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WARNING TO THE MEMBERS OF THE REPRESENTATIVE TOWN MEETING 
AND RESIDENTS OF THE TOWN OF FAIRFIELD 

 
Notice is hereby given that the Regular Monthly Meeting of the Town of Fairfield will be held at 
the Education Center, 501 Kings Highway East, Fairfield, CT and via Webex on Monday, 
September 23, 2024, at 8:00 PM, for the following purposes: 
 
The RTM Committee meeting will be held on Monday, July 15, 2024 at 7:30 PM at the Education 
Center, 501 Kings Highway East, Fairfield, CT, and via Webex. Following the presentations, 
Committees will meet separately and simultaneously. Numbers for the respective Committees are 
listed at the end of the warning for anyone to listen by phone. 

• Via Webex: https://tofit.my.webex.com/join/community 
• FairTV’s cable channel (channel 79 for Fairfield Cablevision and 6010 for Frontier Cable) 
• FairTV’s website https://www.fairfieldct.org/government/fairtv/index.php 
• Live Stream: https://www.youtube.com/@fairtvgovernment720/streams  
• FairTV YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/@fairtvgovernment720 
• By phone: 667-776-9044 

 
There will be no live public comment until called for by the Moderator during the meeting. The 
public is encouraged to send their comments before the meeting to the following email:  
rtm@fairfieldct.org. Back-up documents relating to the agenda items can be found at 
https://fairfieldct.org/rtm/backup. 
 
 
1. Roll Call - Pledge of Allegiance - Moment of Silence 
 
2. To consider and act upon the Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on July 22, 2024.  
 
3. To receive a presentation from Age Friendly Fairfield. 
 
4. To hear, consider and act upon the following appointment to the Employees Retirement Board 

as recommended by the First Selectman: 
 

Caroline R. Crisa (D), 521 Riverside Drive, Nov. 2020 - 2025 
  (To fill vacancy created by the resignation of Kevin Sjodin) 

 
 

https://tofit.my.webex.com/join/community
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fairfieldct.org%2fgovernment%2ffairtv%2findex.php&c=E,1,y2XZXOYl-zSPe03hvawyi37Rk7Rny2ay76Ri-S7J_P6oWi0R_3ytlwocW5BCqkw4HJ-YsQS77bPLum03ItkLRkV_FZ5RC_Fst0R7J9Wi1T8uKbM,&typo=1
https://www.youtube.com/@fairtvgovernment720/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@fairtvgovernment720
mailto:rtm@fairfieldct.org
https://fairfieldct.org/rtm/backup


REPRESENTATIVE TOWN MEETING 
September 23, 2024 
Page 2 of 7 
 
5.  To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Board of 

Selectmen: 
 

“WHEREAS, Connecticut Public Act 19-143 enables municipalities to establish a 
cultural district to promote the educational, cultural, economic and general welfare 
of the public through the marketing of arts and culture attractions, the 
encouragement of artists and artistic and cultural enterprises and the promotion of 
tourism; and  
 
WHEREAS, cultural districts are walkable, compact areas that are easy for visitors 
to recognize, serve as centers for artistic and cultural expression and represent 
places where community members congregate, and  
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Fairfield is fortunate to have many arts and cultural 
venues, creative businesses, historic sites and cultural assets within its limits and 
further holds many arts and cultural events and activities each year which draw 
many visitors; and  
 
WHEREAS, a significant number of these arts and cultural venues, creative 
businesses, historic sites and cultural assets and activities are located or held within 
Fairfield’s downtown, which represents a compact and walkable area that is easy 
for visitors to recognize and is a place where community members congregate; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Fairfield established a Fairfield Arts Commission to 
stimulate, foster, and encourage the development and appreciation of artistic and 
cultural activities within the Town of Fairfield and tasked this Commission with 
exploring the possibility of creating a "cultural district" within its borders; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Fairfield and the Fairfield Arts Commission are desirous 
of establishing a Arts & Cultural District to promote and encourage artists, 
entrepreneurs and creative businesses; to market and support arts and cultural 
attractions and enhance the quality of life;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Fairfield 
Representative Town Meeting hereby establishes a Fairfield Arts & Cultural 
District, which shall have the following boundaries as depicted on the attached map, 
and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Fairfield Arts Commission is hereby 
designated as the Cultural District Commission for the Town of Fairfield, and the 
Fairfield Arts Commission is hereby authorized to exercise any power and perform 
any duty necessary or desirable for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of 
Public Act 19-143, including, but not limited to, 1) consulting and collaborating 
with the State of Connecticut Commissioner of Economic and Community 
Development and regional service organizations for assistance with marketing, 
advocacy, and other efforts, and 2) applying for or soliciting and accepting any 
grant, contribution, gift, bequest, or other donation from any source.” 
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6.  To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Board of 

Selectmen: 
 

“WHEREAS, the Town of Fairfield has experienced severe damage from natural 
hazards and it continues to be vulnerable to the effects of those natural hazards 
profiled in the plan (e.g. floods, winter storms, tornadoes, hurricanes and tropical 
storms, sea level rise, earthquakes, dam failure, wildfires, extreme temperatures, 
and drought), resulting in loss of property and life, economic hardship, and threats 
to public health and safety; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Fairfield Board of Selectmen approved the previous version of the 
Plan in 2019; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Fairfield and Connecticut Metropolitan Council of 
Governments developed and received conditional approval from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for the Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan 
Update, 2024 under the requirements of 44 CFR 201.6; and  
 
WHEREAS, public and committee meetings were held and public input was sought 
in 2023 and 2024 regarding the development and review of the Natural Hazard 
Mitigation Plan Update, 2024; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Plan specifically addresses hazard mitigation strategies and Plan 
maintenance procedure for the Town of Fairfield; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Plan recommends several hazard mitigation actions/projects that 
will provide mitigation for specific natural hazards that impact the Town of 
Fairfield, with the effect of protecting people and property from loss associated 
with those hazards; and  
 
WHEREAS, adoption of this Plan will make the Town of Fairfield eligible for 
funding to alleviate the impacts of future hazards;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that,  
1. The Plan is hereby adopted as an official plan of the Town of Fairfield;  
2. The respective officials identified in the mitigation strategy of the Plan are hereby 
directed to pursue implementation of the recommended actions assigned to them;  
3. Future revisions and Plan maintenance required by 44 CFR 201.6 and FEMA are 
hereby adopted as a part of this resolution for a period of five (5) years from the 
date of this resolution.  
4. An annual report on the progress of the implementation elements of the Plan shall 
be presented to the Board of Selectmen as part of the Community Rating System 
review.” 
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7. To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Board of 

Finance: 
 

“RESOLVED, that the Bond Resolution entitled, ‘A Resolution Amending and 
Restating The East Trunk Wetlands Crossing Project Resolution and the East Trunk 
Replacement Project Resolution to Increase the Total Appropriation by 
$13,500,000 to $30,750,000, The Bond Authorization By $13,500,000 to 
$27,000,000 and to Amend and Restate the Project Description,’ be, and hereby is, 
approved.” 

 
8.  To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Board of 

Finance: 
 

“RESOLVED, that the Supplemental Resolution concerning, ‘A Resolution 
Amending and Restating The East Trunk Wetlands Crossing Project Resolution 
and the East Trunk Replacement Project Resolution to Increase the Total 
Appropriation by $13,500,000 to $30,750,000, The Bond Authorization By 
$13,500,000 to $27,000,000 and to Amend and Restate the Project Description,’ 
be, and hereby is, approved.” 

 
9. To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Board of 

Finance: 
 

“RESOLVED, that the Bond Resolution entitled, ‘A Resolution Amending and 
restating a resolution entitled, ‘A resolution Appropriating $2,250,000 for the Tide 
Gate System Project and Authorizing the Issuance of Bonds to Finance Such 
Appropriation,” to Increase the Appropriation and Bond Authorization by 
$2,000,000 to $4,250,000,’ be, and hereby is, approved.” 

 
10. To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Board of 

Finance: 
 

“WHEREAS, the Town of Fairfield (“Town”) has been awarded a Grant in the total 
amount of $1,073,778 by the State of Connecticut as part of the Department of 
Economic and Community Development (DECD); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Grant requires funds from the Town in the amount of $162,122 
for the reconstruction of the Lower Wharf including but not limited to stone 
retaining walls and replacement of public fishing pier; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the First Selectman be, and hereby 
is, authorized to accept said Grant and execute any and all required documents to 
effectuate said Grant.” 
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11. To hear, consider and act upon the following resolution as recommended by the Board of 

Finance: 
 

“RESOLVED, that the reallocation of the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) 
Funds as set forth by the Interim CFO be, and hereby is, approved.” 

 
12. To consider for the first time an ordinance establishing a Flood Prevention, Climate Resilience 

and Erosion Control Board, sponsored by Peter Britton, District 1; Liz Zezima, District 4; and 
Sharon Pistilli, District 5. 

 
13. To consider the following Sense of the Body resolution sponsored by Peter Britton, District 1; 

Tara Cook-Littman, District 2; Cindy Waldron, District 3; Laura Karson, District 4; Michelle 
McCabe, District 4; Liz Zezima, District 4; Sharon Pistilli, District 5; Jennifer Barahona, 
District 6; Rob Blanchard, District 6; Nancy Donne, District 6; Steve Berecz, District 7; John 
Kuhn, District 7; Christopher Carroll, District 8; Dru Georgiadis, District 9; and Karen 
Wackerman, District 9:  

 
“WHEREAS, a local energy model called Community Power (aka Community 
Energy Aggregation, Community Choice Aggregation, Municipal Energy 
Aggregation among other terms) is a proven strategy to expand consumer choice, 
lower electric rates, and meet state and local environmental goals; and 
 
WHEREAS, Community Power currently exists in ten states (CA, IL, OH, VA, 
MD, RI, NJ, NY, NH, and MA) and is a mechanism by which local governments 
use aggregate buying power to procure electrical power for municipal, residential, 
and commercial customers in their jurisdictions; and 
 
WHEREAS, Connecticut is one of 17 states and Washington, D.C. that operate a 
partially or fully deregulated utility market supplying virtually every person with 
utility services; and 
 
WHEREAS, Community Power works in partnership with the electric utilities, 
which continue to provide power delivery, grid maintenance, and consolidated 
customer billing; and 
 
WHEREAS, Community Power currently serves millions of customers around the 
country, and consistently exceeds utility performance in the areas of local choice, 
electric rates, renewable content, and greenhouse gas reductions; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Connecticut Office of Consumer Counsel has condemned some 
past behavior of some individual retail suppliers marketing to individuals, and 
supported Community Power as an alternative that can protect consumer interests; 
and 
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WHEREAS, Community Power would provide benefits to the residents of the State 
of Connecticut in the form of lower electric rates, energy efficiency programs, and 
economic development, and these benefits are of particular value to low and 
moderate-income ratepayers; and 
 
WHEREAS, recently utility rates have been rising at rates above inflation eroding 
the ability of taxpayers to meet their other needs; and 
 
WHEREAS, many municipalities effectively purchase utility services for 
municipal needs in a manner similar to what Community Power enabling 
legislation would allow individual taxpayers to enjoy; and 
 
WHEREAS, Community Power enabling legislation would have no significant 
negative fiscal impacts on Connecticut or municipalities and would provide 
significant local and regional economic development benefits; and 
 
WHEREAS, Community Power also provides the opportunity to fund and 
implement a wide variety of local energy programs tailored to the needs of a 
community; and  
 
WHEREAS, Community Power, if determined to be technically and financially 
feasible for Connecticut municipalities, could provide substantial environmental 
and economic benefits to the residents and businesses in the Town of Fairfield;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Representative Town Meeting of 
the Town of Fairfield that the Representative Town Meeting hereby indicates its 
interest in the potential for Community Power in the State of Connecticut and would 
support the State’s efforts in that regard. The Representative Town Meeting further 
indicates that state enabling legislation should, at a minimum, allow a Community 
Power municipality or group of municipalities to do the following: 
Procure electricity on behalf of residents, businesses, and municipal accounts; 
1. Automatically enroll residents and businesses that have not already chosen a 

third-party supplier, but also provide them with ample opportunities to opt out; 
2. Obtain all customer usage information from the utility that Community Power 

requires to fulfill its purposes; 
3. Administer all energy efficiency funds paid by customers located within their 

jurisdictional boundaries for purposes of promoting and funding local energy 
efficiency programs; and 

4. Obtain funding and develop local renewable energy projects; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the adoption of this Resolution in no way 
obligates the Town of Fairfield to participate in Community Power unless it so 
chooses by the adoption of an ordinance if authorized by the State.” 
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14. To consider and act upon any other matters presented to said meeting and which may be 

properly acted upon under the rules of the Representative Town Meeting. 
 
September 10, 2024 
 
 

 ____________________________________ 
       Elizabeth P. Browne 

Town Clerk 
 
AFTER THE PRESENTATIONS, THE COMMITTEES MEET SEPARATELY AND 
SIMULTANEOUSLY. BELOW ARE THE NUMBERS TO CALL FOR EACH 
COMMITTEE  
 

Legislation and Administration: 667-776-9044 1 
Education and Recreation: 720-820-1221 6 
Public Health & Safety: 339-209-6014 3 
Public Works & Planning: 516-597-9432 4 
Finance: 518-418-1465 5 

 


