
The Story of Babar by Jean deBrunhoff

The Three Snow Bears by Jan Brett

The Tiny Seed by Eric Carle

The Twelve Days of Kindergarten by Deborah Lee 
Rose

There Was An Old Lady Who Swallowed Some 
Books by Lucille Colandro

There's an Alligator Under My Bed by Mercer 
Mayer

This is Not My Hat by Jon Klassen

Today I Feel Silly & Other Moods That Make My 
Day by Jamie Lee Curtis

Tyrannosaurus Rex vs. Edna the Very First Chicken 
by Douglas Rees

Waiting by Kevin Henkes

We Are in a Book! by Mo Willems

We Are Water Protectors by Carole Lindstrom

What Do You Do with a Tail Like This? by Steve 
Jenkins & Robin Page

What to do with a Box by Jane Yolen

When Dinosaurs Came with Everything by Elise 
Broach

When’s My Birthday? by Julie Fogliano

Why Am I Me? by Paige Britt

Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People's Ears by Verna 
Aardema

Windblown by Édouard Manceau

Woolbur by Leslie Helakoski

You are (Not) Small by Anna Kang

You Can Read by Helaine Becker

Z is for Moose by Kelly Bingham

A Chair for My Mother by Vera B. William

A Day with No Crayons by Elizabeth Rusch

A Hungry Lion, or, A Dwindling Assortment of  
Animals by Lucy Ruth Cummins

A Library Book for Bear by Bonny Becker

A Sick Day for Amos McGee by Philip Stead

Abuela by Arthur Dorros

Actual Size by Steve Jenkins

After the Fall: How Humpty Dumpty Got back Up 
Again by Dan Santat 

Anansi The Spider by Gerald McDermott

Art by Patrick McDonnell

Ballet Cat: Dance! Dance! Underpants! by Bob Shea

Balloons Over Broadway: The True Story of the 
Puppeteer of Macy’s Parade by Melissa Sweet

Bats at the Library by Brian Lies

Bee-Bim Bop! by Linda Sue Park

Best Frints in the Whole Universe by Antoinette Portis

Blackout  by John Rocco

Brothers at Bat by Audrey Vernick

Chalk by Bill Thomson

Cindy Moo by Lori Mortensen

Duck at the Door by Jackie Urbanovic

Duck For President by Doreen Cronin

Elmer’s Special Day by David McKee

Extra Yarn by Mac Barnett

Fall Mixed Up by Bob Raczka

First the Egg by Laura Vaccaro Seeger

Goldilocks and the Three Bears by James Marshall

Goodnight, Goodnight, Construction Site by Sherri 
Duskey Rinker

Grace for President by Kelly DiPucchio

Gregory, the Terrible Eater by Mitchell Sharmat

Grumpy Bird by Jeremy Tankard

Happy by Pharrell Williams

Hi! Fly Guy by Tedd Arnold

Hootenanny!: A Festive Counting Book by Kimberly 
Ainsworth

How I Became a Pirate by Melinda Long

I Am Sacagawea by Brad Meltzer

I Went Walking by Sue Williams

If You Give a Dog a Donut by Laura Numeroff

I’m Dirty by Kate McMullan

Jabari Jumps by Gaia Cornwall

Joseph Had a Little Overcoat by Simms Tabock

Last Stop on Market Street by Matt De La Pena

Leo the Late Bloomer by Robert Kraus

Library Lion by Michelle Knudson

Little Blue Truck by Alice Schertle

Louise: The Adventures of a Chicken by Kate 
DiCamillo

Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile by Bernard Waber

Maybe Something Beautiful by Isabel F. Campoy

Miss Bindergarten Gets Ready for Kindergarten by 
Joseph Slate

Mix It Up by Hervé Tullet

Mommy’s Khimar by Hena Khan

Moo Who? by Margie Palatini

More Than Sunny by Shelley Johannes

Mr. Tiger Goes Wild by Peter Brown

My Heart is Like a Zoo by Michael Hall

No Sleep for the Sheep! by Karen Beaumont

No Two Alike by Keith Baker

Officer Buckle and Gloria by Peggy Rathmann

One Potato, Two Potato by Cynthia DeFelice

Outside, Inside by LeUyen Pham

Pete The Cat and His Four Groovy Buttons by Eric 
Litwin

Say What? by Angela DiTerlizzi

Silverlicious by Victoria Kann

Sky Color by Peter Reynolds

Snowmen at Night by Caralyn Buehner

Swirl by Swirl: Spirals in Nature by Joyce Sidman

Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold

The Art Lesson by Tomie De Paola

The Backwards Birthday Party by Tom Chapin

The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein

The Good Egg by Jory John

The Incredible Book Eating Boy by Oliver Jeffers

The Keeping Quilt by Patrica Polacco

The Legend of Mackinac Island by Kathy-Jo Wargin

The Most Magnificent Thing by Ashley Spires

The Neighborhood Mother Goose by Nina Crews

The Squeaky Door by Margaret Read MacDonald

The Stinky Cheese Man & Other Fairly Stupid Tales 
by Jon Scieszka
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Welcome to Kindergarten!  Your child’s educational journey began with you, but it doesn’t stop when they go off 
to the classroom.  Continue your journey together at home by taking part in the Kindergarten Challenge.

The Kindergarten Challenge has been designed by the Clinton-Macomb Public Library to 
assist your Kindergartener in their literacy development.  This list of read-aloud books will 
help your child develop the skills necessary to become a thriving reader.  Reading aloud 
is the single most important activity for building the knowledge required for eventual 
success in reading1.  Literacy results in Kindergarten are predictive of reading and writing 
achievement levels at the end of first grade and research shows that children who begin 
third grade struggling in reading and writing rarely catch up to their age-appropriate peers 
and tend to struggle all the way through high school2.  Working together with your 
Kindergartener, you can strengthen their literacy skills, instill an importance of reading, 
and have fun together!

What to do with the Kindergarten Challenge:
Your child has received the Kindergarten Challenge packet which includes the poster of 100 books to read 
during kindergarten.  Within the titles listed you will see some old classics, some new books, and many concept 
building books.  All book titles located at CMPL are marked with an orange star        to help spot them in the 
collections.  

Completing the Challenge:
Pick a book to start with and the reading fun begins.  Choose a special time for you to read aloud to your child.  
As your child’s reading progresses, take turns reading pages to each other.  As you complete reading books, mark 
off the star next to the title with a marker.  Don’t forget to talk about the books, helping to reinforce comprehen-
sion skills for your Kindergartener.  

Once you’ve completed reading all 100 books, stop by the library to receive your certificate of completion, a free 
book, and a Kindergarten Challenge Sticker!

Ways to help your children get the most out of being read to: 
     Read slowly, with expression. Try using different voices for different characters. 
     Follow the words with your finger as you read. Your child will see that words are read from the left to the right 
     of the page. 
     Point to the pictures and say the names of objects and colors. 
     Have your child help turn the pages. 
     Ask your child to describe pictures, repeat phrases used in the story, and predict what will happen next. 
     Take time to answer her questions.
     Visit Reading is Fundamental at www.rif.org for more tips on reading aloud with your child.  

1 Becoming a Nation of Readers 1985 Report
2 Campaign For Grade Level Reading

Main Library
40900 Romeo Plank Road

Clinton Township, MI 48038
(586) 226-5000

Inspire. Create. Dream. Learn.

North Branch 
54100 Broughton

Macomb, MI 48042
(586) 226-5080

South Branch
35679 South Gratiot Avenue
Clinton Township, MI 40835

(586) 226-5070

Come check out books at any CMPL location or visit us at www.cmpl.org!

Hours of Service
  Monday-Thursday
  Friday-Saturday
  Sunday*

(*Main Library only)

9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

12 p.m. - 6 p.m.

Take the

Kindergarten Challenge

All I really 
need to know 
I learned in
Kindergarten.


