
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 
March 26, 2018 

 
A meeting of the Town of Fairfield was held on Monday, March 26, 2018 at 8 PM at the Education 
Center, 501 Kings Highway East, Fairfield. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:02 PM by Deputy Moderator Mark McDermott. 
 
PRESENT:  36    ABSENT:  4  VACANCY:  0  
 
PRESENT: P. Ambrose, Bateson, Lefkowitz, Varian, Gerber, Lopez, Perham, Dean, Durrell, Jacobs, 

Pistilli, Kelly, O’Reilly, Spoylar, Garskof, Siebert, Wolk, M. Ambrose, Berecz, Gale, 
Harvey, Bove, McDermott, Vergara, Wackerman, Berchem, Iacono, Messina,  Tallman,  
Georgiadis, Herron, Horton, Cargill, Sundman  

 
ABSENT:       Newman, Pires, Smey, Herley 
 
ITEM NO. 1 ON CALL:  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF SILENCE 

 
Deputy Moderator McDermott led the Pledge of Allegiance. Peter Ambrose asked the Body to observe a 
moment of silence in memory of Father John Baran, Pastor of St. Anthony’s Parish who passed away 
over the weekend. 

 
ITEM NO. 2 ON CALL: APPROVAL OF THE FEBRUARY 26, 2018 MINUTES 
 
Heather Dean, District 3 moved this item as distributed with the call, duly seconded. 
 
VOTE: The minutes as amended from the Regular Meeting held on February 26, 2018 were approved 
unanimously.  
 
CONSENT CALENDAR:  The Deputy Moderator reported that items numbered 5 and 6 were 
eligible for the Consent Calendar. 
 
VOTE:  Items 5 and 6 were approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
ITEM NO. 3 ON CALL: TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

COMMITTEE. 
 
This report was heard in committee. 
 
ITEM NO. 4 ON CALL: TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE STRATEGIC PLAN 

COMMITTEE. 
 
This report was heard in committee. 
  
ITEM NO. 5 ON CALL: APPOINTMENT OF RODNEY J. VANDEUSEN JR (R) TO THE 

SPECIAL PROJECTS STANDING BUILDING COMMITTEE  
 
This item was on the Consent Calendar. 
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ITEM NO. 6 ON CALL: TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON A RESOLUTION TO 

ENABLE THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 
SUSTAINABLE CT MUNICIPAL CERTIFICATION PROGRAM 
(SEE SUSTAINABLE CT RESOLUTION). 

 
 This item was on the Consent Calendar. 
 
ITEM NO. 7 ON CALL: TO CONSIDER AND ACT UPON AN ORDINANCE  

ESTABLISHING A HOUSING TRUST FUND, SPONSORED BY ED 
BATESON, DISTRICT 1; HEATHER DEAN, DISTRICT 3; PHIL 
PIRES, DISTRICT 4; JOSH GARSKOF, DISTRICT 5; KAREN 
WACKERMAN, DISTRICT 7; JILL VERGARA, DISTRICT 7; 
PAMELA IACONO, DISTRICT 8; AND MICHAEL HERLEY, 
DISTRICT 10. 

 
Jill Vergara, District 7 moved this item as distributed with the call, duly seconded. 
 
VOTE:  This item was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
ITEM NO. 8 ON CALL: THE MODERATOR HAS REFERRED AMENDMENTS TO THE TAX 

RELIEF FOR THE ELDERLY AND DISABLED HOMEOWNERS 
ORDINANCE, SECTION 95-7 TO SECTION 97-15.4 OF CHAPTER 95, 
ARTICLE III, OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD, 
SPONSORED BY THE SENIOR TAX RELIEF ORDINANCE COMMITTEE: 
MICHAEL HERLEY, DISTRICT 10; CYNTHIA PERHAM, DISTRICT 2; 
MARK MCDERMOTT, DISTRICT 7; JILL VERGARA, DISTRICT 7; AND 
PETER TALLMAN, DISTRICT 8; TO THE LEGISLATION AND 
ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE UNDER RULE 32 OF THE RTM RULES 
TO REGULATE. A COPY OF THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE IS 
ATTACHED.   

 
The Deputy Moderator advised that this item will be on the April Call for discussion. 
 
ITEM NO. 9 ON CALL: THE MODERATOR HAS REFERRED AN ORDINANCE REGARDING 

TAX ABATEMENT FOR LOW OR MODERATE INCOME HOUSING; 
SPONSORED BY ERIC NEWMAN, DISTRICT 2; ALEX DURRELL, 
DISTRICT 3; KAREN WACKERMAN, DISTIRCT 7, AND JILL VERGARA, 
DISTRICT 7, TO THE LEGISLATION AND ADMINISTRATION 
COMMITTEE UNDER RULE 32 OF THE RTM RULES TO REGULATE. A 
COPY OF THE PROPOSED ORDINANCE IS ATTACHED.   

 
The Deputy Moderator advised that this item will be on the April Call for discussion. 
 
ITEM NO. 10 ON CALL: THE MODERATOR HAS REFERRED AN ORDINANCE REGARDING 

TAX ABATEMENT FOR PROPERTY OWNED BY OPERATION HOPE, 
SPONSORED BY ERIC NEWMAN, DISTRICT 2;  ALEX DURELL, 
DISTRICT 3; PHIL PIRES, DISTRICT 4; KAREN WACKERMAN, 
DISTRICT 7 AND JILL VERGARA, DISTRICT 7; TO THE LEGISLATION 
AND ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE UNDER RULE 32 OF THE RTM 
RULES TO REGULATE. A COPY OF THE ORDINANCE IS ATTACHED. 
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The Deputy Moderator advised that the L&A Committee postponed discussion of this item until its next 
meeting which follows tonight’s meeting. 
 
 Jill Vergara, District 7 advised that Kerry Berchem should be added as a sponsor to both ordinances 
regarding Tax Abatement. 
  
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:12 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Elizabeth P. Browne, CMC, MCTC 
Town Clerk 
 
Recorded by: Frances Daly 
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