




Planning Commission Work Session 
December 6, 2022 
 
Proposed Zoning Text Amendments 
Draft Mark-Up Version 
 
ARTICLE 4. STANDARDS FOR SPECIFIC USES 
Section 4.18 State Licensed Day Care Centers 
 
C. Outdoor Recreation Area. For Child Day Care Centers, a minimum of 75150 square feet of outdoor 
recreation area shall be provided and maintained per child at the licensed capacity of the child care 
center, provided that the overall area shall not be less than 1,2005,000 square feet. The outdoor 
recreation area shall be suitably fenced, secured, and screened from abutting residential uses with a 
decorative opaque fence with a minimum height of four (4) feet. Outside activities shall take place at 
least 25 feet from any residential district or use. 
 
(Reasoning: Mich. Admin. Code R. 400.8170 states that “A center operating with children in attendance 
for 3 or more continuous hours a day shall have an outdoor play area that has at least 1,200 square feet. 
More than 1,200 square feet of outdoor play area may be required when the minimum amount is not 
adequate for the number of children for which the center is licensed. Also, looking at other states… 
Oregon requires 75 square feet per child, and Ohio requires 60 square feet per child.) 
 
ARTICLE 7. LANDSCAPING. 
(Recommendation to table discussion on text amendments to next work session, and devote entire next 
work session to Landscaping.) 
 
 
ARTICLE 14. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
Section 14.03 Zoning Compliance Permit 
 
A. No use, exterior construction, exterior work, excavation, movement of earth, or any activity 
associated with a permanent improvement or change of use, land or building, exterior alteration, 
addition, demolition, or similar activity, other than preliminary testing, boring, soil samples, surveying 
and investigative work or activity shall be commenced, performed, or done without the issuance of a 
Zoning Compliance Permit. 

 
B. No permit shall be issued by any City, County, or State official or agency for any use, building, exterior 
construction, exterior work, exterior alteration, addition, or improvement to land, as above described, 
until a Zoning Compliance Permit has been issued by the Planning and Zoning Administrator as required 
by this Ordinance. The issuance of any other approval or certification of a Site Plan, variance, Special Use 
Permit, Planned Unit Development, or other discretionary permit by any board or body under this 
Ordinance, shall not supersede or lessen compliance with this Article of the Ordinance and that any use, 
development, construction, improvement, or work allowed under such discretionary permit, shall in all 
cases be further conditioned on compliance with this Article and shall not be allowed until the issuance 
of the Zoning Compliance Permit in accordance with this Article. 
 
 
 



Section TBD: Solar 
(Please review the sample ordinance from the City of Novi and provide feedback on whether this is the 
direction the Planning Commission would like to go. If so, I can draft an ordinance using similar language 
to bring to a future work session for further discussion.) 
 
 
Section TBD: Food Trucks (Mobile Vending Units) 
(Please review the sample ordinance that I authored when I worked for the City of Inkster and provide 
feedback on whether this is the direction the Planning Commission would like to go. If so, I can draft an 
ordinance using similar language to bring to a future work session for further discussion.) 
 
 
ARTICLE 4. STANDARDS FOR SPECIFIC USES  
Section 14.23 Temporary Uses and Special Events 
 
B. Special Events. Special Events shall comply with all applicable standards in Article VI: Special Events of 
the General Code of Ordinances. Festivals, farmers markets, or other special events may be permitted in 
any district, upon approval by the City Council based upon the finding that the location of such an 
activity will not adversely affect adjoining properties, or adversely affect public health, safety, morals, 
and the general welfare. 
 
(1) Such special events shall submit hours of operation and all required information in Section 14.03 
for approval. 
(2) Special events shall comply with all applicable ordinance standards and outside agency 
requirements. 
 
 
ARTICLE 6. GENERAL PROVISIONS  
Section 6.11 Performance Standards 
 
A. Noise. Noise from uses shall comply with all applicable standards in Article II: Noise of the General 
Code of Ordinances. 
 

 Permitted Decibel Levels 
Use of Property Receiving the Sound  7:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. 10:00 p.m. - 7:00 a.m. 
Residential Uses (within 50 feet of the subject property*)  61 55 
Commercial Uses (within 50 feet of the subject property*)  71 61 
*Measured at the property line of use receiving the sound within the specified distance.  
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Planning Commission Work Session 
December 6, 2022 
 
Proposed Zoning Text Amendments 
Draft Clean Version 
 
ARTICLE 4. STANDARDS FOR SPECIFIC USES 
Section 4.18 State Licensed Day Care Centers 
 
C. Outdoor Recreation Area. For Child Day Care Centers, a minimum of 75 square feet of outdoor 
recreation area shall be provided and maintained per child at the licensed capacity of the child care 
center, provided that the overall area shall not be less than 1,200 square feet. The outdoor recreation 
area shall be suitably fenced, secured, and screened from abutting residential uses with a decorative 
opaque fence with a minimum height of four (4) feet. Outside activities shall take place at least 25 feet 
from any residential district or use. 
 
(Reasoning: Mich. Admin. Code R. 400.8170 states that “A center operating with children in attendance 
for 3 or more continuous hours a day shall have an outdoor play area that has at least 1,200 square feet. 
More than 1,200 square feet of outdoor play area may be required when the minimum amount is not 
adequate for the number of children for which the center is licensed. Also, looking at other states… 
Oregon requires 75 square feet per child, and Ohio requires 60 square feet per child.) 
 
ARTICLE 7. LANDSCAPING. 
(Recommendation to table discussion on text amendments to next work session, and devote entire next 
work session to Landscaping.) 
 
 
ARTICLE 14. ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
Section 14.03 Zoning Compliance Permit 
 
A. No use, exterior construction, exterior work, excavation, movement of earth, or any activity 
associated with a permanent improvement or change of use, land or building, exterior alteration, 
addition, demolition, or similar activity, other than preliminary testing, boring, soil samples, surveying 
and investigative work or activity shall be commenced, performed, or done without the issuance of a 
Zoning Compliance Permit. 

 
B. No permit shall be issued by any City, County, or State official or agency for any use, building, exterior 
construction, exterior work, exterior alteration, addition, or improvement to land, as above described, 
until a Zoning Compliance Permit has been issued by the Planning and Zoning Administrator as required 
by this Ordinance. The issuance of any other approval or certification of a Site Plan, variance, Special Use 
Permit, Planned Unit Development, or other discretionary permit by any board or body under this 
Ordinance, shall not supersede or lessen compliance with this Article of the Ordinance and that any use, 
development, construction, improvement, or work allowed under such discretionary permit, shall in all 
cases be further conditioned on compliance with this Article and shall not be allowed until the issuance 
of the Zoning Compliance Permit in accordance with this Article. 
 
 
 



Section TBD: Solar 
(Please review the sample ordinance from the City of Novi and provide feedback on whether this is the 
direction the Planning Commission would like to go. If so, I can draft an ordinance using similar language 
to bring to a future work session for further discussion.) 
 
 
Section TBD: Food Trucks (Mobile Vending Units) 
(Please review the sample ordinance that I authored when I worked for the City of Inkster and provide 
feedback on whether this is the direction the Planning Commission would like to go. If so, I can draft an 
ordinance using similar language to bring to a future work session for further discussion.) 
 
 
ARTICLE 4. STANDARDS FOR SPECIFIC USES  
Section 14.23 Temporary Uses and Special Events 
 
B. Special Events. Special Events shall comply with all applicable standards in Article VI: Special Events of 
the General Code of Ordinances.  
 
 
ARTICLE 6. GENERAL PROVISIONS  
Section 6.11 Performance Standards 
 
A. Noise. Noise from uses shall comply with all applicable standards in Article II: Noise of the General 
Code of Ordinances. 
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