
ROOSTER RIVER PROJECTS

DETENTION AREAS
Fairchild Wheeler Golf 2 Det.  basins, Tunxis Hill park edge/woods, Owen Fish (Still investigating), 
Villa Ave-Algonquin ( small neighborhoods)
OTHER WATERSHED IMPROVEMENTS
River Sediment removal and disposal
Storm system improvements, pipe removal, green infrastructure, wetland improvements
FUNDING:
initial  design funds $ 320,000 (NRC) $320,000
$ 3.2 Million ARPA $3,200,000
Fairchild Wheeler Cost Share B'port $ 750,000 $750,000
Pending State Urban Act Grant ( approved by State) $ 2,500,000 $2,500,000

Total Funding to date (inc. urban Act Grant) $6,770,000

Current Cost Estimates/Expenditures est. Dec-23
2021 Design funds expended- require additonal fees $490,000

Villa Ave Open Space Parcel Purchase $400,000

Detention Basins cost est. ( 2019) Consultant
Tunxis Hill Park 1,900,000
Villa Ave- Algonquin 394,000
Owen Fish Design TBD 480,000
Fairchild Wheeler Golf Det (2) 1,600,000

100 yr to 1000 yr storm design, testing, environmental concerns, unpermitted cost
Town expects revised cost estimates after permit approvals.

Sediment Removal first rough estimate 1,500,000
Also depends on scope of work, permit mitigation, removal/disposal
Potential B'port cost share? Or additional  grants

Current Cost Estimate $6,764,000



ROOSTER RIVER

SEPTEMBER 12, 2023
INFORMATIONAL PUBLIC MEETING

UPDATE FOR BOF  1.9.2024



2018
• FLOOD EVENT SEPT. 26
• MOU WITH BPT. & MT.GROVE 

CEMETERY 

2019 
BEGAN CONCEPT PLANS 

& CLEANUP

2020 
TOWN APPROVED $320K 
FUNDING FOR DESIGN 

2021
$3.2M ARPA GRANT 

APPROVED FOR PHASE-1 
CONSTRUCTION

2022 
• 60% DESIGN COMPLETED
• APPLIED FOR FEDERAL & 

STATE PERMITS  

2024
$2.5M FROM STATE FOR 

PHASE 2 TOWN APPROVALS
FEB. 2024



WHAT ARE WE DOING  IN THE MEANTIME TO MITIGATE FLOODING? 

FAIRFIELD AND 
BRIDGEPORT 
COORDINATED CLEANUPS
IN 2018 & 2023 

TOWN PURCHASED 150 VILLA AVE 
PROPERTY FOR NEIGHBORHOOD 
DETENTION & ENVIRONMENTAL 
BENEFITS.  OBTAINED SMALL PARCEL ON 
ALGONQUIN.  IWPA PERMIT OBTAINED

FINAL DESIGN IN PROGRESS

CONDUCTED TESTING  
WORKING WITH BPT. FOR 
SURVEY, DESIGN & REMOVAL OF 
SEDIMENTS IN RIVER 
CONTINGENT ON PROPERTY 
OWNER EASEMENTS



SITE WITH 
MINIMUM EFFECT 

& BENEFITS 
ELIMINATED

RECEIVED ADDITIONAL 
$2.5 MILLION STATE 

GRANT 

CONTINUE TO 
WORK WITH BPT, 

METROCOG, & 
STATE FOR GRANTS

WHAT HAS CHANGED SINCE 2018?



PERMIT STATUS 1. TUNXIS HILL PARK DETENTION 
SEPTEMBER 1, 2023 CTDEEP AUTHORIZES DETERMINATION APPROVAL FOR TUNXIS HILL DETENTION. DAM SAFETY PERMIT     
APPROVED, BUT AWAITING CONDITIONS/MITIGATION & USACE PERMIT STILL PENDING. ANTICIPATED FEBRUARY 2024. 

2. FAIRCHILD WHEELER GOLF COURSE
SEPTEMBER 2023 CTDEEP AUTHORIZE DETERMINATION APPROVAL FOR FWGC DETENTION.  

DAM SAFETY PERMIT APPROVED, BUT AWAITING CONDITIONS/MITIGATION &  USACE PERMIT STILL PENDING. 
ANTICIPATED FEBRUARY 2024. 

3. VILLA AVENUE PROJECT 
NO STATE OR FEDERAL PERMITS REQUIRED. ONLY IWPA PERMIT RECEIVED WITH CONDITIONS. 
2024 SUMMER CONSTRUCTION,

4. OWEN FISH 
DESIGN IN PROGRESS.  DIFFICULT DESIGN ONLY MINOR IMPROVEMENTS, POOR-FAIR FIELD CONDITIONS.

5. SEDIMENT REMOVAL OF ROOSTER RIVER 
SPRING 2024 PERMIT APPLICATION



$6.5 MILLION GRANT FUNDING TOTAL

1. PHASE 1 CONSTRUCTION 

2. FLOOD MITIGATION FOR 150 VILLA AVENUE (PHASE2)

3. SEDIMENT REMOVAL FROM BROOKLAWN TO KINGS HWY
(PHASE 3)



CO-ORDINATING WITH BRIDGEPORT 



TOWN/DPW PLAN OF ACTION 

CONSTRUCTION BIDDING

FED/STATE/LOCAL PERMITS

FUNDING/FINANCE/GRANTS

DESIGN 

PROJECT PROCESS  
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PHASE 1 

Tunxis Hill ParkFairchild Wheeler Golf Course

OWEN FISH PARK



SITE 7 - FAIRCHILD WHEELER GOLF COURSE





4’ AVERAGE 2’ – 8’ HIGH
CTDEEP & USACE REQUIRED 1000 YR. 
STORM ANALYSIS

WITH BENEFITS EXTENDING DOWNSTREAM TO STRATFIELD ROAD VILLA-
LYNBROOK & EVEN RUTLAND & CAMDEN NEIGHBORHOODS



DIRECT IMPACT ON RESIDENTS 

FAIRCHILD WHEELER GOLF COURSE 

• REMOVAL OF TREES DUE TO DAM CONSTRUCTION 

• NO TREES PERMITTED WITHIN 25’ FROM BASE OF DAM 

• NO PLANTINGS AND LANDCAPING IN AREA OF DAM

• INVESTIGATING MITIGATION MEASURES  (NETTING, PERIPHERY LANDSCAPING) 

• SIMILAR FOR TUNXIS HILL BUT TO LESSER DEGREE 

• ENGINEERING MET WITH CASMIR DRIVE RESIDENTS ON 05/24/23 TO DISCUSS THE ABOVE



GOLF COURSE WETLAND MITIGATION PLAN





TUNXIS HILL PARK – INUNDATION PLAN



WAITING FOR PERMIT APPROVAL

1000 YR. STORM

Any excavation spoils needs to be managed due to Benzo (b)fluorathene issue





STRATHMOOR & DOGWOOD GREEN CONDO’S & DOWNSTREAM 
LOCATIONS

Various 
Storm

Alternate=Underground Detention.

Final Design to be completed 
2024



PHASE 1
ANTICIPATED TIMELINE 

SMALL DETENTION AND STORM 
SYSTEMS PROJECTS

February 2024
AQUIRE ALL STATE AND FEDERAL  
PERMITS

Spring 2024
100% DESIGN

Spring 2024
START CONSTRUCTION

Summer 2025
END OF CONSTRUCTION



EXISTING DRAINAGE SYSTEM COULD BE 
DAYLIGHTED INTO A CONSTRUCTED 
WETLAND/WATER QUALITY BASIN 
TO PROVIDE UPSTREAM FLOODING 
RELIEF AT ALGONQUIN ROAD 

PHASE 2 
SITE 2 - 150 VILLA AVENUE 

INVESTIGATING INSTALLING BYPASS SYSTEM TO TRANSPORT RUNOFF AWAY FROM PEQUOT/ALGONQUIN INTERSECTION. 
SMALL NEIGHBORHOOD DETENTION BASIN. 



150 VILLA AVE 



PHASE 2 
ANTICIPATED TIMELINE

VILLA AVENUE PROPERTY  

December 2023
IWPA PERMIT 
APPROVED WITH 
CONDITIONS

Summer 2024
START CONSTRUCTION

Summer 2025
CONSTRUCTION 
COMPLETED



PHASE 3 

DREDGING FROM BROOKLAWN 
TO KINGS HWY/NORTH AVE

THE LENGTH OF THE CHANNEL IS 
3300 LFT. , 38’  CHANNEL 
BOTTOM & 1’-2’ EXCAVATION 
DEPTH RECREATING 1960’S 
CHANNEL 

NON-HAZARDOUS SEDIMENT BUT 
EXCEEDS CTDEEP THRESHOLD 
LIMITS WHICH REQUIRES PROPER 
DISPOSAL/PERMITS



Spring 2024 

COMPLETION OF 
BATHYMETRIC 
SURVEYING

Summer/Fall 2024

COMPLETION OF 
DREDGING PENDING 
PERMITS

PHASE 3 
ANTICIPATED TIMELINE
SEDIMENT REMOVAL



WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ROOSTER RIVER 
MAINTAINENCE & ITS TRIBUTARIES

OUTSIDE OF FEW CASES WHERE TOWN OWNED PROPERTY ABUTS 
THE  RIVER , MOST OF THE RIVER IS PRIVATELY OWNED

PROPERTY OWNERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR RIVER CLEANUPS 

WITH PRE-APPROVAL HOMEOWNERS CAN CONTACT DPW FOR 
CURBSIDE  DEBRIS PICKUP THAT CAME FROM THE RIVER. 
FOR THE PAST 20 YEARS FFLD DPW HAS CONVERTED FROM SAND 
TO SALT BASED SNOW REMOVAL METHODS 



IMPEDING MATERIAL DEPOSITION & VEGETATIVE GROWTH IN THE WATERCOURSE 

ACCORDING TO TOWN WETLAND REGULATIONS & CT DEEP A PERMIT IS REQUIRED FOR ANY IN WATER 
WORK 



WHAT ARE ANTICIPATED 
CHALLENGES? 

CTDEEP ISSUED WQC PENDING NO 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

CTDEEP DAM SAFETY & USACE 
PERMITS PENDING 

OBTAINING EASEMENTS MOST 
PROPERTY ON THE RIVER & ACCESS 

TO THE RIVER ARE PRIVATELY 
OWNED 

RESIDENTS & BUSINESSES DON’T 
DUMP DEBRIS ON RIVER BANK 

MORE PERMITS & PROPER 
DISPOSAL OF SEDIMENT REMOVAL 

SUCH AS CEPA CTDEEP & USACE 
MULTI-PHASE APPROACH COST  



WHAT CAN WE DO TOGETHER TO MITIGATE FLOODING ?

NO DUMPING IN 
RIVER 

PARTICIPATE IN 
RIVER CLEANUP 

SIGN & SUBMIT 

EASEMENT 
FORMS  

ALTHOUGH ITS 
YOUR RIGHT PUBLIC 

COMMENT CAN 
DELAY PERMITTING

REMOVE OBSTACLES 
LIKE FENCES, TREES, 
SHOPPING CARTS, 

VEHICLES THAT BLOCK 
ACCESS 

FIX PRIVATE WALLS 
NOTIFY TOWN OF 
OBSTRUCTIONS 

(PUBLIC/PRIVATE)  

PUBLIC SUPPORT 
LETTERS & UTILIZE FERB 
& POCD TO HELP TOWN 
OBTAIN MORE GRANT 

MONEY 



THANK YOU!

FOR FOLLOW UP/QUESTIONS/COMMENTS
PLEASE CONTACT US:

• Bill Hurley: Whurley@fairfieldct.org
• Megha Jain: Mjain@fairfieldct.org
• All plans and updates will be available on the Town of Fairfield 

website, www.fairfieldct.org
Current Cost Estimate $6,764,000 



ROOSTER RIVER PROJECTS

DETENTION AREAS
• Fairchild Wheeler Golf 2 Det.  basins, Tunxis Hill park edge/woods, Owen Fish 

(Still investigating), Villa Ave-Algonquin ( small neighborhood)

OTHER WATERSHED IMPROVEMENTS
• River Sediment removal and disposal

• Storm system improvements, pipe removal, green infrastructure, wetland 
improvements



ROOSTER RIVER PROJECTS-CONTINUED

FUNDING

• initial  design funds $ 320,000 (NRC) 
• $ 3.2 Million ARPA $3,200,000 
• Fairchild Wheeler Cost Share B'port $ 750,000
• Pending State Urban Act Grant ( approved by State) $ 2,500,000

• Total Funding to date (inc. urban Act Grant) $6,770,000 



ROOSTER RIVER PROJECTS-CONTINUED
Current Cost Estimates/Expenditures est. Dec-23
• 2021 Design funds expended- require additonal fees $490,000 
• Villa Ave Open Space Parcel Purchase $400,000 
• Detention Basins cost est. ( 2019) Consultant
• Tunxis Hill Park $1,900,000
• Villa Ave- Algonquin $394,000
• Owen Fish Design TBD $480,000
• Fairchild Wheeler Golf Det (2)  $1,600,000
• 100 yr to 1000 yr storm design, testing, environmental concerns, unpermitted cost
• Town expects revised cost estimates after permit approvals.
• Sediment Removal first rough estimate $1,500,000
• Also depends on scope of work, permit mitigation, removal/disposal
• Potential B'port cost share? Or additional  grants
• Sediment Removal first rough estimate $1,500,000
• Also depends on scope of work, permit mitigation, removal/disposal
• Potential B'port cost share? Or additional  grants
• Current Cost Estimate $6,764,000 
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