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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

A. Overview 

A Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) gathers community resources to enhance wildfire 

mitigation and preparedness. The plan identifies a communityôs steps to reduce its risk of damage 

from wildfires. The 2022 Northern Gila County Community Wildfire Protection Plan (NGC 

CWPP) is an update of the 2015 CWPP which was designed by a local group of stakeholders 

invested in the wildland fire threats to northern Gila County communities.  

 

Gila County believes the protection of life and property from wildland fire involves a 

comprehensive approach from a single home site to the entire community that abuts wildlands. 

Gila County has adopted a community-wide approach to creating fire-adapted communities that 

are composed of informed and prepared citizens collaboratively planning and acting to safely 

coexist with wildland fire through preparation. ñMore fully, fire-adapted communities are 

knowledgeable, engaged communities where actions of residents and agencies in relation to 

infrastructure, buildings, landscaping, and the surrounding ecosystem lessen the need for extensive 

protection actions and enable the communities to safely accept fire as part of the surrounding 

landscapeò (Fire Adapted Communities, 2021).1 

 

This document provides a comprehensive, scientifically based analysis of wildfire-related hazards 

and risks in the Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) areas of Gila County, Arizona. The analysis is 

delivered in the form of a Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) and strives to follow the 

standards for CWPP that have been established by the Healthy Forests Restoration Act (HFRA). 

Using the results of the analysis, recommendations have been generated that aid stakeholders in 

preventing and/or reducing the threat of wildfire to values in the study area. These 

recommendations are included throughout the report, wherever appropriate. 

 

Due to the geographic size of the county, Gila County also maintains a ñSouthern Gila County 

Community Wildfire Protection Planò to address the specific fuels, landscape, and stakeholders in 

the southern area. The NGC CWPP covers the area north of Hellsgate Wilderness to the Verde 

River, south of the Mogollon Rim and Coconino and Apache-Sitgreaves National Forests, and 

west of the Fort Apache Indian Reservation. Federal lands within this CWPP are administered by 

the US Forest Service, Tonto National Forest, and the Bureau of Land Management. 

 

B. Background 

 

The 2022 NGC CWPP is an update of the 2016 CWPP, that was designed by a local group of 

stakeholders invested in the wildland fire threats to Northern Gila County Communities.  

 

 
1 http://www.fireadapted.org/ 
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The NGC CWPP was originally developed in 2004, in response to the Healthy Forests Restoration 

Act (HFRA) of 2003 for at-risk communities and unincorporated areas of the Mogollon Rim of 

Arizona by a ñCore Teamò of stakeholders.  The original 2004 plan was referred to as the ñRim 

Country CWPP.ò  As stated in the plan, ñthe goal of the Rim Country Community Wildfire

Protection Plan since 2004 has been to provide for vital, healthy, and dynamically stable human 

communities, built upon a similarly vital, healthy, and dynamically stable forest, which is strongly 

resistant to wildfire, and wherein the positive role of fire is understood and managed for the benefit 

of all.ò 2 

 

C. Timeline of Plan Updates 

2004: Original development of the CWPP. 

 

2006: In 2006, the 2004 Rim Country CWPP was updated with continued input from Core Team 

members. Focus areas included: 

¶ Provide progress updates to the initial 2004 CWPP. 

¶ Established the following goals: 

Á Improve fire prevention and suppression, emphasizing firefighter and public safety. 

Á Reduce hazardous fuels, emphasizing public and private property protection.  

Á Restore forest, rangeland, and riparian health.  

Á Promote community involvement and provide for community protection. 

Á Recommend measures to reduce structural ignitability in the WUI.  

Á Encourage economic development in the communities from vegetative treatments.  

Á Encourage communities, subdivisions, and developments that are not within a fire 

district to either be annexed by an existing fire district or create their own district 

for enhanced wildland fire protection. 

 

2015: In 2015, Gila County Emergency Management (GCEM) sponsored another update to the 

CWPP with the intention of updating the resources, funding, and training activities, as well as any 

significant changes to the agencies or the communities they serve. Focus areas included: 

¶ Community preparedness activities, including ñFirewiseò designations by the ASFD 

¶ Fire response improvements 

¶ Forest fuel mitigation efforts  

¶ Review of risk management principles 

¶ Grant funding opportunities 

¶ Infrastructure improvements made by utility companies serving Northern Gila Country. 

¶ High-value assets within the forest boundaries (Mt. Ord and the Diamond Point 

communication facilities).  

¶ Established the following goals:  

Á Fuel treatment projects  

Á Organizational changes 

 
2 2004 Rim Country CWPP 
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Á Community preparedness recommendation established in the 2004 and 2006 

CWPPôs. 

Á Use the CWPP in conjunction with surrounding community and agency fire 

management plans. 

Á Maintain qualification for grant funding. 

 

D. Historic Occurrences of Wildland Fires in Gila County 

Wildland fires are a force of nature that can be nearly as impossible to prevent and difficult to 

control. According to the USFS, ñIn the right place at the right time, wildland fire can create many 

environmental benefits, such as reducing grass, brush, and trees that can fuel large and severe 

wildfires and improving wildlife habitat. In the wrong place at the wrong time, wildfires can wreak 

havoc, threatening lives, homes, communities, and natural and cultural resources.ò The table below 

captures historical wildfires that have significantly impacted Gila County wildland areas, and in 

some incidences, nearby communities. 

Table 1: Historic Occurrences of Wildland Fires in Gila County 

Wildland Fires [>1,000 acres or =/> $1 million]  

Date Name Jurisdiction(s) Cause Acreage Est. Cost3 Fuel Structures 

6/18/2002 RodeoïChediski  

 

Coconino, 

Gila, Navajo 

Human 467,000  

  

F - $43.1 

mm 

Ponderosa 

Pine, Pine-

Oak 

490 

6/24/2004 Willow 

(southwest of 

Payson) 

 

Gila Lightning 119,500 

 

F - $12 

mm 

Desert 

Shrub,  

Chaparral 

0 

7/15/2005 Edge Complex 

(south of Mt. 

Ord) 

Gila Lightning 71,635 

 

F - $4 

mm 

Chaparral, 

Pine-Oak 

0 

5/30/2009 Pioneer (south of 

Globe) 

 

Gila Lightning 1,375 F - >/= 

$50 k 

Manzanita, 

Ponderosa 

Pine, 

Chaparral 

0 

5/31/2009 Point (north of 

Pine)  

Coconino, 

Gila 

Lightning 1,295 

 

F - $44.5 

mm 

Ponderosa 

Pine 

0 

8/30/2009 Water Wheel 

(near Beaver 

Valley) 

Gila Human 773 

 

F - $1.8 

mm 

Pine-Oak, 

Chaparral 

0 

8/20/2011 Tanner (south of 

Young) 

Gila Lightning 5,460 F - $2.8 

mm 

Ponderosa 

Pine / Pine-

Oak 

0 

5/10/2012 Bull Flat 

(recovering area 

from Rodeo-

Chediski Fire) 

Gila Lightning 2,147 F - > 

$1.9 mm 

Grass, 

Brush, 

Deadwood 

0 

6/14/2012 Poco (northeast 

of Young, near 

Bull Flat Fire) 

Gila Human 11,936 F - $8.2 

mm 

Ponderosa 

Pine 

0 

 
3 S=Suppression; F=Full Cost 
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8/8/2012 Mistake Peak 

(east of Tonto 

Basin) 

Gila Human 5,220 F - $3.1 

mm 

  

5/20/2016 Juniper (east of 

San Carlos) 

Gila Lightning 30,643  Grass and 

Brush 

0 

9/12/2016 Fulton (near 

Payson) 

Gila Lightning 3,238    

5/8/2017 Pinal (near 

Globe) 

Gila Lightning 7,156  Pine, Oak 

brush, 

Manzanita, 

and 

Snowberry 

0 

7/29/2017 Highline (8 mi 

east of Payson; 

1990 Dude fire 

scar) 

Gila Human 7,198  Grass, 

brush, 

heavy and 

down fuels, 

ponderosa 

pine 

0 

6/8/2019 Woodbury (areas 

of TNF, moved 

northeast toward 

Roosevelt Lake) 

Pinal, Maricopa, 

Gila 

Pinal, 

Maricopa, 

Gila 

Human 123,875 F - >/= 

$16 mm 

Tall grass, 

Brush,  

Chaparral 

0 

5/30/2020 Sawtooth Pinal, Gila Lightning 24,729 S - >/= 

$5.2 mm 

Tall grass, 

heavy 

brush 

0 

6/5/2020 Blue River Fire 

(15 mi NE of 

San Carlos) 

Gila Lightning 30,419 S - >/= 

$100 k 

Timber 0 

6/5/2020 Dry Lake Graham, 

Gila 

Lightning 4,370 S - >/= 

$100 k 

 0 

6/13/2020 Bush Fire (SR-

87, Tonto Basin, 

Punkin Center, 

Jakes Corner) 

Maricopa, Gila 

Maricopa, 

Gila 

Human 193,455 S - >/= 

$11.6 

mm 

Grass, 

Chaparral, 

Juniper-

Pinyon 

0 

7/12/2020 Valley Gila Lightning 29,659 S - >/= 

$2 mm 

 0 

7/20/2020 Blue River 2 (15 

mi NE of San 

Carlos) 

Gila Lightning 28,051 S - >/= 

$4 mm 

Brush, tall 

grass, and 

hardwood 

litter. 

Heavy 

grass crops 

and dry 

light brush 

are the 

primary 

carriers of 

the fire. 

0 

8/1/2020 Cassadore 

Springs/Kean 

Gila Lightning 1,284  

 

S - >/= 

$7 mm 

Brush, 

grass, 

1 
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ponderosa 

pine 

8/17/2020 

8/21/2020 

Griffin/Gin Gila Lightning 61,821  

 

S - >/= 

$5.8 mm 

Grass, 

Brush, 

Chaparral 

 

8/16/2020 Bull (15 mi west 

of Payson) 

Gila Lightning 5,700 S - >/= 

$50 k 

 0 

8/17/2020 Salt Gila Lightning 21,670 S - >/= 

$20 k 

Grass, 

Brush, 

Sonoran 

Desert 

 

8/21/2020 Rockhouse (16 

mi SE of San 

Carlos) 

Gila Lightning 19,506  

 

S - >/= 

$546 k 

Grass and 

Brush 

 

8/22/2020 

8/28/2020 

Medicine / 

Medicine 2 

Gila Lightning/

Human 

8,930  

 

S - >/= 

$1.2 mm 

Timber 

with brush 

and grass 

understory 

1 

8/24/2020 Meddler (7 miles 

northeast of 

Roosevelt) 

Gila Lightning 4,452  

 

S - >/= 

$73 k 

Tall Grass, 

Brush, 

Chaparral 

0 

8/25/2020 Hidden Gila Lightning 6,106  

 

S - >/= 

$5 mm 

Short Grass 

(1 foot) 

Short Grass 

(1 foot) 

Dormant 

Brush, 

Hardwood 

Slash 

Timber 

(Litter and 

Under-

story) 

0 

9/2/2020 Juniper (18 miles 

East of San 

Carlos) 

Gila Lightning 2,867 S - >/= 

$2 k 

Grass, 

Brush 

 

0 

5/7/2021 Copper Canyon Gila Human 2,875  Grass, 

Brush 

0 

6/1/2021 Mescal (under 

investigation) 

Pinal, Gila Pending 72,250 S - >/= 

$12 mm 

Grass, 

Chaparral, 

Brush 

 

6/4/2021 Telegraph Pinal, Gila Human 180,757 S - >/= 

$36.4 

mm 

Grass, 

Brush 

51 

6/16/2021 Backbone Yavapai, 

Gila, 

Coconino 

Lightning 40,855 S - >/= 

$13.2 

mm 

Pinyon 

juniper, 

chaparral, 

brush, 

grass, 

cactus 

0 
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I.  INTRODUCTION  

A. Overview 

The NGC CWPP covers approximately 298,000 acres and is served by eight (8) fire districts and 

the Tonto National Forest (TNF). The population covered by the CWPP consists of approximately 

25,000 residents living in over 88 defined communities, with holiday and weekend population 

increases of nearly 100% due to the recreational opportunities offered in the pine-covered forests. 

With the large number of communities addressed by the plan, an important objective for the NGC 

CWPP Core Review Team (NGC CRT) was to provide a method of accountability for mitigation 

measures undertaken. Another component of this plan was to develop fuel management priorities, 

prevention and loss mitigation and establish future priorities and recommended action plan. This 

NGC CWPP has been written in accordance with Federal Emergency Management Agencyôs 

(FEMA) May 2020 guidelines4 and Healthy Forests Restoration Act (HFRA).5 This plan will 

identify and prioritize critical goals and objectives that should be completed to ensure our northern 

Gila County communities are safe from wildfires. 

B. Purpose of CWPP 

The purpose of a CWPP is to identify and prioritize fuel reduction treatments and recommends the 

types and methods of treatments across the landscape, address structural ignitability, and address 

local preparedness and firefighting capabilities with stakeholders.  

The CWPP will help local governments, fire departments, and fire districts improve fire prevention 

and suppression activities.  assist in identifying funding needs and grant opportunities, and identify 

at-risk public, private lands, and protect those lands from severe wildfire threats. 

C. Three Basic Criteria for CWPP 

¶ Collaboration: A CWPP must be collaboratively developed by local and state government 

representatives, in consultation with federal agencies and other interested parties. 

¶ Prioritized Fuel Reduction: A CWPP must identify and prioritize areas for hazardous fuel 

reduction treatments and recommend the types and methods of treatment that will protect 

one or more at-risk communities and essential infrastructure. 

¶ Treatment of Structural Ignitability: A CWPP must recommend measures that homeowners 

and communities can take to reduce the ignitability of structures throughout the area 

addressed by the plan. 

D. Wildland Urban Interface (WUI)  

In 2009, the Arizona State Forestry Department, under the direction of the Governor of Arizona, 

issued an Arizona-Identified Communities at Risk rating for nearly 200 communities located 

 
4 https://www.usfa.fema.gov/blog/cb-062420.html 
5 https://www.forestsandrangelands.gov/resources/overview/hfra-implementation12-2004.shtml 



Northern Gila County 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) 

Page 12 of 102 Introduction 

throughout the State. These communities were given WUI ratings, with 39 communities located 

in Gila County. The ratings were based on the following criteria: 

¶ Fire Behavior Potential  

¶ Social, Cultural and Community Factors 

¶ Fire Protection Capability 

Each community was given a Risk of Catastrophic Fire rating based on the three evaluation criteria. 

Seventeen communities in the NGC CWPP coverage area were rated by the Arizona State Forestry 

Department. The chart below lists those communities, the associated WUI risk, and the Fire 

District/Department providing fire protection to the community. 

 

E. Northern Gila County Communities-At-Risk 

The following communities in Northern Gila County were rated by the DFFM in 2019. The table 

below lists the Northern Gila County communities, the associated WUI risk, FRI Class, and the 

Fire District/Department providing fire protection to the community.6 

Table 2: Northern Gila County Communities-At-Risk 

Community Risk Category FRI Class Fire District/Department  

Arrowhead High 6.21 Pine-Strawberry FD 

Bear Flat High 8.44 Hellsgate FD 

Beaver Valley High 5.73 Water Wheel FMD 

Bonita Creek Estates High 7.39 Water Wheel FMD 

Camp Geronimo High 5.40 Water Wheel FMD 

Canyon Day   -   White Mountain 

Apache 
Moderate* *  White Mountain Apache FD 

Christopher Creek High 6.31 Christopher Kohls FD 

Colcord Estates High 5.71 Christopher Kohls FD 

Deer Creek High 5.41 None 

Diamond Point Summer Homes High 7.06 Hellsgate FD 

East Verde Estates High 6.69 Payson FD 

Ellison Creek Estates High 7.08 Hellsgate FD 

Ellison Creek Summer Homes High 7.22 Hellsgate FD 

Flowing Springs High 5.64 None 

Freedom Acres/Wonder Valley High 5.36 Payson FD 

Frog Pond**  High 6.56 Pleasant Valley FD 

 
6 Dataset (2019) Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire Management 
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Geronimo Estates High 5.74 Water Wheel FMD 

Gisela High 6.17 Gisela FD 

Gordon Canyon High 5.43 Christopher Kohls FD 

Haigler Creek High 5.39 None 

Hunter Creek High 7.44 Christopher Kohls FD 

Jakes Corner High 4.99 Christopher Kohls FD 

Kohls Ranch High 7.88 Christopher Kohls FD 

Little Green Valley High 7.66 Hellsgate FD 

Mead's Ranch High 6.78 Hellsgate FD 

Mesa del Caballo High 6.35 Payson FD 

Nail Ranch**  High 6.50 Pleasant Valley FD 

Oxbow Estates High 6.35 Payson FD 

Payson High 6.06 Payson Fire Department 

Pine Strawberry High 6.39 Pine-Strawberry FD 

Ponderosa Springs High 5.58 Christopher Kohls FD 

R-C Camp High 7.99 Christopher Kohls FD 

Rim Trail Estates High 6.21 Water Wheel FMD 

Rock House**  High 6.17 Pleasant Valley FD 

Rose Creek**
7
 High 7.83 Pleasant Valley FD 

Round Valley High 6.30 Payson FD 

Rye High 6.26 None 

Shadow Rim Camp High 6.59 Water Wheel FMD 

Star Valley High 6.20 Hellsgate FD 

Thompson Draw I High 7.16 Hellsgate FD 

Thompson Draw II High 7.11 Hellsgate FD 

Tonto Apache   - Tonto Apache High* *  Payson Fire Department 

Tonto Basin High 4.85 Christopher Kohls FD 

Tonto Creek Estates High 6.66 Christopher Kohls FD 

Tonto Creek Hatchery High 6.72 Christopher Kohls FD 

Tonto Village High 6.42 Hellsgate FD 

 
7 
** Indicates area is in an area where the assigned fire department may respond if able to bill for response.  
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Verde Glen High 6.66 Water Wheel FMD 

Washington Park High 5.87 Water Wheel FMD 

Washington Park North High 5.76 Water Wheel FMD 

Whispering Pines High 6.78 Water Wheel FMD 

Young High 6.07 Pleasant Valley FD 

F. CWPP Planning Process/Development Team 

Gila Countyôs collaborative planning process for the 2022 update included members federal, state, 

county, and local partners and stakeholders. Gila County recognizes the importance of 

relationships between municipalities and fire districts within county, as well as partnerships with 

state and federal land managers where public safety responsibilities may overlap requires a 

collaborative effort to succeed. The 2022 NGC CRT was formed in 2021 to guide and provide 

direction for updates to this CWPP.  

Table 3: 2022 NGC CWPP Development Team 

Participant  Roles/Responsibilities 

Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire 

Management 

Grant funding opportunities 

Provide general guidance as needed 

Review and approve Final CWPP 

Development Team (CRT/Working Group) 

¶ Local Fire Departments/Districts 

¶ Emergency Management 

¶ TNF (USFS) 

¶ DFFM 

¶ GIS (agency specific) 

Provide guidance and expertise for the CWPP  

Coordinate with neighboring jurisdictions 

Provide guidance to key stakeholders 

Distribute CWPP information via websites and social 

media platforms 

Conduct direct outreach as appropriate 

Key Stakeholders 

¶ Utility Companies 

¶ Neighboring Jurisdictions 

¶ Local Municipalities 

¶ State Agencies 

¶ Elected Officials 

¶ Tonto National Forest 

¶ Tribal partners  

Provide insights on the intersection of cross-

jurisdictional hazard areas 

Collaborate on program and project development 

Review CWPP drafts 

Participate in workshops, as appropriate 

At-Risk Stakeholders 

¶ Residential/landowners  

¶ Business/non-profit organizations 

¶ Faith-based  

¶ Local municipalities 

Participation in online surveys 
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CWPP Facilitator 

¶ Gila County Emergency 

Management  

 

 

 

Develop CWPP 

Facilitate planning meetings 

Facilitate community surveys 

Distribute CWPP information to key stakeholders and 

the development team 

Distribute Final CWPP 
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II.  COMMUNITY ASSESSMENTS   

A. Local and Tribal Communities and Fire Departments/Districts  

The 2022 update to the NGC CWPP identified changes made in the preceding years in community 

values, local fire district/department and community preparedness, agency infrastructure, 

population trends, and structure density. Another item reviewed was changes in Fire Insurance 

Services Office (ISO) ratings, which is a nationwide classification system used to reflect a 

communityôs local fire protection agencyôs ability to suppress fires.  

Participating Fire Departments/Districts and agencies are represented in this section.  Note: The 

information on the population (unless otherwise referenced) and wildfire risk to communities 

below includes the most recent census data available in the risk mapping tool provided by the 

USDA Wildfire Risk to Communities.8 

ñFirewiseò Communities 

ñFirewiseò communities are those that have taken appropriate measures to 

become more resistant to wildfire structural damage. ñFirewiseò techniques 

include minimizing the risk of home ignition by carefully landscaping around 

residential structures such as thinning trees and brush and choosing fire-

resistant plants, selecting ignition-resistant building materials, and 

positioning structures away from slopes. Many communities in northern Gila 

County have adopted ñFirewiseò suggestions and have been certified as 

ñFirewiseò communities (see table below).9 

 

Table 4: Firewise Communities in Northern Gila County 

Fire District/Department  ñFirewiseò Community 

Hellsgate 
Bear Flats, Freedom Acres, Pine Ridge, Summer Home, Thompson Draw 

I & II , and Wonder Valley 

Payson 

Alpine Heights, Chaparral Pines, East Verde Park, Elk Ridge, Ellison 

Creek Cabin HOA, Flowing Springs, Freedom Acres, Highlands at the 

Rim, Manzanita Ranch, Payson Pines, Rim Golf Club, Kohlôs Tonto 

Creek, Wonder Valley 

Pine-Strawberry  Portal IV, The Portals 

Waterwheel Beaver Valley, Bonita Creek 

 
8 https://wildfirerisk.org 
9 https://www.nfpa.org 

https://wildfirerisk.org/
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Map 1:Northern Gila County Fire Districts 
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1. Christopher-Kohls Fire District  

Chief: Robert Lockhart 

Location: 930 E. Christopher Creek Loop, Payson AZ 85541 

Phone: (928) 478-4011 

Email: chief@ckfire.net  

Website: https://www.ckfire.net/  

Social: n/a 

Overview of Communities 

Christopher Creek 

Christopher Creek is a census-designated place in northern Gila County in the state of Arizona. 

Situated at the base of the Mogollon Rim, the community lies at an elevation of 5,961 and is located 

approximately 23.5 miles northeast of Payson, just off SR 260. The current population in 

Christopher Creek is 123.10 The populated areas in Christopher Creek have, on average, a greater 

risk than 98% of communities in Arizona, are predominantly exposed to wildfire from direct 

sources, such as adjacent flammable vegetation, and have, on average, greater wildfire probability 

than 99% of communities in Arizona. Christopher Creek is approximately three (3) square miles, 

with 40.6 people per square mile. 

Map 2: Christopher Creek Area 

 

 
10 

https://worldpopulationreview.com/us-cities/christopher-creek-az-population 

https://wildfirerisk.org/explore/0/04/04007/0400013140/
https://wildfirerisk.org/explore/0/04/04007/0400013140/
https://wildfirerisk.org/explore/0/04/04007/0400013140/
https://wildfirerisk.org/explore/0/04/04007/0400013140/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/930+Christopher+Creek+Loop,+Payson,+AZ+85541/@34.3163383,-111.0207807,723m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x872ea6b4dcb8ba77:0x13d95d9f805401e9!8m2!3d34.3163383!4d-111.0185867
mailto:chief@ckfire.net
https://www.ckfire.net/
https://wildfirerisk.org/explore/0/04/04007/0400013140/
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Kohlôs Ranch 

The current population in Kohlôs Ranch is approximately 160. The populated areas in Kohls Ranch 

have, on average, a greater risk than 96% of communities in Arizona, are predominantly exposed 

to wildfire from direct sources, such as adjacent flammable vegetation, greater wildfire probability 

than 98% of other Arizona. Kohlôs Ranch is approximately 1.2 square miles, with 134.9 people 

per square mile.  

Map 3: Kohl's Ranch 

 

Hunter Creek 

Although a small area, the Hunter Creek community has an approximate population of 

approximately 20. They have on average, greater risk and likelihood of wildfire than 98% of other 

Arizona communities, are exposed to wildfire from direct sources, and are predominantly exposed 

to wildfire from direct sources, such as adjacent flammable vegetation. 

Map 4: Hunter Creek 

https://wildfirerisk.org/explore/0/04/04007/0400038600/
https://wildfirerisk.org/explore/0/04/04007/0400038600/
https://wildfirerisk.org/explore/0/04/04007/0400038600/
https://wildfirerisk.org/explore/0/04/04007/0400038600/
https://wildfirerisk.org/explore/0/04/04007/0400038600/
https://wildfirerisk.org/explore/0/04/04007/0400038600/
https://wildfirerisk.org/explore/0/04/04007/0400034700/
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Christopher-Kohls Fire District 

Jurisdiction 

The Christopher-Kohls Fire District (CKFD) provides fire, medical, and rescue services to over 

1000 acres and a 20-mile section of Highway 260. Communities served by the CKFD include 

Kohls Ranch, Mountain Meadows, See Canyon, Hunter Creek, Christopher Creek, Colcord 

Estates, Gordon Canyon, Tonto Creek Estates, Zane Grey Estates, and Ponderosa Estates to the 

top of the Mogollon Rim. CKFD also provides contract Fire and EMS services to the Tontozona 

area, R-C Boy Scout Camp, Mountain Meadows Ranch Bible Camp, and Tonto Rim Bible Camp. 

Many of the communities are surrounded by Tonto National Forest lands. The population varies 

throughout the year, with a peak of approximately 10,000 people either residing or camping within 

the community (during summer and fall, particularly on the weekend for recreational activities), 

and dropping to hundreds of persons during winter months. 

Three fire stations spread throughout the community provide quick response times to emergencies. 

A call-back system along with automatic and mutual aid provides for improved response 

capabilities to emergencies within the district. The Fire District is also using Nixel for 

communicating with both residents and visitors via text message or email. 

Equipment 

The CKFD currently has the following equipment: 

¶ One (1) Rescue Ambulance 

¶ Two (2) Type I Engines 

¶ One (1) Type III Engine 

¶ Two (2) Type VI Engines 

¶ One (1) Tactical Water Tender 

¶ Two (2) Support Water Tenders 

  

With the increase in permanent staffing, decreased response times, and improved apparatus 

capabilities, the Districtôs ISO rating dropped from a 6/8B to a 5 for the major portions of the 

community. Areas outside the service area are rated a 10. 

Staffing 

The CKFD is currently staffed with (2) full-

time members at Fire Station 51.  Stations 52 

and 53 are staffed by volunteers. Management 

positions include (1) Fire Chief, (3) Fire 

Captains, and a small number of volunteers. 

The CKFD has one Engine Boss qualified 

member through Incident Qualifications 

System (IQS), one Engine Boss Trainee, and 

six members are FFII qualified. Several of the 

members are also Faller and Ignition qualified. 
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Community Education/Outreach 

The members of the CKFD participate in the communities they serve by providing advice on 

personal and home fire safety by presenting topics to the community such as defensible space 

around buildings, firewood storage, forest litter on rooftops, spark arrestors on chimneys, and 

placement of smoke detectors. Members also complete ñFirewiseò evaluations of properties within 

the district.  

Project Updates 

CKFD has been active in seeking fuels modification projects to improve the safety of the district. 

The district is seeking a $200,000 grant to treat an additional 90 acres. Over 318 acres have been 

treated in the See Canyon, Colcord Estates, Hunter Creek, and Ponderosa Estates areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Northern Gila County 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) 

Page 23 of 102 Community Assessments 

2. Gisela Fire District 

Chief: Richard Quarles 

Location: 199 Stetson DR, Payson, AZ 

Phone: (928) 474-7413 

Email: giselavfd@yahoo.com  

Website: n/a 

Social: Facebook 

Overview of Community 

Gisela, Arizona 

Gisela is a small, unincorporated community of approximately 500 people located 17 miles south 

of Payson off Highway 87, located nearby is the community of Rye. Recreation is one of the main 

attractions to Gisela including swimming on Tonto Creek and hiking canyon trails.  

The populated areas in Gisela have, on average, a greater risk than 83% of communities in Arizona, 

are predominantly exposed to wildfire from direct sources, such as adjacent flammable vegetation, 

and have, on average, wildfire likelihood than 87% of communities in Arizona. 

Map 5: Gisela, Arizona 

 

 

 

 

 

https://wildfirerisk.org/explore/0/04/04007/0400027540/
https://wildfirerisk.org/explore/0/04/04007/0400027540/
https://wildfirerisk.org/explore/0/04/04007/0400027540/
https://wildfirerisk.org/explore/0/04/04007/0400027540/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Gisela+Valley+Fire+Department/@34.0965292,-111.2875712,725m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x872c08a90bd0bbd5:0x46ea09c01b358a33!8m2!3d34.0965292!4d-111.2853772
mailto:giselavfd@yahoo.com
https://www.facebook.com/HellsgateFireDepartment
https://www.facebook.com/HellsgateFireDepartment
https://wildfirerisk.org/explore/0/04/04007/0400027540/
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Gisela Fire District 

Jurisdiction   

The Gisela Fire Department participated in the review meetings; however, did not provide updated 

information for the Northern Gila County Community 2022 CWPP update. The information below 

was based on the 2015 Northern Gila County CWPP.11  

The district serves the community from one central fire station and has an ISO rating of 9. The 

County Sheriffôs Office provides emergency dispatch for this area. 

Equipment 

The district has several fire apparatuses including two water tenders; however, it is limited in its 

fire suppression capabilities by the lack of a water source to fill up fire apparatus.  

Staffing 

The Fire District has one paid position, the Fire Chief, and up to 12 volunteer firefighters. Utilizing 

Firefighters are equipped with full wildland firefighting equipment and receive dispatches by 

handheld radio pagers. Training is an identified need for District personnel including access to 

Firefighter I and II courses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
11 2016 Northern Gila County CWPP 
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3. Hellsgate Fire District  

Chief: Morey Morris 

Location: 80 S Walters LN, Star Valley, AZ 

Phone: (928) 474-3835 

Email:  mmorris@hellsgatefire.org  

Website: https://hellsgatefire.org/  

Social: Facebook 

 

Overview of Communities 

The Hellsgate Fire District (HFD) serves the 

communities Town of Star Valley, Little Green Valley, 

Bear Flats, Tonto Village, Thompson Draw I, Thompson 

Draw II, Zane Grey Meadows, Meads/Collins Ranch, 

Ellison Creek Summer Homes, Diamond Point Summer 

Homes, Ellison Creek Estates, La Cienega Ranch and the 

newly added Fox Farm. 

Star Valley 

The town of Star Valley is located in Northern Gila County and contains 36 square miles of land 

within its incorporated boundaries, whereas the communityôs planning area contains about 100 

square miles. Currently, both public and private lands are included. Star Valleyôs elevation is 

approximately 5,150 feet and is nearly surrounded by the Tonto National Forest. The Town is 

located south of the Mogollon Rim and north of the Sonoran Desert, which comprises a portion of 

central and southern Gila County. Immediately west of the community is the incorporated Town 

of Payson. 12

The population of Star Valley is approximately 2,324.13 The populated areas in Star Valley have, 

on average, a greater risk than 91% of communities in Arizona, are predominantly exposed to 

wildfire from direct sources, such as adjacent flammable vegetation, and have, on average, greater 

wildfire likelihood than 90% of communities in Arizona. 

 

 

 

 

 
12 https://starvalleyaz.com/about-star-valley/ 
13 https://worldpopulationreview.com/us-cities/star-valley-az-population 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hellsgate+Fire+Department+Station+21/@34.2546093,-111.2583649,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x872c1a40a7c2673f:0xa7485867c76f36af!8m2!3d34.2546093!4d-111.2561762
mailto:mmorris@hellsgatefire.org
https://hellsgatefire.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HellsgateFireDepartment
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Map 6: Star Valley, Arizona 

 

Tonto Village 

Tonto Village is located in northern Gila County in Thompson Draw, a valley south of the 

Mogollon Rim. It is one (1) mile west of Arizona State Route 260, which leads southwest 15 miles 

to Payson.  

The population of Tonto Village is approximately 240. The populated areas in Tonto Village have, 

on average, a greater risk than 98% of communities in Arizona. are predominantly exposed to 

wildfire from direct sources, such as adjacent flammable vegetation, and have, on average, greater 

wildfire likelihood than 98% of communities in Arizona. 

Map 7: Tonto Village area 

 

https://wildfirerisk.org/explore/0/04/04007/0400074665/



















































































































































