
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 
January 25, 2016 

 
A meeting of the Town of Fairfield was held on Monday, January 25, 2016 at 8 PM at the Education 
Center, 501 Kings Highway East, Fairfield. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:03 PM by Moderator Pamela Iacono. 
 

PRESENT:  33    ABSENT:  7  VACANCY:  0  
 
PRESENT: P. Ambrose, Bateson, McCullough, Varian, Gerber, Lynch, Newman, Perham, Dean, 

Durrell, Harrison, Orriss, Gottlieb, Hochberg, Pires, Zezima, Garskof,  Way, Wolk, M. 
Ambrose, Neuberger, Solomon, McCarthy, McDermott, Vergara, Wackerman, Ference, 
Iacono, Messina, Tallman, Farnen, Georgiadis, Cargill, Fattibene 

 
ABSENT:         Lynch, Smey, Gale, Lee, Perugini, Herley, Sundman 
 
ITEM NO. 1 ON CALL:  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
Moderator Iacono led the Pledge of Allegiance and asked the Body to observe a moment of silence for the 
Caluga family who lost their son in a motor vehicle accident during the Holiday break. 
 
ITEM NO. 2 ON CALL: TO HEAR AN ADDRESS ON THE STATE OF THE TOWN BY THE 

FIRST SELECTMAN. 
 
First Selectman Mike Tetreau delivered an address on the state of the town (attached). 
 
ITEM NO. 3 ON CALL: LEASE REPORT OF TOWN PROPERTIES 
 
This report was heard in committee and there were no further questions. 
 
ITEM NO. 4 ON CALL: BLIGHT OFFICER’S REPORT ON CONDEMNATION & BLIGHT. 
 
This report was distributed with the Call. As there were no questions, Tom Conley, Blight Officer noted 
that the Plant Factory was 99.9% taken down and that several other properties on the blight list were 
being addressed.  
 
ITEM NO. 5 ON CALL:  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETINGS 

HELD ON NOVEMBER 30, 2015 AND DECEMBER 14, 2015. 
 
Heather Dean, District 3 moved this item as distributed with the call, duly seconded. 
 
VOTE:  The minutes from the regular meetings held on November 30th and December 14th were 
approved with 32 in favor and 1 abstention (McCullough) 
 
ITEM NO. 6 ON CALL: REAPPOINTMENTS OF JAMES L. HARMAN (D) 710 MILL HILL 

ROAD, TERM NOV. 2015-2019, NORMAN R. MARSILIUS (R), 86 
HILL BROOK LANE, TERM NOV. 2015-2019 TO THE HARBOR 
COMMISSION. 

 
Mary McCullough, District 1 moved this item as distributed with the call, duly seconded. 
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VOTE:  The appointments of James L. Harman and Norman R. Marsilius were approved unanimously. 
 
ITEM NO. 7 ON CALL:  REAPPOINTMENT OF MARGARET B. KUFFERMAN (U) 877 

WESTPORT TURNPIKE, TERM NOV, 2015-2020 TO THE 
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION. 

 
Jennifer Hochberg, District 4 moved this item as distributed with the call, duly seconded. 
 
Representative Jill Vergara, District 7 felt that each of the three historic districts should have 
representation on the Historic District Commission as a matter of fairness. She noted that residents of the 
Historic District have no ability to challenge a ruling of the HDC without resorting to a law suit unlike 
bodies such as ZBA or Board of Assessment Appeals. Ms. Vergara hoped that the next vacancy which is 
expected to occur on November will be filled by a resident of one of the three areas covered by the HDC. 
She asked that the Moderator reach out to the HDC chair to have better communication with this body. 
 
VOTE:   The appointment of Margaret Kufferman was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
ITEM NO. 8 ON CALL: APPOINTMENT OF KATHRYN L. BRAUN (R), 245 SUNNYRIDGE 

AVENUE, TERM 2015-2016 (TO FILL THE VACANCY CREATED 
BY THE RESIGNATION OF ALEXIS HARRISON) TO THE FAIRTV 
COMMISSION 

 
Josh Garskof, District 5 moved this item as distributed with the call, duly seconded. Ms. Braun was 
present. 
 
VOTE:    The appointment of Kathryn L. Braun was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
ITEM NO. 9 ON CALL: APPOINTMENTS OF CHRISTOPHER R. JENNINGS (R), 25 

SHERWOOD PLACE, AND KIM TAYLOR (D) 44 CRAIG PLACE, 
TERMS NOV. 2015-2019 TO THE HARBOR MANAGEMENT 
COMMISSION 

 
Ed Bateson, District 1 moved this item as distributed with the call, duly seconded. 
 
VOTE:     The appointments of Christopher Jennings and Kim Taylor were approved with 32 in favor 
and 1 abstention (McCullough). 
 
ITEM NO. 10 ON CALL: TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING 

APPOINTMENTS TO THE BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS AS 
RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS 
CHAIRMAN IN ACCORDANCE WITH §8-1 OF THE TOWN CODE AND 
APPROVED BY THE SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE, AS REFERRED BY THE MODERATOR  FOR REVIEW 
AND RECOMMENDATION (SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL OF THE 
SLMC ON 1/14/16): PAMELA M. FERNBERG (R), 94 PURITAN ROAD, 
TERM*, KATHLEEN D. GRIFFIN (D), 401 BROOKBEND ROAD, TERM*, 
CLIFFORD J. SMITH (R), 770 OLDFIELD ROAD, TERM* *THE TERM 
FOR EACH BEING BAA HEARING AND DECISION SESSION DURING 
2016. 
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Cynthia Perham, District 2 moved this item as distributed with the call, duly seconded. 
 
Peter Ambrose, District 1 asked if these candidates would receive formal technical training. His concern 
was that although the candidates are all well qualified, there is no formal training program in place. Mr. 
Ambrose stated that he knows that Don Ross will be able to help the candidates. He asked through the 
Moderator if Mr. Tetreau and the Town could train the candidates. 
 
First Selectman Tetreau noted that this was a good point and said that the Town would look into setting 
up a training program and making it available to everyone. 
 
VOTE:      The appointments of Pamela M. Fernberg, Kathleen D. Griffin and Clifford J. Smith were 
approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
ITEM NO. 11 ON CALL:  TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION 

AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF FINANCE: “RESOLVED, 
THAT THE FIRST SELECTMAN IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED, ON BEHALF 
OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD, TO EXPEND UP TO $500,000 TO FUND A 
SMALL TOWN ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE PROJECT (STEAP), 
ENTITLED, ‘IMPROVEMENTS TO THE HISTORIC BURR MANSION,’ 
ONE HUNDRED PER CENT OF SAID COST TO BE REIMBURSED BY A 
SMALL TOWN ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE PROJECT (STEAP) GRANT.” 

 
Julie Gottlieb, District 4 moved this item as distributed with the call, duly seconded. 
 
VOTE:      This item was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
ITEM NO. 12 ON CALL: TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON §95-15.4 OF THE TOWN CODE, 

TO WIT: “AT ITS FIRST REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING IN 
JANUARY 2016, THE REPRESENTATIVE TOWN MEETING SHALL 
CONVENE A SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO REVIEW ARTICLE III OF 
CHAPTER 95, TAX RELIEF FOR ELDERLY AND DISABLED 
HOMEOWNERS.” 

 
Thomas McCarthy, district 7 moved this item as distributed with the call, duly seconded. 
 
VOTE:     This item was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
This matter was referred to the SLMC committee to be populated. 
 
ITEM NO. 13 ON CALL: REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE EDUCATION & 

RECREATION COMMITTEE ON THE BOE BUDGET PROPOSAL. 
       
Carol Way, Education & Recreation Committee chair summarized Dr. Title’s budget report to the RTM. 
Ms. Way advised that all members had received a copy of his proposed budget, and reminded the Body 
that the RTM Budget meetings will be held on April 5, 6 & 7th. She noted that RTM members may raise 
questions and submit them in advance of these meetings through the Moderator for Dr. Title, BOE Chair 
Dwyer, or staff. 
 
Ms. Way summarized that Dr. Title proposed an operating budget of $165,393,561 for FY16/17 which is 
a 2.59% increase over FY15/16. The budget increases have averaged 2.08% over the past 7 years. 
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Because these increases have not covered fixed costs, the District has implemented cost-saving measures 
that would blunt impact on instructional programs. 
 
The proposed budget contains the largest cost savings in many years. Effective July 1, 2016, all school 
employees will convert to the CT Health Insurance plan, resulting in a reduction of approximately $1.5 
million in the health insurance account. Dr. Title had also stated that only those budget requests from 
departments and schools which were of the highest priority and directly linked to the District 
Improvement Plan were included in the budget proposal. 
 
The highlights of the District Improvement Plan 2015-2020 are: Instructional Program, Use of Teams and 
Data to Increase Effectiveness, Leadership Capacity, Use of Resources. 
 
Ms. Way reminded the RTM that there are 10 State mandates: School Climate and Bullying, School 
Security, Teacher and Administrator Evaluation, Common Core/ SBAC Assessments, SLD-Dyslexia  
addition to Specific Learning Disabilities, Foundations of Reading Survey, An Act concerning Seclusion 
and Restraints in Schools, PPT Attendance by paraprofessionals, An Act concerning Students with 
Dyslexia, Cultural Competency and one Federal mandate:  the Affordable Care Act. 
 
Ms. Way noted that often mandates are passed but not funded and the local district must implement the 
program without funding. State aid is less than last year. She thanked Doreen Munsell, Director of 
Finance and her staff for the production of the budget booklet and PowerPoint which are both available 
online. 
  
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Elizabeth P. Browne, CMC, MCTC 
Town Clerk 
 
Recorded by: Frances Daly 
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