
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 
September 25, 2017 

 
A meeting of the Town of Fairfield was held on Monday, September 25, 2017 at 8 PM at the Education 
Center, 501 Kings Highway East, Fairfield. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:05 PM by Moderator Pamela Iacono. 
 
PRESENT:  36    ABSENT:  4  VACANCY:  0  
 
Jennifer Hochberg, District 4, announced that Alice Kelly had been appointed to fill the vacancy created 
by Liz Zezima’s resignation. 
 
PRESENT: P. Ambrose, Jones, McCullough, Varian, Gerber, Lynch, Newman, Perham, Dean, 

Durrell, Orriss, Pine,  Hochberg, Kelly, Lopez, Pires, Garskof, Smey, Way, Wolk, M. 
Ambrose, Gale, Neuberger, McCarthy, McDermott, Vergara, Wackerman, Ference, 
Iacono, Tallman,  Farnen, Georgiadis, Lee, Perugini,  Cargill, Fattibene, Herley 

 
ABSENT:      J. Jones, Lynch, P. Jones, Messina 
 
ITEM NO. 1 ON CALL:  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
Moderator Iacono led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Consent Calendar 
 
The Moderator reported that items numbered 4, 5, 7, 8, 9 and 10 were eligible for the Consent 
Calendar. 
 
Vote: Items 4, 5, 7, 8, 9 and 10 were approved by unanimous voice vote. (M. Ambrose and 
Sundman were not present to vote). 
 
ITEM NO. 2 ON CALL: TO HEAR CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE MINUTES OF THE 

REGULAR MEETING HELD ON JUNE 26TH 2017.  
 
Thomas McCarthy, District 7 moved this item as distributed with the call, duly seconded. 
 
VOTE: The minutes from the Regular Meeting held on June 26th were approved unanimously. (Messrs. 
P. Ambrose and Sundman were absent for this vote.) 
 
ITEM NO. 3 ON CALL: TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE FIRST SELECTMAN OR HIS 

DESIGNEE ON DISORDERLY CONDUCT. 
 
Chief McNamara had made his report in committee. 
 
ITEM NO. 4 ON CALL:  APPOINTMENTS OF TODD J. CHANDLER (R)  AND 

ANDREW D. JONES (D) TO THE FAIRTV COMMISSION 
TERMS JULY 2017 - 2020 

 
This item was on the Consent Calendar. 
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ITEM NO. 5 ON CALL: APPOINTMENT OF BERKELEY K MURRAY (U) TO THE 

HOLLAND HIHLL SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE TO FILL 
THE VACANCY OF NICHOLAS AYSSEH 

 
This item was on the Consent Calendar. 
 
ITEM NO. 6 ON CALL:  TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION 

RECOMMENDED BY THE FIRST SELECTMAN: “RESOLVED, THAT A 
CERTAIN CONTRACT NEGOTIATIED BETWEEN THE TOWN OF 
FAIRFIELD AND THE FAIRFIELD FIRE UNION, LOCAL 1426, 
CONCERNING CONDITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT FOR THE PERIOD 
ENDING JUNE 30, 2017 BE, AND HEREBY IS , AMENDED , IN THE 
MANNER DESCRIBED IN THE ATTACHED TENTATIVE AGREEMENT 
SO AS TO MAKE THE CONTRACT EFFECTIVE THROUGH JUNE 30, 
2021 AND TO INCORPORATE CERTAIN OTHER CHANGES 
REGARDING WAGES, HOURS AND OTHER MATTERS.  

 
Brian Farnen, District 9 moved this item as distributed with the call, duly seconded. 
 
Hannah Gale, Dist. 6 stated that although she is supportive of giving firefighters tools to protect 
their health, she is concerned about consent being taken away in terms of mandatory screening 
for PSA tests and mammograms. 
 
Tom McCarthy, District 7 asked for a brief summary of the changes to OPEB and medical. 
 
Emmet Hibson, HR Director explained the insurance premium cost share increased 1% each 
year. For new hires – eliminate pension at 30 years regardless of age, increase pension eligibility 
age from 51 to 56 with a minimum of 25 years of service (currently 25 years of service and age 
51 or 30 years of service). Increased employee pension contributions by .25% each year effective 
July 1, 2018. 
 
VOTE: The contract was approved by a vote of 35 in favor and 1 abstention (Gale). (Messrs. P. 
Ambrose and Sundman were absent for this vote) 
 
ITEM NO. 7 ON CALL: TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION 

AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BD OF SELECTMEN: “RESOLVED, THAT 
MICHAEL C. TETREAU, FIRST SELECTMAN OF THE TOWN OF 
FAIRFIELD, BE, AND HEREBY IS, AUTHORIZED TO APPLY FOR THE 
2017-2019 FAIRFIELD YOUTH SERVICES STATE GRANT IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $25,188 PER YEAR FOR TWO YEARS AND TO EXECUTE 
SUCH DOCUMENTS AS ARE NECESSARY TO FACILITATE SUCH 
APPLICATION; AND FURTHER RESOLVED, THAT THE TOWN MATCH 
FUNDS FOR SAID GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $25,188 ARE ALREADY 
CONTAINED IN THE FY 2017-2018 BUDGET IN PERSONNEL SERVICES 
AND SHALL BE INCLUDED IN THE FY 2018-2019 BUDGET IN 
PERSONNEL SERVICES; AND FURTHER RESOLVED, THAT UPON 
RECEIPT OF SUCH GRANT, GRANT FUNDS MAY BE EXPENDED AS 
SET FORTH IN THE GRANT DOCUMENTS.” 

 
This item was on the Consent Calendar. 
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ITEM NO. 8 ON CALL: TO CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION AS 

RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF FINANCE:“WHEREAS, IT IS IN 
THE BEST INTEREST OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD TO EXPEND UP TO 
$110,788 TO PURCHASE FIREFIGHTER HEALTH AND FITNESS 
EQUIPMENT AND TRAINING, NINETY PERCENT OF SAID COST TO BE 
REIMBURSED BY A REIMBURSABLE FEDERAL EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA) ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS 
GRANT (AF) ($100,717); NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT 
MICHAEL C. TETREAU, FIRST SELECTMAN, BE AND HEREBY IS 
AUTHORIZED TO ACCEPT IN THE NAME OF AND ON BEHALF OF THE 
TOWN OF FAIRFIELD A REIMBURSABLE FEDERAL EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA) ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS 
GRANT (AFG) IN THE AMOUNT OF $100,717; AND FURTHER 
RESOLVED, THAT THE FIRST SELECTMAN IS HEREBY AUTHORIZED, 
ON BEHALF OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD, TO SIGN AND EXECUTE 
ANY AND ALL NECESSARY DOCUMENTS TO SECURE SAID GRANT; 
AND FURTHER RESOLVED, THAT $110,788 IS HEREBY 
APPROPRIATED TO FUND SAID PURCHASE.” 

 
This item was on the Consent Calendar. 
 
ITEM NO. 9 ON CALL:  TO CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION AS 

RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF FINANCE:“RESOLVED, THAT 
THE BOND APPROPRIATION ENTITLED, ‘A RESOLUTION 
APPROPRIATING $3,200,000 FOR THE COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
REPLACEMENT OF THE VALLEY ROAD BRIDGE OVER HORSE 
TAVERN BROOK, AUTHORIZING A GRANT TO REIMBURSE $2,560,000 
OF SUCH APPROPRIATION, AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF 
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION,’ BE, AND HEREBY IS, 
APPROVED.” 

 
This item was on the Consent Calendar. 
 
ITEM NO. 10 ON CALL: TO CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING RESOLUTION AS 

RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF FINANCE:“RESOLVED, THAT 
THE BOND APPROPRIATION ENTITLED,  ‘A RESOLUTION 
APPROPRIATING $1,448,950 FOR COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH 
PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENTS, AUTHORIZING ACCEPTANCE OF 
GRANTS AND AUTHORIZATION OF BONDS,’ BE, AND HEREBY IS, 
APPROVED.” 

 
This item was on the Consent Calendar. 
 
ITEM NO. 11 ON CALL: TO CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENTS TO § 

78-2 OF THE NOISE ORDINANCE OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF 
FAIRFIELD, SPONSORED BY HEATHER DEAN, DISTRICT 3, ERIN 
LOPEZ, DISTRICT 4, RAY NEUBERGER, DISTRICT 6, JILL VERGARA, 
DISTRICT 7, KAREN WACKERMAN, DISTRICT 7, BRIAN FARNEN, 
DISTRICT 9, WILLIAM PERUGINI, DISTRICT 9 AND SAMUEL 
CARGILL, DISTRICT 10: 
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 §78-2. DEFINITIONS 
 
 NIGHTTIME HOURS 
 THE HOURS BETWEEN 10:00 P.M. AND 7:00 A.M., SUNDAY EVENING 

THROUGH THURSDAY FRIDAY MORNING (WEEKDAY SCHEDULE);- 
AND THE HOURS BETWEEN 11:00 P.M. TO AND- 8:00 A.M., FRIDAY 
EVENING AND THROUGH SATURDAY SUNDAY MORNING 
(WEEKEND SCHEDULE).  
WEEKDAY SCHEDULE: 

    10:00 P.M. SUNDAY THROUGH 7:00 A.M. ON MONDAY 
    10:00 P.M. MONDAY THROUGH 7:00 A.M. ON TUESDAY 
    10:00 P.M. TUESDAY THROUGH 7:00 A.M. ON WEDNESDAY 
    10:00 P.M. WEDNESDAY THROUGH 7:00 A.M. ON THURSDAY 
    10:00 P.M. THURSDAY THROUGH 7:00 A.M. ON FRIDAY 
    WEEKEND SCHEDULE: 
    11:00 P.M. FRIDAY THROUGH 8:00 A.M. ON SATURDAY 
    11:00 P.M. SATURDAY THROUGH 8:00 A.M. ON SUNDAY 
 

DURING ANY STATE OR NATIONAL HOLIDAY, THE WEEKEND 
SCHEDULE WILL BE IN EFFECT FROM THE PREVIOUS EVENING 
BEFORE THE HOLIDAY THROUGH THE END OF MORNING OF THE 
HOLIDAY. 

 
 §78-3. EXCESSIVE NOISE PROHIBITED. 
 IT SHALL BE UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO EMIT OR CAUSE TO 

BE EMITTED ANY NOISE FROM SUCH PERSON’S PROPERTY BEYOND 
THE BOUNDARIES OF HIS PROPERTY LINES IN EXCESS OF THE 
NOISE LEVELS SET FORTH IN §78-5 DURING THE NIGHTTIME HOURS 
AS DEFINED IN §78-2 , EXCEPT IN THOSE INCIDENCES PROVIDED 
FOR IN §§ 78-8 AND 78-9.  “NIGHTTIME HOURS” SHALL MEAN THE 
HOURS BETWEEN 10:00 P.M. AND 7:00 A.M., SUNDAY THROUGH 
THURSDAY, AND 11:00 P.M. AND 8:00 A.M., FRIDAY AND SATURDAY. 

 
Heather Dean, District 3 moved this item as distributed with the call, duly seconded. 
 
Michael Herley, District 10 thanked the sponsors of the ordinance for all of the hard work.  
 
AMENDMENT: Michael Herley moved to change “evening” to “night” in three instances, duly 
seconded. 
 
Mr. Herley explained the change was in the interest of using plain English. Reps. Farnen and Vergara 
agreed to the change.  
 
VOTE:  The motion to change “evening” to “night” in three instances was approved with 22 in favor and 
14 opposed: (Newman, Perham, Dean, Hochberg, Kelly, Lopez, Pires, Garskof, Smey, Wolk, Gale, 
McDermott, Wackerman, Lee). 
VOTE:  The amendments to Chapter 78 Noise were approved by unanimous voice vote. 
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ITEM NO. 12 ON CALL: TO CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING AMENDMENTS TO 

THE ANIMALS ORDINANCE, § 48 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF 
FAIRFIELD, SPONSORED BY JEATHER DEAN, DISTRICT 3, JENNIFER 
HOCHBERG, DISTRICT 4, PHILLIP PIRES, DISTRICT 4, BRIAN FARNEN, 
DISTRICT 9, AND MICHAEL HERLEY, DISTRICT 10: 

   
  §48-1 REMOVAL OF FECES REQUIRED 
 
  IT SHALL BE UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON OR PERSONS OWNING, 

KEEPING, OR HAVING CARE CUSTODY OR CONTROL OF ANY DOG 
TO ALLOW OR PERMIT SUCH ANIMAL TO DEFECATE ON ANY 
PRIVATE PROPERTY OWNED BY ANOTHER PERSON, OR 
CONDOMINIUM COMMON ELEMENTS OR ANY TOWN PROPERTY 
WHATSOEVER, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO PARKS AND 
SCHOOL GROUNDS, UNLESS SUCH PERSON SHALL IMMEDIATELY 
REMOVE ALL FECES SO DEPOSITED BY SUCH ANIMAL AND 
DISPOSE OF SAME IN A PROPER MANNER. 

 
  §48-2 EXCEPTIONS. 
 
  THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ARTICLE SHALL NOT APPLY TO A GUIDE 

OR SERVICE DOG ASSISTING A BLIND, HEARING IMPAIRED OR 
MOBILITY IMPAIRED OR DISABLED PERSON. 

 
  §48-3 PENALTIES FOR OFFENSES. 
 
  EACH VIOLATION OF §48-1 OF THIS ARTICLE SHALL BE 

PUNISHABLE BY A FINE OF $25100. 
 
The Moderator advised that this item will hold over for one month. 
 
ITEM NO. 13 ON CALL: REFERRAL OF AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER 95 TAXATION 

ARTICLE III OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD TO 
THE LEGISLATION & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

 
This item was held in the L&A Committee. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:21 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Elizabeth P. Browne, CMC, MCTC 
Town Clerk 
 
Recorded by: Frances Daly 
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