met with opposition. The
County Comprehensive Plan provides
guidance regarding future development
as well as the economy, community
facilities, utilities, housing, historic and
cultural resources, transportation, land
use, natural resources, nature preserves,
parks, and recreation.

Objective 5.1: Provide information about
state and federal incentives for using

HOUSlng environmentally friendly practices.

Housing in Piatt County is projected to continue to grow through the 2030
planning horizon. Residents are generally satisfied with housing options;
however, it is noted that a small population is potentially underserved and
could benefit from more alternatives in affordable housing. Recent rural
residential development has impacted farmland and natural areas, and there
is concern that quality of life may degrade from continued lack of industry that
supports the tax base. Residents also expressed concern that higher intensity
development may detract from the community and surrounding areas,
especially in residential areas. The plan identifies the need for a diverse
range of housing throughout Piatt County that considers income, efficiency,
environment, and accessibility. Development should occur only with adequate
infrastructure and public services, and consider impact on adjacent land uses
including but not limited to visual, transportation and health.

Goal 6: Encourage ADA accessible housing in
new developments and renovation projects.

HISTORIC AND CULTURAL RESOURCES

Goal 1: Identify, record, and evaluate resources
and sites.
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Objective 1.1: Encourage the use of
professionally developed historic surveys to
determine historic and cultural resources.
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Objective 1.2: Encourage the coordination
of ordinances and plans to develop sound
preservation programs.

Goal 2: Preserve Historic and Cultural
Resources.

Objective 2.1: Support preservation efforts for
its contribution to quality of life and cultural
vitality.

Goal 3: Increase awareness of Historic and
Cultural Resources.




between the county and other areas.

Objective 1.2: Improve access for safe,
convenient, and economical movements
of people and goods through access
management practices and consideration
of land use design in transportation system
improvements.

Objective 1.3: Where feasible and practical,
all transportation system users will have
convenient, multi-modal access to all parts of
the county.

Objective 1.4: Improve safety for all users by
considering crash reduction strategies such as
improvements to roadway geometry, signage
and markings, and educational opportunities
for motorists, pedestrians, and bicyclists.

Objective 1.5: Interagency coordination will
be emphasized in all phases of transportation
planning, implementation, and construction.

LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT

Goal 1: Use land for the affordance of
employment, residence, and recreation while
ensuring the capacity of that land to be used
in such ways indefinitely while recognizing
individual landowners’ rights.

Objective 1.1: Develop land in densities and
patterns that are consistent with the long-term
continuation of agriculture as a primary land
use.

Objective 1.2: Allocate adequate commerecial,
industrial, and residential acreage to meet
future needs while minimizing conflicts
between these and other land uses.

Objective 1.3: Concentrate growth and
development within the County’s municipalities
rather than rural parts of the county to use
existing infrastructure, provide appropriate
service, and reduce negative impacts and costs
associated with development.

Objective 1.4: Preserve areas that are
environmentally sensitive or provide natural
services.

Objective 1.5: In planning for future community
growth areas, seek to avoid unnecessary
conversion of agricultural land to non-
agricultural land-uses.

Objective 1.6: Approve development projects
subject to existing or planned public facilities
and utilities.

Objective 1.7: Encourage all developments
to have pre-annexation agreements and/
or annexation to municipalities when within
the one and one-half mile extraterritorial
jurisdictions (ETJs).

Objective 1.8: Encourage planned development
through pre-annexation agreements and/or
annexation to municipalities with input from
surrounding landowners and all surrounding
jurisdictions.

Objective 1.9: Coordinate land use
designations with soil and topographic
characteristics, the protection of historical and
natural resources, existing land uses, and the

rom land use development. Best management practices were identified to help
manage impacts on the transportation system by linking land use decisions and
transportation impacts, designing for multi-modalism, using traffic calming, and
focusing on interagency coordination and public input.

Land Use

The land use portion of the plan provides an updated foundation for the County Zoning Ordinance. The
Comprehensive Plan is intended to provide a blueprint for the future land use pattern. This identifies land
uses that are desired or expected. Residential development has steadily increased in Piatt County and is
expected to continue.

The plan recommends that this development primarily occur in municipalities where development is
connected to municipal facilities with access to public services. Some residential development will
occur in rural areas of the County. In these areas, two development types are suggested: Low density
residential and conservation residential. Both of these development patterns focus on maintaining the
rural character and natural environment. High density and medium density residential development are
defined in the plan as examples of development that are desirable for incorporated areas in the County
rather than rural areas.

Land uses identified in the plan include commercial, industrial, institutional, and agricultural, among
others. Great concern was expressed regarding the siting of higher intensity land uses which are
unsuitable or undesirable in some areas. The Future Land Use Map identifies areas where development
is preferred; site quality and feasibility were only generally assessed. More details and site analysis are
required prior to development. The development of guidelines that assess the impact on infrastructure,
the environment, mobility, preservation, and landscape character will help ensure that specific criteria are
considered.

The plan states that land should be used for employment, residence, and recreation, not ‘consumed’. To
accomplish this, the plan suggests development density and patterns that are compatible with agricultural

land uses, and protecting the environment using a combination of regulatory and educational approaches.
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Piatt County Comprehensive Plan
Future Land Use Map

Future Land Uses and Development

Agricultural
Low Density Residential
w= Conservation Residential
m= Commercial / Industrial
m= Commercial
! Trails
3% Proposed Mobility Hub (Park and Ride)

Low Density residential provides for

rural development, but minimizes

Bhysical and visual impacts on a case
y case basis.

Conservation residential provides for
rural development, but emphasizes
mitigation of environmental impacts,
shared cost for sewer, water an
transportation, and maintains
farming as the primary rural land use

Existing Land Uses

Interstate

Highway

Road

Railroad

Environmentally Sensitive Area
Existing Park or Natural Area
Stream or Major Drainage
Lake

Municipal Boundary
Unincorporated Settlement
Sewer Facility Planning Area
Extraterritorial Jurisdiction
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Environmentally Sensitive Areas
include flood péins, wetlands, soils
subject to flooding, and state
designated environmental areas.
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regional approach to preserving and managing
natural resources including ground and surface
water resources.

Objective 4.4: |dentify strategies to reduce
pollution levels within the County, including air,
night sky, noise, water, and land pollutants.

Goal 5: Protect groundwater resources,
including the Mahomet Aquifer, from over-
extraction.

PARKS AND OPEN SPACES

Goal 1: Piatt County will have sufficient open
space and related amenities for all residents
that can be accessed by multiple travel modes.

Objective 1.1: Undertake a needs assessment
that identifies park space, amenities, and
bicycle/pedestrian facilities.

Objective 1.2: Acquire amenities in accordance
with an amenities plan that is based on the
desires and needs of a majority of Piatt County
residents.

Objective 1.3: Acquire adequate sites in
advance of need and in accordance with an
overall parks acquisition plan.

Objective 1.4: Create and implement an
ordinance that requires an established
amount of open space in all new
developments.

Objective 1.5: Withdraw from normal urban
use and retain as permanent open space those
areas which because of topography, flooding,
steep slopes, or other similar conditions are not
suitable for development.

Objective 1.6: Encourage Federal Rails-to-
Trails initiatives, especially those that have
linkages to parks and other recreational activity
centers.

Objective 1.7: Encourage safe and logical
connections between parks, residential areas,
and other activity centers for bicyclists and
pedestrians.

Goal 2: The Piatt County parks system will be
a regional tourist attraction and draw for area
residents.

Objective 2.1: Develop a marketing plan for
Piatt County parks, including an inventory
of attractions, potential funding sources for
marketing and tourism, and responsible
parties.

Objective 2.2: Market parks in Piatt County as
an amenity for home seekers.

Objective 2.3: Use trails and routes to connect
Piatt County to other regional attractions.

Goal 3: Piatt County parks will be maintained
and upgraded as needed given available
funding.

Objective 3.1: Maintain facilities so that they
remain safe, viable, and handicap accessible
recreation and tourist areas.

Objective 3.2: Seek funds for maintenance,
upgrading, and expansion of parks and their
facilities.




