
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 
January 27, 2020 

 
A meeting of the Town of Fairfield was held on Monday, January 27, 2020 at 8 PM at the Education Center, 
501 Kings Highway East, Fairfield. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 8:04 PM by Moderator Karen Wackerman. 
 
PRESENT:  35    ABSENT:  5  VACANCY:  0  
 
PRESENT: Chessare, Mahoney, Monahan, Gerber, McCormack, Perham, Durrell, Nickel, Pistilli, 

Karson, Kelly, Odinak, Garskof, Gottlieb, Siebert, Wolk, Ambrose, Gale, Havey, Powell-
Dunmore, Bove, McDermott, Vergara, Wackerman, Ference, Iacono, Messina, Georgiadis, 
Grauer, Kelly, Perugini, Alianiello, Altobelli, Petise, Ringel. 

 
ABSENT:         O’Shea, Steele, Jacobs, Spolyar, Tallman 
 
ITEM NO. 1 ON CALL:  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
Moderator Wackerman led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Bill Perugini announced Rick Grauer will fill Brian Farnen’s vacancy in District 9 following his recent 
election to the General Assembly. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR: The Moderator reported that items numbered 7 & 8 were eligible for the 
Consent Calendar.  
 
VOTE:  Items 7 and 8 were approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
ITEM NO. 2 ON CALL: STATE OF THE TOWN ADDRESS BY THE FIRST SELECTWOMAN  
 
See address attached hereto. 
 
ITEM NO. 3 ON CALL: ANNUAL LEASE REPORT OF TOWN PROPERTIES 
 
This item was heard in committee.  
 
ITEM NO. 4 ON CALL: ANNUAL BLIGHT & CONDEMNATION REPORT 
 
This item was heard in committee.  
 
ITEM NO. 5 ON CALL: APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 9, 2019 & 

DECEMBER 16, 2019 MEETINGS 
 
Jay Wolk, District 5 moved this item as distributed with the call, duly seconded. 
 
VOTE:  Upon motion duly made and seconded this item was approved by unanimous voice vote.   
 
ITEM NO. 6 ON CALL:  PRESENTATION REGARDING THE FUNCTION OF THE HARBOR 

MANAGEMENT COMMISSION.  
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This item was heard in committee.  
 
ITEM NO. 7 ON CALL: TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING 

REAPPOINTMENT TO THE HARBOR MANAGEMENT 
COMMISSION, AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF 
SELECTMEN:  KIM TAYLOR (D), 44 CRAIG PLACE, TERM NOV. 
2019 - 2023.  

 
This item was on the Consent Calendar. 
 
ITEM NO. 8 ON CALL: TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING 

REAPPOINTMENTS TO THE HARBOR MANAGEMENT 
COMMISSION, AS RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD OF 
SELECTMEN:  SAMUEL WHITNEY CARGILL (R), 144 WESTWAY 
ROAD, TERM NOV. 2019 - 2023, ERIC G. SUNDMAN (R), 51 
FRENCH STREET, TERM NOV. 2019 - 2023, JACOB M. 
HERSCHLER (D), 1226 PEQUOT AVENUE, TERM 2019 - 2023. 

 
This item was on the Consent Calendar. 
 
ITEM NO. 9 ON CALL:  TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON THE FOLLOWING 

APPOINTMENT OF AN ALTERNATE TO THE HARBOR 
MANAGEMENT COMMISSION, AS RECOMMENDED BY THE 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN:  ELIZABETH M. TRITSCHLER (R), 271 
WESTWAY ROAD, TERM NOV. 2019 - 2023 

 
Ms. Tritschler was present and gave a brief overview of her qualifications and interest in the position. 
 
VOTE: The appointment was approved by unanimous voice vote. 
 
ITEM NO. 10 ON CALL: TO HEAR, CONSIDER AND ACT UPON A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE 

CONNECTICUT METROPOLITAN COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS 
(METROCOG) FY20 REGIONAL PERFORMANCE INCENTIVE 
PROGRAM: “WHEREAS, SECTION 4-124S OF THE CONNECTICUT 
GENERAL STATUTES PROVIDES STATEWIDE INCENTIVE GRANTS TO 
REGIONAL COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS FOR PROJECTS THAT 
INVOLVE SHARED SERVICES; AND  

 
  WHEREAS, THE CONNECTICUT METROPOLITAN COUNCIL OF 

GOVERNMENTS (METROCOG) IS ACTING AS A CONVENER AND 
FACILITATOR OF SERVICE SHARING PROJECTS IN THE GREATER 
BRIDGEPORT REGION; AND WHEREAS, ON DECEMBER 31, 2019, THE 
CONNECTICUT METROPOLITAN COUNCIL OF GOVERN-MENTS 
SUBMITTED A GRANT APPLICATION TO THE STATE OF 
CONNECTICUT OFFICE OF POLICY AND MANAGEMENT’S REGIONAL 
PERFORMANCE INCENTIVE PROGRAM FOR A REGIONAL 
ELECTRONIC CONTENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM; AND  

 
  WHEREAS, A PHASE OF THE REGIONAL ELECTRONIC CONTENT 

MANAGEMENT SYSTEM IS CURRENTLY BEING IMPLEMENTED IN 
MEMBER MUNICIPALITIES AND WILL BUILD UPON THIS 
IMPLEMENTATION BY INCLUDING ADDITIONAL INTERNAL WORK 
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FLOWS AND PROVIDING HIGH VOLUME SCANNING AND INDEXING 
SERVICES OF HISTORIC DOCUMENTS; AND WHEREAS, THIS SERVICE 
WILL INCREASE PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY AND TRANSPARENCY, 
REDUCE RELIANCE ON PAPER DOCUMENTS, AND CREATE DIGITAL 
RECORDS THAT CAN LAST IN PERPETUITY, AND THUS WILL REDUCE 
LOCAL COSTS; AND  

 
  WHEREAS, THE CHIEF ELECTED OFFICIALS OF THE GREATER 

BRIDGEPORT REGION HAVE SUPPORTED THE REGIONAL 
ELECTRONIC CONTENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM INCLUDED IN THE 
APPLICATION PACKAGE, AS IT WILL BENEFIT EACH MUNICIPALITY 
AND THE REGION AS A WHOLE; AND  

 
  WHEREAS, THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD HAS EXPRESSED AN INTEREST 

IN TAKING PART IN THE PROJECT PROPOSAL ENTITLED: 1. 
REGIONAL ELECTRONIC CONTENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM  

 
NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT THE REPRESENTATIVE 
TOWN MEETING OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD HEREBY APPROVES 
AND ENDORSES THE ABOVE REFERENCED REGIONAL 
PERFORMANCE INCENTIVE PROGRAM GRANT APPLICATION BY THE 
CONNECTICUT METROPOLITAN COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS, AND 
AUTHORIZES FIRST SELECT-WOMAN BRENDA L. KUPCHICK TO SIGN 
ALL NECESSARY AGREEMENTS AND TAKE ALL NECESSARY 
ACTIONS TO ALLOW FOR THE TOWN’S PARTICIPATION IN THE 
PROGRAM.” 

 
Pamela Iacono, District 8, moved to waive the reading of the item, duly seconded and carried by unanimous 
voice vote. 
 
IT Director Dave Kelley advised that MetroCOG had approached the Town approximately a year ago with 
a proposal to develop an online permitting system.  The Town had been using “homegrown” software for 
approximately 20 years. A survey of other vendors showed that there are permitting software systems 
already available which are less expensive than MetroCOG’s. MetroCOG offered a LaserFiche system for 
document storage using the “cloud”, however Mr. Kelley stated that such a system has been used by the 
Town Clerk for 10 years. Mr. Kelley did recommend adoption of this resolution as it could lead to a software 
solution without a financial commitment on the part of the Town. 
 
Sharon Pistilli, District 3, asked Mr. Kelley to explain where a LaserFiche program would be useful and 
how long it would take to implement. Mr. Kelley replied that one area could be in contract management for 
the Town. Ms. Pistilli asked the Town Clerk could answer how long her department has used Laser Fiche. 
Betsy Browne, Town Clerk answered that her office has used it for about ten years to store maps, meeting 
minutes and other documents and is very easy to use. Mr. Kelley said that the difference is this grant could 
allow for utilizing “cloud” storage, which would allow for greater ability to store documents. 
 
Elizabeth Altobelli, District 10, asked what the time frame for “RFP” (Request for Proposal) is for this 
system. Mr. Kelley advised that there has been a committee made up of various Town department heads 
who have been going over the requirements for this system for more than a year. It is hoped that it will be 
ready to go out to bid shortly. 
 
Joe Siebert, District 5, asked what the learning curve would be for using a LaserFiche system. Mr. Kelley 
replied there is no learning curve and that the Building Department is already scanning older documents by 
both address and permit number.  



REPRESENTATIVE TOWN MEETING 
January 27, 2020 
 
 
Lauren Bove, District 7clarified that the vote on this item was not about accepting the grant. 
 
MOTION:  Pamela Iacono, District 8, moved to approve this resolution, duly seconded. 
 
VOTE:   This item was approved by a vote of 34 in favor and one abstention (Alianiello) 
   
ITEM NO. 11 ON CALL: TO HEAR AND CONSIDER FOR THE FIRST TIME THE FOLLOWING 

AMENDMENTS TO THE TAX RELIEF FOR THE ELDERLY AND 
DISABLED HOMEOWNERS ORDINANCE, SECTION 95-8 TO SECTION 
95-15 OF CHAPTER 95, ARTICLE III, OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF 
FAIRFIELD, SPONSORED BY THE SENIOR & DISABLED TAX RELIEF 
COMMITTEE: 

 
§ 95-8 CONDITIONS FOR ELIGIBILITY.  
C.  THE APPLICANT SHALL BE ENTITLED TO TAX RELIEF IF ALL THE FOLLOWING 
CONDITIONS ARE MET: 
 

(5)  SUCH PERSONS SHALL HAVE INDIVIDUALLY, IF UNMARRIED, OR JOINTLY, 
IF MARRIED, QUALIFYING INCOME IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED LIMITS 
DESCRIBED BELOW FOR EACH PROGRAM FOR THE TAX YEAR ENDING 
IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING THE APPLICATION FOR TAX RELIEF BENEFITS. 
"QUALIFYING INCOME" IS DEFINED AS ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME, AS DEFINED IN 
THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 1986, AS MAY BE AMENDED FROM TIME TO TIME, 
PLUS THE NONTAXABLE PORTION OF ANY SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS, RAILROAD 
RETIREMENT BENEFITS, ANY TAX SHELTER LOSSES, INCOME FROM OTHER TAX-
EXEMPT RETIREMENTS AND ANNUITY SOURCES AND INCOME FROM TAX-EXEMPT 
BONDS AND ANY OTHER INCOME NOT INCLUDABLE IN ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME. 
UNREIMBURSED GROSS MEDICAL AND DENTAL EXPENSES SHALL BE DEDUCTED 
FROM INCOME IN CALCULATING THE APPLICANT’S QUALIFYING INCOME, AS LONG 
AS SUCH UNREIMBURSED GROSS MEDICAL AND DENTAL EXPENSES ARE INCLUDED 
ON THE APPLICANT’S FEDERAL INCOME TAX RETURN OF THE CALENDAR YEAR 
IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING THE YEAR OF APPLICATION AS AN ITEMIZED 
DEDUCTION AND QUALIFY AS A MEDICAL DEDUCTION UNDER SECTION 213(A) OF 
THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE OF 1986, AS MAY BE AMENDED.   

 
§ 95-15 TAX RELIEF PROGRAMS. 
 
B.  TAX DEFERRAL. ANY TAXPAYER AGE 75 OR OLDER AT THE END OF THE PRECEDING 
CALENDAR YEAR AND MEETING THE ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS OF § 95-8 AND HAVING 
QUALIFYING INCOME NOT EXCEEDING $80,000 MAY ELECT TO APPLY FOR A DEFERRAL OF 
UP TO 50% OF THE GROSS TAX LEVIED ON APPLICABLE PROPERTY EACH YEAR IN WHICH 
THE TAXPAYER, OR HIS SURVIVING SPOUSE, CONTINUES TO MEET SUCH ELIGIBILITY 
REQUIREMENTS, SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING: 

(1)  THE RECIPIENT SHALL ENTER INTO A WRITTEN AGREEMENT WITH THE 
TOWN PROVIDING FOR REIMBURSEMENT, WHICH SHALL BE RECORDED IN THE 
LAND RECORDS OF THE TOWN AND SHALL CONSTITUTE A LIEN ON THE PROPERTY 
PAYABLE UPON DEATH OR CONVEYANCE. 
(2)  ALL DEFERRAL BENEFITS PLUS INTEREST SHALL BE REIMBURSED TO THE 
TOWN:  A) ONE YEAR AFTER THE RECIPIENT’S DEATH, UNLESS THE RECIPIENT'S 
SURVIVING SPOUSE APPLIES FOR BENEFITS UNDER THIS PROGRAM AND ALSO 
QUALIFIES UNDER § 95-8; B) UPON CONVEYANCE OF THE REAL PROPERTY SUBJECT 
TO TAXATION; OR C) ONE YEAR AFTER THE PROPERTY IS NO LONGER THE 
RECIPIENT’S PRIMARY RESIDENCE. 

https://ecode360.com/8187468#27042137
https://ecode360.com/27042140#27042140
https://ecode360.com/27042145#27042145
https://ecode360.com/27042169#27042169
https://ecode360.com/27042169#27042169
https://ecode360.com/27042137#27042137
https://ecode360.com/27042170#27042170
https://ecode360.com/27042171#27042171
https://ecode360.com/27042137#27042137
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(3)  ALL BENEFITS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO AN INTEREST CHARGE AT THE 
GREATER OF THE ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE OF 3% OR THE RATE ON TEN-YEAR 
UNITED STATES TREASURY NOTES. THE RATE FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS 
SUBSECTION SHALL BE SET BY THE CHIEF FISCAL OFFICER OF THE TOWN OF 
FAIRFIELD ON JANUARY 31 IN EACH CALENDAR YEAR OR, IF SUCH DAY IS A DAY 
ON WHICH THE FISCAL OFFICE OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD IS NOT OPEN, ON THE 
NEXT PRIOR DAY ON WHICH IT IS OPEN.  
SUCH RATE SHALL BE EFFECTIVE FOR THE FOLLOWING YEAR. SUCH INTEREST 
SHALL BE SIMPLE INTEREST, NOT COMPOUNDED, AND SHALL ACCRUE FROM THE 
DATE OF DEFERRAL UNTIL THE DATE OF REPAYMENT. 
(4)  TOTAL DEFERMENTS, INCLUDING ACCRUED INTEREST, FOR ALL YEARS 
SHALL NOT EXCEED 70% OF THE MOST RECENT ASSESSED VALUE OF THE REAL 
PROPERTY. 
(5)  THE QUALIFYING INCOME THRESHOLD OF $80,000 FOR THE TAX DEFERRAL 
PROGRAM INDICATED IN § 95-15B ABOVE SHALL BE ADJUSTED IN THE SAME 
MANNER AS DESCRIBED IN § 95-15C(2) WITH RESPECT TO THE TAX CREDIT 
PROGRAM. 
(6)  IF A DECREASE IN THE MILL RATE LOWERS THE NORMAL TAX BILL BELOW 
THE ORIGINAL DEFERRAL BASE, THE APPLICANT WILL PAY THE NORMAL TAX. 
WHEN THE NORMAL TAX BILL EXCEEDS THE ORIGINAL DEFERRAL BASE, THE 
APPLICANT WILL PAY THE ORIGINAL DEFERRAL BASE. 
(7)  TAXPAYERS BETWEEN THE AGE 65 AND 75 WHO HAD PARTICIPATED IN THE 
TAX DEFERRAL OPTION AS OF THE 2012 GRAND LIST MAY REAPPLY FOR THEIR 
ORIGINAL DEFERRAL BASE (DEFERRING TAX ABOVE THAT BASE), PROVIDED THEIR 
QUALIFYING INCOME FOR THE PRECEDING YEAR DID NOT EXCEED $80,000. 

 
Pamela Iacono, District 8, moved to waive the reading of this item, duly seconded and carried by unanimous 
voice vote. 
 
Jill Vergara, District 7, advised that the Town Attorney has spoken to the Town Assessor who will apply 
the new formulas retroactively should this item be approved in the future. She said the item will be 
considered this month and voted on next month. 
 
Ms. Iacono, asked if Ms. Vergara would be proposing an amendment to which Ms. Vergara replied she was 
not. 
 
ITEM NO. 12 ON CALL: “RESOLVED THAT, PURSUANT TO SECTION 95-15.4 OF THE TOWN 

CODE, WHICH PROVIDES: ‘AT ITS FIRST REGULARLY SCHEDULED 
MEETING IN JANUARY 2020, THE REPRESENTATIVE TOWN MEETING 
SHALL CONVENE A SPECIAL COMMITTEE TO REVIEW ARTICLE III OF 
CHAPTER 95, TAX RELIEF FOR ELDERLY AND DISABLED 
HOMEOWNERS’ SUCH SPECIAL COMMITTEE IS HEREBY CONVENED, 
AND THE SPECIAL LEGISLATIVE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE IS 
DIRECTED TO POPULATE SUCH SPECIAL COMMITTEE.” 

 
Jill Vergara, District 7 moved this item as distributed with the Call, duly seconded. 
 
VOTE:  This item was approved by a vote of 28 in favor and 7 abstentions (Monahan, McCormack, Durrell, 
Ference, Iacono, Petise, Ringel.) 
 
The Moderator called a recess at 8:50 for the SLMC to meet to populate the Committee. The meeting 
reconvened at 8:53. 
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Ms. Vergara announced the following members of the Senior & Disabled Tax Relief Committee: Mark 
McDermott, Cindy Perham, Marcy Spolyar and Jill Vergara. She stated that there would be three seats for 
Republicans once the Board of Finance has submitted its recommendations. 
 
Bill Perugini announced that the Fairfield Emergency Response Team is now recruiting members and 
training will start March 7th.  They were a huge help in the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy, and he urged his 
fellow members and the members of the public present to join.  
 
Lauren Bove, noted that beginning February 1st, stores in Fairfield would be prohibited from giving 
customers single-use plastic checkout bags, 18 months before the State law takes effect. 
  
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:56 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Elizabeth P. Browne, MMC, MCTC 
Town Clerk 
 
Recorded by: 
 
Frances Daly 
 



















RTM Ed & Rec Committee Meeting 
Osborn Hill Elementary School , 760 Stillson Road 

Fairfield , Connecticut 
January 21 , 2019 

Minutes 

1. Call to order and roll call made by Chairman McDermott at 9:46pm. 

Members Present/ Absent 

Mark A. McDermott (D), District 7 I Chairman Present 

Meredith Odinak (D), District 4 /Secretary Present 

Alice Kelly (D), District 4 Present 

Marcy Spolyar (D), District 4 Present 

Alex Durrell (R), District 3 Present 

Brian Farnen (R), District 9 Present 

Peter Tallman (R), District 8 /Vice-Chairman Present 

Chrissy Kelly (R), District 9 Present 

2. Meredith Odinak (D), District 4 was welcomed to the committee by Chairman 
McDermott as a new member replacing Representative Scott Nickel (D) , District 
3, who moved to another committee. Chairman McDermott made a motion to 
replace Representative Nickel as the Secretary with Representative Odinak , 
moved by Representative Durrell , seconded by Representative Spolyar. Motion 
passed unanimously. 

3. Motion to approve December 9, 2019 meeting minutes was made by Chairman 
McDermott, moved by Representative A. Kelly, seconded by Representative Tallman. 
Motion passed unanimously. 



4. To receive the report from the First Selectwoman or her designee on leases of Town 
properties. 

Discussion: 
Child's Garden possibility of utilizing land for public use during off hours. Need to 
understand what the current rules were and any liability involved. 

5. To hear a report from the Blight Officer concerning condemnation and blight. 

Discussion: 
Comments from Meredith Odinak D4 

• What can be changed to better support households who have large fines? 
• Can a fund be created to help support clean up efforts for those who can 

not afford the maintenance in order to remediate the blight? 
• Can we do collective community efforts to help clean up properties, 

particularly those who face barriers to blight clean-up and have accrued 
large fines as a result? 

• Expanding the blight ordinance sounds like it would exacerbate issues for 
already vulnerable residents. 

6. To hear, consider and act upon the following reappointment to the Harbor 
Management Commission, as recommended by the Board of Selectmen: Kim Taylor (D), 
44 Craig Place, Term Nov. 2019 - 2023 

Discussion: All committee members were pleased by the presentation made by 
Commissioners Taylor and Herschler. Most committee members did not fully 
understand the function of the Harbor Management Commission. 

Motion to approve made by Chairman McDermott, moved by Representative Durrell , 
seconded by Representative Spolyar. Motion passed unanimously 

8. To hear, consider and act upon the following appointments to the Harbor 
Management Commission , as recommended by the Board of Selectmen: Samuel 
Whitney Cargill (R), 144 Westway Road, Term Nov. 2019 - 2023 Eric G. Sundman (R), 
51 French Street, Term Nov. 2019 - 2023 Jacob M. Herschler (D), 1226 Pequot Avenue, 
Term Nov. 2019- 2023 

Motion to approve made by Chairman McDermott, moved by Representative Farnen, 
seconded Representative A Kelly. Motion passed unanimously 

9. To hear, consider and act upon the following appointment of an Alternate to the 
Harbor Management Commission , as recommended by the Board of Selectmen: RTM 
WARNING JANUARY 27, 2020 Elizabeth M. Tritschler (R), 271 Westway Road, Term 
Nov. 2019 - 2021 (To fill probable vacancy for Jacob M. Herschler who is moving to a 
"full" position) 

Motion to approve made by Chairman McDermott, moved by Representative Durrell , 
seconded by Representative Spolyar. Motion passed unanimously 

10. To hear, consider and act upon a resolution adopting the Connecticut Metropolitan 
Council of Governments (MetroCOG) FY20 Regional Performance Incentive Program: 
"WHEREAS, Section 4-124s of the Connecticut General Statutes provides statewide 



incentive grants to Regional Council of Governments for projects that involve shared 
services; and WHEREAS, the Connecticut Metropolitan Council of Governments 
(MetroCOG) is acting as a convener and facilitator of service sharing projects in the 
Greater Bridgeport Region ; and WHEREAS, on December 31 , 2019, the Connecticut 
Metropolitan Council of Governments submitted a grant application to the State of 
Connecticut Office of Policy and Management's Regional Performance Incentive 
Program for a Regional Electronic Content Management system; and WHEREAS, a 
phase of the Regional Electronic Content Management system is currently being 
implemented in member municipalities and will build upon this implementation by 
including additional internal work flows and providing high volume scanning and indexing 
services of historic documents; and WHEREAS, this service will increase public 
accessibility and transparency, reduce reliance on paper documents, and create digital 
records that can last in perpetuity, and thus will reduce local costs; and WHEREAS, the 
Chief Elected Officials of the Greater Bridgeport Region have supported the Regional 
Electronic Content Management system included in the application package, as it will 
benefit each municipality and the Region as a whole; and WHEREAS, the Town of 
Fairfield has expressed an interest in taking part in the project proposal entitled: 1. 
Regional Electronic Content Management system NOW, THERFORE, BE IT 
RESOLVED, that the Representative Town Meeting of the Town of Fairfield hereby 
approves and endorses the above referenced Regional Performance Incentive Program 
Grant Application by the Connecticut Metropolitan Council of Governments, and 
authorizes First Selectwoman Brenda L. Kupchick to sign all necessary agreements and 
take all necessary actions to allow for the Town's participation in the program ." 

Discussion: Some members support us approving use of a free service and future 
expansion in the future, while others would like to hear thoughts from the Town's IT 
Director. 

Motion to approve made by Chairman McDermott, moved by Representative Spolyar, 
seconded by Representative Odinak. Motion split 4 - 0 - 4. 

Members Vote 

Mark A. McDermott (D), District 7 In favor 

Scott Nickel (D), District 3 In favor 

Alice Kelly (D), District 4 In favor 

Marcy Spolyar (D), District 4 In favor 

Alex Durrell (R) , District 3 Abstained 

Brian Farnen (R), District 9 Abstained 

Peter Tallman (R), District 8 Abstained 

Chrissy Kelly (R), District 9 Abstained 

11 . To hear and consider for the first time the following amendments to the Tax Relief for 
the Elderly and Disabled Homeowners Ordinance, Section 95-8 to Section 95-15 of 



Chapter 95, Article Ill, of the Code of the Town of Fairfield, sponsored by the Senior & 
Disabled Tax Relief Committee: 

Discussion: Committee members support suspending the RTM Rules to Regulate and 
hold a vote on the ordinance at the full RTM Meeting on Monday January 27 , 2020. 

12. Other business: All members congratulated Representative Farnen on winning the 
election for State Representative #132, wished him well and thanked him for his years of 
service on the RTM and the Ed & Rec Committee. 

Representative Farnen will be replaced at and Representative Tallman will be absent 
from the full RTM Meeting on Monday January 27 , 2020. 

Motion to approve made by Chairman McDermott, moved by Representative A Kelly, 
seconded Durrell. Motion passed unanimously 

13. Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn made by Chairman McDermott, moved by Representative 
Farnen, seconded by Representative Tallman. 

Motion passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 10:01 pm 



RTM FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Meeting Minutes 
January 21, 2020 

Osborn Hill 
760 Stillson Road 

1. Call to Order 
Rep. Gottlieb called the meeting to order at 9:47 p.m. 

2. Roll Call 
Members Present: Rep. Julie Gottlieb (DS), Rep. Matt Jacobs (D3), Rep. Tameisha Powell-Dunmore 
(D6), Rep. Sharon Pistilli (D3), Rep. Joe Siebert (DS), Rep. Hank Ference (D8), Rep. Michael Mahoney 
(Dl). Absent: Rep. Amy O'Shea (Dl). 

3. Approval of Minutes 
There were no minutes to approve from the last meeting. 

4. Items on the Call 

A. Rep. Gottlieb raised Item #7 on the Agenda regarding the reappointment to the Harbor 
Mgmt. Commission, as Recommended by the Board of Selectman: Kim Taylor (D), 44 Craig 
Place, Term Nov. 2019-2023. Rep. Pistilli moved to approve the motion, which was duly 
seconded and unanimously approved. 

B. Rep. Pistilli raised Item #8 on the agenda to hear, consider and act upon the reappointment 
to the Harbor Mgmt. Commission, as Recommended by the Board of Selectmen: 

• Samuel Whitney Cargill (R), 144 Westway Road, Tern Nov. 2019 - 2023 

• Eric G. Sundman (R), 51 French St., Term Nov. 2019 -2023 
• Jacob M. Herschler (D), 1226 Pequot Ave., Term 2019 - 2023 
Rep. Pistilli moved to approve the motion, which was duly seconded and unanimously 
approved. 

C. Rep. Pistilli raised Item #9 on the agenda to hear, consider and act upon the reappointment 
of an Alternate to the Harbor Mgmt. Commission, as Recommended by the Board of 
Selectmen: 

• Elizabeth M. Tritschler (R), 271 Westway Rd, Term Nov. 2019 - 2023Hillside Road, to the 
Historic District Commission for the term of Nov. 2019-24. Rep. Pistilli moved to abstain 
the motion, which was unanimously approved. 

D. Rep. Jacobs raised Item #10. To hear, consider and act upon a resolution adopting the CT 
Metropolitan Council of Governments (MetroCOG) FY20 Regional Performance Incentive 
Program. Approved by: Rep. Matt Jacobs (D3), Rep. Joe Siebert (DS). Abstained by: Rep. 
Julie Gottlieb (DS), Rep. Tameisha Powell-Dunmore (D6), Rep. Sharon Pistilli (D3), Rep. Hank 
Ference (D8), Rep. Michael Mahoney (Dl) 



E. Item #11. To hear and consider for the first time the following amendments to the Tax 
Relief for the Tax Relief for the Elderly and Disabled Homeowners Ordinance, Section 95-8 
to Section 95-15 of Chapter95, Article Ill, of the Code of the Town of Fairfield, sponsored by 
the Senior & Disabled Tax relief Committee: 
Approved by: Rep. Julie Gottlieb (D5), Rep. Matt Jacobs (D3), Rep. Tameisha Powell­
Dunmore (D6), Rep. Sharon Pistilli (D3), Rep. Joe Siebert (D5), Rep. Michael Mahoney (Dl). 
Abstained by: Rep. Hank Ference (D8) 

5. New Business 
None. 

6. Adjournment 
Rep. Powell-Dunmore moved to adjourn, seconded by Rep. Mahoney. Meeting adjourned at 
10:15pm 

Minutes respectfully submitted by: 

Joe Siebert 
Secretary, Finance Committee 
January 21, 2020 



Legislation & Administration 
Committee Meeting Minutes 

January 21, 2020 

1: Call to order. Rep B. Gerber, standing in for J. Garskof as Chair, moved to call to order the 
regular meeting of the L&A committee at 9:45 pm on January 21, 2020 at Osborne Hill 
Elementary school. 

2: Roll Call conducted by D. Georgiadis. Persons present: Reps K. Wackerman, C. Messina, P. 
Iacono, J. Vergara, D. Georgiadis. Absent: J. Garskof, J. Steele 

3: Items of the Call 
Item 1: To hear, consider and act upon the appointment of Kim Taylor to the Harbor 
Management Commission. Motion moved by J. Vergara. Seconded by K. Wackerman 
All in favor: Unanimous 

Item 2: To hear, consider and act upon the appointments of Sam Cargill, Eric Sundman and 
Jacob Herschler to the Harbor Management Commission. Motion moved by P. Iacono. 
Seconded by K. Wackerman. All in favor: Unanimous 

Item 3: To hear, consider and act upon the appointment of Elizabeth M. Tritschler as an 
alternate to the Harbor Management Commission. Motion moved by P. Iacono. Seconded by 
K. Wackerman. Discussion: Rep Vergara said that the information provided by the applicant 
was lacking. Requested additional information in accordance with the requirements. All in 
favor: Reps Georgiadis, Iacono, Wackerman, Messina, Gerber. Abstain: Rep Vergara. 

Item 4: To hear, consider and act upon a resolution adopting the Connecticut Metropolitan 
Council of Governments (MetroCOG) FY20 Regional Performance Incentive Program. 
Motion moved by Rep K. Wackerman. Seconded by Rep J. Vergara. Discussion: Rep P. Iacono 
wants to hear from IT /Dave Kelly to evaluate if this resource will be used. Rep Georgiadis 
and Rep Wackerman pointed out that, due to the nature of the product being offered via a 
grant, no financial investment is needed over the 4 year trial period beginning 6/19. Rep 
Gerber questioned the position of the RTM to approve a contract/ grant such as this. All in 
favor: none. Abstain: All. 

Item 5: To hear and consider for the first time the following amendments to the Tax Relief 
for the Elderly and Disabled Homeowners Ordinance, Section 95-8 to Section 95-15 of 
Chapter 95, Article III, of the Code of the Town of Fairfield, sponsored by the Senior & 
Disabled Tax Relief Committee. Motion to approve amendments moved by Rep P. Iacono. 
Seconded by Rep K. Wackerman. All in favor: Unanimous. 

Item 6: New business. None 
Item 7: Adjournment. Motion to adjourn by Rep. K. Wackerman. Seconded by Rep J. Vergara. 
Committee meeting adjourned. 10:00 pm 

Minutes submitted by: Rep D. Georgiadis. 



RTM, Public Health and Safety Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, January 21 , 2020 
Osborne Hill School 
760 Stillson Road 
Fairfield, Ct. 06824 

Chair, Cindy Perham, called the meeting to order at 9:46 p.m. 

The Roll was taken: Those in attendance were Chair Cindy Perham, Vice -Chair Bill Perugini , 
Secretary Laura Karson , Hannah Gale, Elizabeth Altobelli , and Veronica Monahan. Those who 
were not in attendance were Matt Ambrose and Steve Chessare. 

Item #7- To hear, consider and act upon the following reappointment to the Harbor Management 
Commission, as recommended by the Board of Selectmen: 

Kim Taylor (D), 44 Craig Place, Term November 2019-2023 

Item# 8- To hear, consider and act upon the following appointments to the Harbor Management 
Commission , as recommended by the Board of Selectmen: 

Samuel Whitney Cargill (R) , 144 Westway Road, Term November 2019-2023 
Eric G. Sundman (R), 51 French Street, Term November 2019-2023 
Jacob M. Herschler (0) , 1226 Pequot Avenue, November 2019-2023 

Chair Cindy Perham made a motion to approve the 4 candidates and Vice- Chair Bill Perugini 
seconded the motion. Passed unanimously. 

Item #10- To hear, consider and act upon a resolution adopting the Connecticut Metropolitan 
Council of Governments (MetroCOG) FY20 Regional Performance Incentive Program: 

" WHEREAS, Section 4-124s of the Connecticut General Statutes provides statewide 
incentive grants ro Regional Council of Governments for projects that involve shared services; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Connecticut Metropolitan Council of Governments (MetroCOG) is acting as a 
convener and facilitator of service sharing projects in the Greater Bridgeport Region; and ... 

WHEREAS, the Town of Fairfield has expressed an interest in taking part in the proposal 
entitled: 

1. Regional Electronic Content Management System 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Representative Town Meeting of the Town 
of Fairfield hereby approves and endorses the above referenced Regional Performance 
Incentive Program Grant Application by the Connecticut Metropolitan Council of Governments, 
and authorizes First Selectwoman Brenda L. Kupchick to sign all necessary agreements and 
take all necessary actions to allow for the Town's participation in the program. 



Hannah Gale made a motion to accept the $350,000 grant. Elizabeth Altobelli seconded. Chair 
Cindy Perham, Secretary Laura Karson and Hannah Gale voted Yes. Elizabeth Altobelli , 
Veronica Monahan and Vice-Chair Bill Perugini abstained. 

ltem#11- To hear and consider for the first time the following amendments to the Tax Relief for 
the Elderly and Disabled Homeowners Ordinance, Section 95-8 to Section 95-15 of Chapter 95, 
Article Ill , of the Code of the Town of Fairfield, sponsored by the Senior & Disabled Tax REiief 
Committee: 
Section 95-8 Conditions for eligibility, 
C. The applicant shall be entitled to tax relief if all the following conditions are met: 

(5) Such persons shall have individually, if unmarried, or jointly, if married, qualifying 
income in an amount not to exceed limits described below for each program for the tax year 
ending immediately preceding the application for tax relief benefits ... 
Chair Cindy Perham made a motion to accept the amendment. Hannah Gale seconded. Passes 
unanimously. 

Section 95-15 Tax Relief Programs. 
B. Tax deferral. Any taxpayer age 75 or older at the end of the preceding calendar year and 
meeting the eligibility requirements of section 95-8 and having qualifying income not exceeding 
$80,000 may elect to apply for a deferral of up to 50% of the gross tax levied on applicable 
property each year in which the taxpayer, or his surviving spouse, continues to meet such 
eligibility requirements, subject to the following ... 

(7) Taxpayers between the age of 65 and 75 who had participated in the tax deferral option as 
of the 2012 Grand List may reapply for their original deferral base (deferring tax above the 
base) , provided their qualifying income for the preceding year did not exceed $80,000. 

This amendment gives the tax assessor a definite time in writing as to when to collect the 
deferred taxes when someone dies: 1 year from the death or an unqualified transfer. 
Secretary Laura Karson made a motion to accept this amendment and Elizabeth Altobelli 
seconded. Passes unanimously. 

The meeting is adjourned is at 9:59 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Laura Karson , Secretary 
Public Health and Safety Committee 



1. Call to order 

RTM Public Works Committee Meeting 

BOE 2nd Floor Conference Room, 
501 Kings Hwy East 

Jan . 21, 2020 

M inutes 

Chairman Wolk called the meeting to order at 9:41 p.m. 

2. Roll Call 

Secretary Bove conducted a roll call. Members Present: Rep. Jay Wolk, District 5; Rep. 

Lauren Bove, District 7; Rep. Scott Nickel, District 3; Rep. Lisa Havey, District 6; Rep. 

Frank Petise, District 10, Rep. Marisa Ringel, District 10, Rep. Janine Alianiello, District 

10, Karen McCormack, District 2. 

Members Absent: None 

Others Present: None 

3. To hear, consider and act upon the following reappointment to the Harbor 
Management Commission, as recommended by the Board of Selectmen: 
Kim Taylor (D), 44 Craig Place, Term Nov. 2019 - 2023 

4. To hear, consider and act upon the following appointments to the Harbor 
Management Commission, as recommended by the Board of Selectmen: 
Samuel Whitney Ca rgill (R), 144 Westway Road, Term Nov. 2019 - 2023 Eric G. Sundman 
(R), 51 French Street, Term Nov. 2019 - 2023 
Jacob M. Herschler (D), 1226 Pequot Avenue, Term Nov. 2019 - 2023 

5. To hear, consider and act upon the following appointment of an Alternate to the 
Harbor Management Commission, as recommended by the Board of Selectmen : 
Elizabeth M. Tritschler (R), 271 Westway Road, Term Nov. 2019 - 2021 
(To fill probable vacancy for Jacob M. Herschler who is moving to a "full" position) 

Representative Havey moved to accept items 3,4 and 5 as presented; seconded by 
Representative Nickel. The committee approved the items unanimously. 
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6. To hear, consider and act upon a resolution adopting the Connecticut Metropolitan 
Council of Governments (MetroCOG) FY20 Regional Performance Incentive Program: 

"WHEREAS, Section 4-124s of the Connecticut General Statutes provides 
statewide incentive grants to Regional Council of Governments for projects that 
involve shared services; and 
WHEREAS, the Connecticut Metropolitan Council of Governments (MetroCOG) is 
acting as a convener and facilitator of service sharing projects in the Greater 
Bridgeport Region; and 
WHEREAS, on December 31, 2019, the Connecticut Metropolitan Council of 
Governments submitted a grant application to the State of Connecticut Office of 
Policy and Management's Regional Performance Incentive Program for a 
Regional Electronic Content Management system; and 
WHEREAS, a phase of the Regional Electronic Content Management system is 
currently being implemented in member municipalities and will build upon this 
implementation by including additional internal work flows and providing high 
volume scanning and indexing services of historic documents; and 
WHEREAS, this service will increase public accessibility and transparency, reduce 
reliance on paper documents, and create digital records that can last in 
perpetuity, and thus will reduce local costs; and 
WHEREAS, the Chief Elected Officials of the Greater Bridgeport Region have 
supported the Regional Electronic Content Management system included in the 
application package, as it will benefit each municipality and the Region as a 
whole; and 
WHEREAS, the Town of Fairfield has expressed an interest in taking part in the 
project proposal entitled: 

1. Regional Electronic Content Management system 
NOW, THERFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Representative Town Meeting of the 
Town of Fairfield hereby approves and endorses the above referenced Regional 
Performance Incentive Program Grant Application by the Connecticut 
Metropolitan Council of Governments, and authorizes First Selectwoman Brenda 
L. Kupchick to sign all necessary agreements and take all necessary actions to 
allow for the Town's participation in the program." 

Representative Wolk moved; seconded by Representative Bove. Representatives Havey, 
Wolk and Bove approved; Rep. Nickel, Rep. Petise, Rep. Ringel, Rep. Alianiello and Rep 
McCormack abstained . 

7. To hear and consider for the first time the following amendments to the Tax Relief for 
the Elderly and Disabled Homeowners Ordinance, Section 95-8 to Section 95-15 of 
Chapter 95, Article Ill, of the Code of the Town of Fairfield, sponsored by the Senior & 
Disabled Tax Relief Committee: 

§ 95-8 Conditions for eligibility. 
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C. The applicant shall be entitled to tax relief if all the following conditions are met: 
(5) Such persons shall have individually, if unmarried, or jointly, if married, 
qualifying income in an amount not to exceed limits described below for each 
program for the tax year ending immediately preceding the application for tax 
relief benefits. "Qualifying income" is defined as adjusted gross income, as 
defined in the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as may be amended from time to 
time, plus the nontaxable portion of any social security benefits, railroad 
retirement benefits, any tax shelter losses, income from other tax-exempt 
retirements and annuity sources and income from tax- exempt bonds and any 
other income not includable in adjusted gross income. Unreimbursed gross 
medical and dental expenses shall be deducted from income in calculating the 
applicant's Qualifying Income, as long as such unreimbursed gross medical and 
dental expenses are included on the applicant's federal income tax return of the 
calendar year immediately preceding the year of application as an itemized 
deduction and qualify as a medical deduction under Section 213(a) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as may be amended. 

§ 95-15 Tax relief programs. 
B. Tax deferral. Any taxpayer age 75 or older at the end of the preceding 
calendar year and meeting the eligibility requirements of§ 95-8 and having 
qualifying income not exceeding $80,000 may elect to apply for a deferral of up 
to 50% of the gross tax levied on applicable property each year in which the 
taxpayer, or his surviving spouse, continues to meet such eligibility 
requirements, subject to the following: 
(1) The recipient shall enter into a written agreement with the Town providing 
for reimbursement, which shall be recorded in the land records of the Town and 
shall constitute a lien on the property payable upon death or conveyance. 
(2) All deferral benefits plus interest shall be reimbursed to the Town: a) one 
year after the recipient's death, unless the recipient's surviving spouse applies 
for benefits under this program and also qualifies under§ 95-8; b) upon 
conveyance of the real property subject to taxation; or c) one year after the 
property is no longer the recipient's primary residence. 
(3) All benefits shall be subject to an interest charge at the greater of the annual 
percentage rate of 3% or the rate on ten-year United States Treasury Notes. The 
rate for the purposes of this subsection shall be set by the Chief Fiscal Officer of 
the Town of Fairfield on January 31 in each calendar year or, if such day is a day 
on which the fiscal office of the Town of Fairfield is not open, on the next prior 
day on which it is open. Such rate shall be effective for the following year. Such 
interest shall be simple interest, not compounded, and shall accrue from the 
date of deferral until the date of repayment. 
(4) Total deferments, including accrued interest, for all years shall not exceed 
70% of the most recent assessed value of the real property. 
(5) The qualifying income threshold of $80,000 for the tax deferral program 
indicated in § 95-158 above shall be adjusted in the same manner as described 
in § 95-15C(2) with respect to the tax credit program. 
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(6) If a decrease in the mill rate lowers the normal tax bill below the original 
deferral base, the applicant will pay the normal tax. When the normal tax bill 
exceeds the original deferral base, the applicant will pay the original deferral 
base. 
(7) Taxpayers between the age 65 and 75 who had participated in the tax 
deferral option as of the 2012 Grand List may reapply for their original deferral 
base (deferring tax above that base), provided their qualifying income for the 
preceding year did not exceed $80,000. 

Representative Havey moved, seconded by Representative Bove. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

7. Notice is hereby given that the Moderator has directed that the following item be, 
and hereby is, added to the business to be considered at the Regular Monthly Meeting 
of the Town of Fairfield on Monday, January 27, 2020, at 8:00 P.M. at the Education 
Center, 501 Kings Highway East: 

"RESOLVED that, pursuant to Section 95-15.4 of the Town Code, which provides: 
'At its first regularly scheduled meeting in January 2020, the Representative 
Town Meeting shall convene a special committee to review Article Ill of Chapter 
95, Tax Relief for Elderly and Disabled Homeowners,' such special committee is 
hereby convened, and the Special Legislative Management Committee is 
directed to populate such special committee." 

Representative Havey moved, seconded by Representative Nickel. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

8. New Business 

None to report. 

9. Adjourn 

Motion to adjourn by Representative, Havey, seconded by Representative Petise. 

Motion passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 09:55 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Lauren Bove 
Secretary, 
RTM Public Works Subcommittee 
January 22, 2020 
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