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MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY: OFFICE CLOSED
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In honor of Memorial Day,
City Offices will be closed.

Garbage collection services will continue
without any disruption.



The DeSoto Police Department held its annual Peace Officer Memorial Ceremony at
9:00 am, Wednesday, May 17 in front of DeSoto Police Headquarters, 714 E Belt Line
Road. 

Approximately 70 people attended the morning ceremony including DeSoto Mayor
Rachel Proctor and several City Councilmembers, DeSoto City Manager Brandon
Wright and senior City officials, DeSoto Police Chief Joe Costa, Assistant Chief Ryan
Jesionek, and a large contingent of DeSoto’s Police force and Citizens Police Academy
Alumni, DeSoto Fire Chief Bryan Southard and his command staff, and members of first
responder agencies from other Texas cities including Police Chief Nick Bristow of
Glenn Heights, Former DeSoto & Rowlett Police Chief Mike Broadnax who is now with
Midlothian Police, and Bag Piper and Trumpeter Doug Compton of the Irving Fire
Department.

DESOTO HONORS FALLEN PEACE OFFICERS 
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Mayor Rachel Proctor greeted the attendees and issued a proclamation for National
Police Week and the Police Memorial Ceremony. Before she shared the
proclamation, Mayor Proctor stated, “As your Mayor, I’m very proud to be able to
stand with our community to honor and remember brave men and women who
have made the ultimate sacrifice in the line of duty. This week we’re coming
together to show our support for our law enforcement and the families of those
who have fallen and to thank them for all their sacrifices and for all the things they
do to serve our community with honor and distinction.”



DeSoto Assistant Police Chief Ryan Jesionek conducted Wednesday morning’s ceremony on
behalf of Chief Joe Costa and explained to the gathering the solemn nature of the occasion.
He noted that Texas led the nation in peace officer deaths in 2022 with 35, and pointed out
that the greatest number of deaths were from COVID-19. 

Assistant Chief Jesionek explained to those in attendance the poignant symbolism of the
unoccupied table set for a peace officer who has made the ultimate sacrifice. He noted that
the table was a symbol of the officers and what they left behind. It was set for one but the
number was many. The chair was empty because the fallen could no longer join us. The
white tablecloth symbolized the purity of the officers intentions to serve their communities.
The candle symbolizes their spirit to serve. The glass is inverted; they cannot drink nor toast
with us this day. A slice of lemon on the plate reminds us of their bitter fate.

DESOTO HONORS FALLEN PEACE OFFICERS,
CONTINUED...
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You can view footage of Assistant Chief Ryan Jesionek’s comments on the Memorial Table for
Fallen Peace Officers and see the moving conclusion of the ceremony, which includes the
lowering of the flags, the playing of bagpipes and “Taps” on a bugle, and a 21-gun salute here.
https://app.box.com/s/g36u8kbn9ljvck2xef4l1i4cve4iao63.

The City of DeSoto would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to the nation’s peace officers
who made the ultimate sacrifice while safeguarding their communities. Our deepest
condolences and appreciation go out to their families for their losses.

https://app.box.com/s/g36u8kbn9ljvck2xef4l1i4cve4iao63


Nobody likes being caught in construction-related traffic delays or detours and that
includes our project managers. During this program Elizabeth Quilici not only thanked
DeSoto motorists for their patience but made it know that she also “feels their pain.” 

Said Quilici, “I just want to thank everybody and thank the residents mostly for being
accommodating during construction. I know I’ve been driving through it and sometimes
I forget a road is under construction and I know it’s a pain to drive through, so I just
wanted to thank you for your patience as we work to improve our roadways.”

The City is in the midst of multiple roadway
& infrastructure projects and Assistant
Director of Development Services Elizabeth
Quilici and City Engineer MD Hossain
joined program host Matt Smith on
Thursday to provide several project
updates.

DESOTO: IN-DEPTH:  ROAD CONSTRUCTION UPDATES
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To get the details of these projects you can view this week's DeSoto: In-Depth on our
Facebook Page. You can also view the summary slides that are included with this story. 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=768548428199402


DESOTO: IN-DEPTH, CONTINUED...
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For residents who want to know the status
of projects that impact them, City Engineer
MD Hossain observed “We have a web page
on the City website that provides quarterly
updates of all the projects.” Visit DeSoto's
website to view this page at:
 https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/1954/Capita
l-Improvement-Projects-CIP

https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/1954/Capital-Improvement-Projects-CIP
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES
COUNCILMEMBER BYRD SWORN IN FOR ANOTHER TERM
On Monday, May 15, Mayor Pro Tem Andre Byrd, who was recently re-elected to the
DeSoto City Council, was sworn in for another term in office at the conclusion of Monday’s
Special Meeting of the DeSoto City Council. Councilmember Byrd was sworn-in by long
time friend and neighbor Judge Danielle Diaz who lived behind Byrd when he was growing
up. Immediately following his swearing-in, participants were invited to a reception
immediately following in the Bluebonnet Room.

The City of DeSoto would like to wish Councilmember Byrd all the best as he begins his new
term in office!
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES
RUN OFF ELECTIONS
A Special Runoff Election is hereby ordered to be held on June 10, 2023 to elect:
Councilmember Place 2. Early Voting will only be conducted at Disciple Central
Community Church (Youth Room) located at 901 North Polk Street, Suite 101,
DeSoto, Texas 75115, and Belt Line Conference Center located at 200 E. Belt Line
Road, DeSoto, Texas 75115.

Please visit the Election Page on the City's Website for more information.

http://www.desotoisd.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_165690/File/District%20Information/Back%20to%20School/21-22Calender-Apr8.pdf


 DEPARTMENT UPDATES
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DESOTO FIRE ANNUAL FIRE TOWNHALL 
DeSoto Fire rescue held its annual Fire Townhall meeting on Thursday evening and gave an  
overview of their organization, discussed their partnership with other cities in the region,
talked about the importance of emergency management, and still had the energy to raise
“The Belt" and celebrate their selection by civic academy students as the best City
department presentation two years in a row. Other departments say attendees are
persuaded by the department's homemade barbecue, which doesn't bother our firefighters! 






POLICE DEPARTMENT UPDATES

 DEPARTMENT UPDATES
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CITIZEN FIRE ACADEMY 

FIRE DEPARTMENT
UPDATES
Fire Run Report:  May 7 – May 13
The Fire Department responded to
227 emergency calls for service,
involving 153 medical calls and 74
fire/rescue calls. Included were 8
major vehicle accidents, 3 structure
fires, and 1 trash fire. Additionally, 63
of the 153 medical calls required
additional assistance/manpower from
a fire engine.

Police Call Volume Report: May 7 - May 13
The DeSoto Police Department reported 2,156 calls with the most being neighborhood
patrol calls at 635 calls followed by directed patrol at 331. DeSoto reported 255 traffic stops
and  238 business contacts calls. Police responded to 64 animal-related calls, 53 welfare
check or concern calls, and 11 accident-related calls.

Click the flyer to learn more about the
Citizens Fire Academy, a free course
designed for residents to gain an
inside look into the workings and
everyday life of the Fire Department!

Sign up today!



PUBLIC ART MOVING FORWARD, MOSTLY
The City Council directed that the subject for the FY 2022 call for art should reflect
DeSoto’s unique experience with the social justice or Black Lives Matter movement. A
call for proposals from artists to design and produce an original public art installation
as a Reflection Walk to be located along the Roy Orr Trail was issued under the
guidance of the City’s Arts Commission. Two pieces of sculpture rose to the top of the
selection process. The highest rated proposal includes an archway that will cost more
than the $30,000 budget, and the Arts Commission is exploring funding options
including grants. 

Under the leadership of the Arts Commission, both pieces were selected to proceed
to design utilizing resources from both the FY 2022 and FY 2023 programs. The
obelisk project, designed by artist Akirash, that is slotted for Ernie Roberts Park has
completed design and been given a notice to proceed to fabrication. The base is being
installed and the work is scheduled for installation this August. The design includes
one change reflecting feedback received during the public engagement process. The
original design for this piece is three sided and featured the words “Harmony, Respect
and Tolerance.” The word “Tolerance” was replaced with “Acceptance” based on
community feedback. 

 DEPARTMENT UPDATES
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PUBLIC ART MOVING FORWARD, CONTINUED...

Opportunities for future fabrication of the second art piece, designed by artist Maxwell
Emcays, continue to be explored by the Arts Commission. This gateway arch is programed
to be installed at the entrance to the Roy Orr Trail next to the Outdoor Amphitheater at
Town Center. Below is a picture of the proposed design at the proposed location. Mr.
Emcays has developed a more detailed design allowing him to provide more accurate
feedback regarding the cost of materials and fabrication for the piece. Based on detailed
design, the total estimated budget for the piece will be approximately $100,000. 

Staff presented the updated budget estimates regarding the expected cost of the work
proposed by Mr. Emcays to the Arts Commission at their regular meeting on May 1. Staff will
be following the Commission’s direction to work with the artist to seek supplemental
resources through applying for grants. 




 DEPARTMENT UPDATES
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES
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DEPARTMENT UPDATES
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCE HIGHLIGHTS
GET READY FOR THE 2023 MAYOR'S SUMMER READING CLUB!

It’s never too early to start making your summer plans, especially at the DeSoto
Public Library! This year, the Library invites everyone to join the 2023 Mayor’s
Summer Reading Club, “All Together Now”, starting June 5 and running through
July 31. Mark your calendars because pre-registration starts on Monday May 22.
The program officially begins on Monday June 5. June 5 is also the date for the
Kick-Off FOAM Party from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm in the Library breezeway! 

Get ready for reading, prizes, and free activities all summer long for all ages! This
program is free and open to the public. For more information visit the DeSoto
Public Library, check the Library website www.desototexas.gov/library, or call
(972) 230-9666. 

https://www.desototexas.gov/library
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCE HIGHLIGHTS
TWO SUMMER LIBRARY PROGRAMS OPEN FOR REGISTRATION

Parents, are you ready to register your child
for the summer Book Buddies program? This
all-volunteer program matches teen
volunteers from the community with a
reading buddy (child). Teens also do
enrichment activities with the children!

Register your child at
https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/FormCenter/
Library-5/2023-Summer-Book-Buddies-
Program-234

Space is limited and registration is
required. Please don’t delay. Sign-up your

child today! 



Teens can also sign up for the annual Teen
Summer Volunteer Program (TSVP). This
seven-week program gives teens
confidence building volunteer experience,
practical job skills, customer and public
service experience, and more!

Teens may apply at
https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/FormCenter
/Library-5/2023-Teen-Summer-
Volunteer-Application-233. 

Space is limited. APPLY TODAY! 

Questions? Contact Marq Runnels at (972)
230-9663.

https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/FormCenter/Library-5/2023-Summer-Book-Buddies-Program-234
https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/FormCenter/Library-5/2023-Teen-Summer-Volunteer-Application-233
https://www.ci.desoto.tx.us/FormCenter/Library-5/2023-Teen-Summer-Volunteer-Application-233
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCE HIGHLIGHTS
YOUR LIBRARY CARD IS ALSO THE KEY TO OTHER
LIBRARIES

Duncanville Public Library
Lancaster Veterans Memorial Library
Zula B. Wylie Public Library

With a DeSoto Public Library card, you can
borrow items from these libraries in the Best
Southwest area:

Your library card travels even further, thanks
to the Texas State Library and Archives Commission's TexShare programs! With a
TexShare card, you can borrow from nearly 500 participating libraries across the
State. 

To get started: Get your TexShare card at the DeSoto
Public Library check-out desk. Locate a participating
library with the TexShare Find-A-Library page. Bring your
TexShare card, a photo ID, and your DeSoto Public Library
card with you to the new library. You will be issued a
library card and can borrow their materials. 

Participating TexShare card members include Dallas Theological Seminary,
University of Texas at Arlington, the Plano Public Library System, and many more!
Be sure to call in advance to the library you want to visit for hours and
participation details.

The other TexShare program available to DeSoto Public Library cardholders is
Interlibrary Loan. Don't want to drive to another library to borrow a book that is
not in our collection? Request it through Interlibrary Loan! Use the online form to
place a request HERE. Questions? Visit the DeSoto Public Library Check-Out
Desk or call (972) 230-9665 for more information.

https://www.tsl.texas.gov/texshare/libsearch/
http://www.desototexas.gov/FormCenter/Library-5-5/Interlibrary-Loan-Form-69-69
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCE HIGHLIGHTS
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LIBRARY PROGRAMS AND RESOURCE HIGHLIGHTS
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PARKS AND RECREATION UPDATES
ADA SIDEWALK PARK PROJECTS
Staff began completing some of the ADA sidewalk repairs and created more
functional entry points to new playgrounds this month. Ernie Roberts Park now
has two new easy excess points to the zip line and swing areas. 

Grimes Park now has cross over bridge areas level for safe and easy maneuvering.
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PARKS AND RECREATION UPDATES
TOWN CENTER RENOVATIONS
Staff has been working on updating the landscaping around Town Center this
month. New grass areas have been created along the Library and in the breezeway.
Shrubs in front of the Black Box Theater have been replanted to create a new
improved look. 



PARADE OF HATS TEA PARTY TIME!
Friday, May 19 at 10:00 am 
Ladies, the Month of May brings extravagant hats and flashy tea cups. Join us for a fun time
complete with tea and conversation!

23

PARKS AND RECREATION UPDATES
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PARKS AND RECREATION UPDATES
TEXAS WINDS MUSICAL OUTREACH
Wednesday, May 17 at 10:00 am
Come out and enjoy a FREE concert with Sentimental Journey (Guitar Duo) from The Texas
Winds Musical Outreach
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PARKS AND RECREATION UPDATES

CLICK ON THE FLYERS TO
VIEW MORE INFORMATION

http://www.desototexas.gov/272/Moseley-Pool
http://www.desototexas.gov/272/Moseley-Pool
http://www.desototexas.gov/272/Moseley-Pool
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PARKS AND RECREATION UPDATES

Saturday | May 27 @ 7:00 pm
Enjoy Chadney and Friends as they provide
the sounds of contemporary and jazz music
and comedians Andromeda and Avie Mac.

TRIBUTE TO THE LADIES OF SOUL
WITH A TASTE OF COMEDY

 Friday | May 26 @ 10:00 am
Join our thrilling Billiards Tournament!
Showcase your talent and compete for glory  
in this high-stakes event.

BILLIARDS TOURNAMENT

May 27 | 11:00 am - 6:00 pm
Dive into summer fun as the gates of Moseley
Pool swing open, inviting families and friends
to splash, swim, and create lasting memories
under the warm sun.

MOSELEY POOL: OPENING DAY

https://www.desototexas.gov/calendar.aspx?CID=35&showPastEvents=false


27

PARKS AND RECREATION UPDATES

Take your workout to the next level with our new low
membership rates for you and your family. DeSoto Recreation
Center is the ideal gym for working on your health and fitness
goals. Now available to non-residents. Click here for more
information.

NOW OFFERING NEW MEMBERSHIP RATES

June 3 | 8:00 am to 8:00 pm
Join us as young riders take center stage, showcasing their
awe-inspiring tricks, lightning-fast speed, and impressive
skills on two wheels in an exhilarating BMX tournament that
will leave you breathless!

BMX WORLD SERIES QUALIFIER

June 3 | 11:00 am to 5:00 pm
This family-friendly event with celebrate with children’s
activities live cultural entertainment, speakers, food, and
fabulous vendors. Click here for more information.

MALCOLM X FESTIVAL

June 3 | 6:00 pm to 9:30 pm
Come out and enjoy tons of delicious spicy crawfish, great
food, live music, vendors, and games. Revel in the best blues
and funk and enjoy the infectious rhythms. This will be a
family-friendly, relaxed, and fun community event. Click here
for more information.

CRAWFISH FESTIVAL

http://desototexas.gov/316/Membership
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2023-malcolm-x-festival-tickets-615398502487?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/622102494307
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6:00 PM

D E S O T O ,  T X  C U L T U R A L  A R T S
F O U N D A T I O N  B O A R D  M E E T I N G  |
C O U N C I L  C O N F E R E N C E  R O O M
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6:30 PM

C I T I Z E N S  P O L I C E  A D V I S O R Y
C O M M I T T E E  M E E T I N G  |  D E S O T O
P O L I C E  D E P T  ( T R A I N I N G  R O O M )
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6:00 PM

P L A N N I N G  &  Z O N I N G  M E E T I N G  |
C O U N C I L  C H A M B E R S

MAY/JUNE 2023

28
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6:00 PM

P L A C E  6  V I T U A L  C O M M U N I T Y
C O N V E R S A T I O N  |  V I R T U A L

24
ALL DAY

U P D A T E  O N  C O N S T R U C T I O N  O F
U H L  R O A D  |  V I R T U A L
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7:00 PM - 8:30 PM

E Y E S  &  E A R S  P R O G R A M
M E E T I N G  |  D E S O T O  P O L I C E
D E P T  ( T R A I N I N G  R O O M )

http://www.desototexas.gov/272/Moseley-Pool

