
 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 
April 23, 2018 

 
A meeting of the Town of Fairfield was held on Monday, April 23, 2018 at 8 PM at the Education Center, 
501 Kings Highway East, Fairfield. 

 
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 PM by Moderator Phil Pires. 

 
PRESENT: 35 ABSENT: 5 VACANCY: 0 

 
PRESENT:       P. Ambrose, Bateson, Varian, Gerber, Lopez, Newman, Perham, Dean, Durrell, Jacobs, 

Pistilli, Pires, Spoylar, Garskof, Siebert, Smey, Wolk, M. Ambrose, Berecz, Gale, Havey, 
Bove, McDermott, Vergara, Wackerman, Berchem, Iacono, Messina, Tallman, Farnen, 
Herron, Horton, Herley, Petise, Sundman 

 
ABSENT: Lefkowitz, Kelly, O’Reilly, Georgiadis, Cargill 

ITEM NO. 1 ON CALL: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE 

Moderator Pires led the Pledge of Allegiance 
 

ITEM NO. 2 ON CALL: CONSIDERATION OF MARCH 26 2018 MINUTES 
 

Heather Dean, District 3, moved this item as distributed with the Call, duly seconded. 
 

VOTE: Upon motion made and duly seconded the minutes were unanimously approved. 
 

ITEM NO. 3 ON CALL:   AUTHORIZATION OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO APPLY TO THE 
COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION FOR THE ROGER SHERMAN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL RENOVATION PROJECT AND TO ESTABLISH 
THE ROGER SHERMAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL BUILDING 
COMMITTEE AS THE BUILDING COMMITTEE AND AUTHORIZATION 
OF PREPARATION OF SCHEMATIC DRAWINGS AND SPECS 

 
Jill Vergara, District 7 moved this item as distributed with the Call, duly seconded. 

 
VOTE: This item was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

 
ITEM NO. 4 ON CALL:   BOND RESOLUTION APPROPRIATING $3,200,000 FOR 

CONSTRUCTION FOR THE RENOVATION OF ROGER SHERMAN 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

 
Jill Vergara, District 7 moved this item as distributed with call, duly seconded. 

 
Jill Vergara, District 7 stated that the entire Democratic Caucus is in favor of this phase of the renovation 
project which needs to be done. 

 
Pamela Iacono, District 8, stated that the Republican Caucus had been in full support of this project from 
early on, and that she hopes that Sherman School will have more appropriate space and clean air. She 
noted that this renovation will correct deficiencies but will not alleviate the overcrowding.. 

 
VOTE: This item was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
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ITEM NO. 5 ON CALL:    AUTHORIZATION OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO APPLY TO THE 

COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION FOR THE FAIRFIELD WARDE AND 
FAIRFIELD LUDLOWE HIGH SCHOOL RENOVATION PROJECT AND TO 
ESTABLISH THE SCHOOL BUILDING COMMITTEE AS THE BUILDING 
COMMITTEE AND AUTHORIZATION OF PREPARATION OF 
SCHEMATIC DRAWINGS AND SPECS 

 
Heather Dean, District 3, moved this item as distributed with the Call, duly seconded. 

 
VOTE: This item was approved by unanimous voice vote. 

 
ITEM NO. 6 ON CALL:          TO HEAR AND CONSIDER FOR THE FIRST TIME AMENDMENTS TO 

THE TAX RELIEF FOR THE ELDERLY AND DISABLED ORDINANCE 
 

The Moderator advised that this item was to be considered only for discussion at this meeting. 
 

Jill Vergara, District 7 stated that the Committee is looking at a January 2019 effective date. They still 
want to move ahead with amendments but need time for research and analysis and consultation with the 
Town Attorney and Assessor’s Office regarding administrative changes. Michael Herley, District 10 
stated that the Committee is committed to working in a bipartisan fashion to provide tax relief. He noted 
that the changes to the tax relief program cannot be committed to before the start of FY2018-2019. The 
Committee will present the new resolution by the November meeting in order to give the First Selectman 
enough time to adjust revenues. 

 
ITEM NO. 7 ON CALL:          TO   HEAR   AND      CONSIDER   FOR   THE   FIRST   TIME   AN 

ORDINANCE REGARDIING TAX ABATEMENT FOR LOW OR 
MODERATE INCOME HOUSING 

 
The Moderator advised that this was the first time this item was being presented to the Body, it was to be 
considered only for discussion at this meeting. 

 
ITEM NO. 8 ON CALL:   REFERRAL OF ORDINANCE CONCERNING THE SAFE 

DISCHARGE OF FIREARMS TO THE LEGISLATION & 
ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 

 
This item will appear on next month’s Call for the first time. 

 
ADJOURNMENT: 

 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
 
Elizabeth P. Browne, CMC, MCTC 
Town Clerk 

 
Recorded by: Frances Daly 
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