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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A. Overview

A Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) gathers community resources to enhance wildfire
mitigation and preparedness. The plan identdiesc o mmu n itd rgdace itssigk ef plasnage
from wildfires. The2022 Northern Gila County Community Wildfire retection Plan NGC
CWPP) is an update of the 2015 CWWRich wasdesigned by a local group of stakeholders
invested in the wildland fire threatstiorthern Gila Countgommunities.

Gila County believes the protection of life and property from wildldind involves a
comprehensive approach from a single home site to the entire community that abuts wildlands.
Gila County has adopted a communiide approach to creating fhadapted communities that

are composed of informed and prepared citizens cobalely planning and acting to safely
coexi st with wildland f i r efredadaptedeogrhunitipsr sgep ar at i
knowledgeable, engaged communities where actions of residents and agencies in relation to
infrastructure, buildings, landscapirand the surrounding ecosystem lessen the need for extensive
protection actions and enable the communities to safely accept fire as part of the surrounding

|l andscaped (Fire Adapted Communities, 2021).

This document provides a comprehenssagentificdly basedanalysis ofwildfire-relatednhazards

and risks in the WildlantUrban Interface (WUI) areas of Gila County, Arizona. The analysis is
delivered in the form of a Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) and strives to follow the
standards fo€WPPthat have been established by the Healthy Forests Restoration Act (HFRA).
Using the results of the analysis, recommendations have been generated that aid stakeholders in
preventing and/or reducing the threat of wildfire to values in the study dieese
recommendations are included throughout the report, wherever appropriate.

Due to the geographic size of the county, Gi |
Community Wildfire Protection Plano to addres:
the southern area. TIMGC CWPP covers the area north of Hellgg8l¥ilderness to the Verde

River, south of the Mogollon Rim and Coconino and Apashigreaves National Forests, and

west of the Fort Apache Indian Reservation. Federal lands within this CWPP are administered by

the US Forest Service, Tonto National Forast] the Bureau of Land Management.

B. Background

The 2022NGC CWPPis an update of the 2016 CWPP, that was designed by a local group of
stakeholders invested in the wildland fire threats to Northern Gila County Communities.

L http://www.fireadapted.org/
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TheNGC CWPPwasoriginally developedn 2004 in response to theddlthy Forests Restoration

Act (HFRA) of 2003 for atrisk communities andnincorporated areas of the Mogollon Rim of
Arizonaby a fACor e Te a.nheongnal 200dpk ahowdsesr s eferred
Country AGWRR.adt ed in the plan, fAthe geal of
Protection Plan since 2004 has been to provide for Wigallthy,and dynamically stable human
communities, built upon a similarly vital, healthy, and dynamically stalpést,which is strongly
resistant to wildfire, and wherein the positive role af f& understood and managed for the benefit
of A&l 1l .0

C. Timeline of Plan Updates
2004: Original development of the CWPP.

2006:In 2006, the 2004 Rim Country CWPP was updated with continued input from Core Team
membersFocus areas included:

1 Provide progress updates to the initial 2004 CWPP.

1 Established the following goals:
A Improve fire prevention and suppression, emphasizing firefighter and public safety.
Reduce hazardous fuels, emphasizing public and private property protection.
Restore foest, rangeland, and riparian health.
Promote community involvement and provide for community protection.
Recommend measures to reduce structural ignitability in the WUI.
Encourage economic development in the communities from vegetative treatments.
Encouage communities, subdivisions, and developments that are not within a fire
district to either be annexed by an existing fire district or create their own district
for enhanced wildland fire protection.

> > > >

2015: In 2015, Gila County Emergency Management (ML&ponsored another update to the
CWPP with the intention of updating the resources, funding, and training activities, as well as any
significant changes to the agencies or the communities they Beotes areas included:
1 Community preparednes&tivities , i n dli u ceidasignafions by the ASFD
Fire response improvements
Forest fuel mitigation efforts
Review of risk management principles
Grant fundingopportunities
Infrastructure improvements made by utility companies seNorghern GilaCountry,
High-value assets within the forest boundari@slt. Ord and the Diamond Point
communication facilities
1 Established the following goals:
A Fuel treatment projects
A Organizational changes

= =4 =4 -4 -4 -9

22004 Rim Country CWPP
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D.

A

CWPPOs.

A

management plans.

A

Maintain qualification for grant funding.

Historic Occurrences of Wildland Firesin Gila County

Community preparedness recommendation established in ¢ &20d 2006

Use the CWPP in conjunction with surrounding community and agency fire

Wildland fires are a force of nature that can be nearly as impossible to prevent and difficult to
USFS, ndl
environmental benefits, such as reducing grass, brushtre@s that can fuel large and severe

wildfires and improving wildlife habitat. In the wrong place at the wrong time, wildfires can wreak

control

havoc,

Acc

t hr ea

or di

teni

ng

t o

ng | i

t he

vV es,

homes,

n

t he

communi

right

ties,

captures historidawildfires that havesignificantly impactedGila Countywildland areas, and in

some incidences, nearby communities

Table 1: Historic Occurrences of Wildland Fires in Gila County

Wildland Fires [>1,000 acres or =/> $Imillion]

Date Name Jurisdiction(s) Cause Acreage Est. Cost Fuel Structures
6/18/2002 Roded Chediski Coconino, Human 467,000 F-$43.1 Ponderosa 490
Gila, Navajo mm Pine, Pine
Oak
6/24/2004 Willow Gila Lightning 119,500 F-$12 Desert 0
(southwest of mm Shrub,
Payson) Chaparral
7/15/2005 Edge Complex Gila Lightning 71,635 F-%4 Chaparral, 0
(south of Mt. mm PineOak
Ord)
5/30/2009 Pioneer (south of Gila Lightning 1,375 F->/= Manzanita, O
Globe) $50 k Ponderosa
Pine,
Chaparral
5/31/2009 Point (north of Coconino, Lightning 1,295 F-%$44.5 Ponderosa 0
Pine) Gila mm Pine
8/30/2009 Water Wheel Gila Human 773 F-$1.8 PineOak, 0
(near Beaver mm Chaparral
Valley)
8/20/2011 Tanner (south of Gila Lightning 5,460 F-$2.8 Ponderosa 0
Young) mm Pine / Pine
Oak
5/10/2012 Bull Flat Gila Lightning 2,147 F-> Grass, 0
(recovering area $1.9 mm Brush,
from Rodee Deadwood
Chediski Fire)
6/14/2012 Poco (northeast Gila Human 11,936 F-$8.2 Ponderosa 0
of Young, near mm Pine
Bull Flat Fire)
3 S=Suppression; F=Full Cost
Executive Summary Page7 of 102
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8/8/2012  Mistake Peak Gila Human 5,220 F-$3.1
(east of Tonto mm
Basin)
5/20/2016 Juniper (east of Gila Lightning 30,643 Grassand O
San Carlos) Brush
9/12/2016 Fulton (near Gila Lightning 3,238
Payson)
5/8/2017  Pinal (near Gila Lightning 7,156 Pine,Oak 0
Globe) brush,
Manzanita,
and
Snowberry
7/29/2017 Highline (8 mi Gila Human 7,198 Grass, 0
east of Payson; brush,
1990 Dude fire heavy and
scar) down fuels,
ponderosa
pine
6/8/2019 Woodbury(areas Pinal, Human 123,875 F->/= Tall grass, O
of TNF, moved Maricopa, $16 mm  Brush,
northeast toward Gila Chaparral
Roosevelt Lake)
Pinal, Maricopa,
Gila
5/30/2020 Sawtooth Pinal, Gila  Lightning 24,729 S->/= Tall grass, O
$5.2 mm heavy
brush
6/5/2020 Blue River Fire  Gila Lightning 30,419 S->/= Timber 0
(15 mi NE of $100 k
San Carlos)
6/5/2020 Dry Lake Graham, Lightning 4,370 S->/= 0
Gila $100 k
6/13/2020 Bush Fire (SR Maricopa, Human 193,455 S->/= Grass, 0
87, Tonto Basin, Gila $11.6 Chaparral,
Punkin Center, mm Juniper
Jakes Corner) Pinyon
Maricopa, Gila
7/12/2020 Valley Gila Lightning 29,659 S->/= 0
$2 mm
7/20/2020 Blue River 2 (15 Gila Lightning 28,051 S->/= Brush, tall 0
mi NE of San $4 mm grass, and
Carlos) hardwood
litter.
Heavy
grasscrops
and dry
light brush
are the
primary
carriers of
the fire.
8/1/2020 Cassadore Gila Lightning 1,284 S->/= Brush, 1
Springs/Kean $7 mm grass,
Executive Summary Page8 of 102
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ponderosa
pine
8/17/2020 Griffin/Gin Gila Lightning 61,821 S->/= Grass,
8/21/2020 $5.8 mm Brush,
Chaparral
8/16/2020 Bull (15 miwest Gila Lightning 5,700 S->/= 0
of Payson) $50 k
8/17/2020 Salt Gila Lightning 21,670 S->/= Grass,
$20 k Brush,
Sonoran
Desert
8/21/2020 Rockhouse (16 Gila Lightning 19,506 S->/= Grass and
mi SE of San $546 k  Brush
Carlos)
8/22/2020 Medicine / Gila Lightning/ 8,930 S->/= Timber 1
8/28/2020 Medicine 2 Human $1.2 mm with brush
and grass
understory
8/24/2020 Meddler (7 miles Gila Lightning 4,452 S->/= Tall Grass, 0
northeast of $73 k Brush,
Roosevelt) Chapatrral
8/25/2020 Hidden Gila Lightning 6,106 S->/= Short Grass 0
$5mm  (1foot)
ShortGrass
(1 foot)
Dormant
Brush,
Hardwood
Slash
Timber
(Litter and
Under
story)
9/2/2020  Juniper (18 miles Gila Lightning 2,867 S->/= Grass, 0
East of San $2 k Brush
Carlos)
5/7/2021  Copper Canyon Gila Human 2,875 Grass, 0
Brush
6/1/2021  Mescal (under Pinal, Gila Pending 72,250 S->/= Grass,
investigation) $12 mm Chaparral,
Brush
6/4/2021  Telegraph Pinal, Gila Human 180,757 S->/= Grass, 51
$36.4 Brush
mm
6/16/2021 Backbone Yavapai, Lightning 40,855 S->/= Pinyon 0
Gila, $13.2 juniper,
Coconino mm chaparral,
brush,
grass,
cactus

Executive Summary Page9 of 102
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. INTRODUCTION

A. Overview

The NGC CWPP covers approximately 298,000 acres and is servebt(8) fire districts and

the Tonto National Forest (TNF). Themdation covered by the CWPP consists of approximately
25,000 residents living in over 88 defined communities, with holiday and weekend population
increases of nearly 100% due to the recreational opportunities offerecpinétemveredforests.

With the large number of communities addressed by the plan, an important objectiveNiGiGhe
CWPP CoreReview Team (NGC CRTWas to provide a method of accountability for mitigation
measures undertakelinother componentf this plan was taewelopfuel management priorities,
prevention and loss mitigation and establish future priorities and recommacte®d plan This

NGC CWPP has been writtenn accor dance with Feder al Emer g
(FEMA) May 2020 guidelinésand Healthy Frests Restoration Act (HFRAJThis plan will
identify and prioritize critical goals and objectives thladbuldbe completedo ensure ounorthern

Gila Countycommunitiesare safe from wildfires

B. Purpose of CWPP

The purpose ai CWPRHSs to identify and poritize fuel reduction treatments and recommends the
types and methods of treatments across the landscape, address structural ignitability, and address
local preparedness and firefighting capabilities with stakeholders.

The CWPP will help local governmts, fire departments, and fire districts improve fire prevention
and suppression activities. assist in identifying funding needs and grant opportunities, and identify
at-risk public, private lands, and protect those lands from severe wilfeats

C. Three Basic Criteria for CWPP

1 Collaboration: A CWPP must be collaboratively developed by local and state government
representatives, in consultation with federal agencies and other interested parties.

1 Prioritized Fuel Reduction: A CWPP must identify anobptize areas for hazardous fuel
reduction treatments and recommend the types and methods of treatment that will protect
one or more atisk communities and essential infrastructure.

1 Treatment of Structural Ignitability: A CWPP must recommend measutdsoim@owners
and communities can take to reduce the ignitability of structures throughout the area
addressed by the plan.

D. Wildland Urban Interface (WUI)

In 2009, the Arizona State Forestry Departmanter the direction of the Governor of Arizona,
issuedan Arizonaldentified Communities at Risk rating for nearly 200 communities located

4 https://www.usfa.fema.gov/blog/e®62420.html
5https://www.forestsandrangelands.gov/resources/overviewifhffementation122004.shtml
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throughout the State. These communities were given WUI ratings, with 39 communities located
in Gila County. The ratings were based on the following criteria:

1 Fire BehavioPotential
1 Social, Cultural and Community Factors
1 Fire Protection Capability

Each community was given a Risk of Catastrophic Fire rating based on the three evaluatian criteria
Seventeen communities in tN6&C CWPRcoverage area were rated by the Arizona State Forestry
Department. The chart below lists those communities, the associated WUI risk, and the Fire
District/Department providing fire protection to the community

E. Northern Gila County Communities-At-Risk

Thefollowing communities in Northern Gila County were rated by the DHFR019 The table
below lists the Northern Gila County communities, the associated WUI risk, FRI Class, and the
Fire District/Department providing fire protection to the commufity.

Table 2: Northern Gila County CommunitiesAt-Risk

Community Risk Category FRI Class Fire District/Department
Arrowhead High 6.21 Pine Strawberry FD
Bear Flat High 8.44 Hellsgate FD
Beaver Valley High 5.73 Water Wheel FMD
Bonita Creek Estates High 7.39 Water Wheel FMD
Camp Geronimo High 5.40 Water Wheel FMD
gszzgg Day - White Mountain Moderate* * White Mountain Apach&D
Christopher Creek High 6.31 Christopher Kohls FD
Colcord Estates High 5.71 Christopher Kohls FD
Deer Creek High 5.41 None
Diamond Point Summer Homes High 7.06 Hellsgate FD
East Verde Estates High 6.69 Payson FD
Ellison Creek Estates High 7.08 Hellsgate FD
Ellison Creek Summer Homes High 7.22 Hellsgate FD
Flowing Springs High 5.64 None
Freedom Acre®Vonder Valley High 5.36 PaysonFD
Frog Pond* High 6.56 Pleasant Valley FD

6 Dataset (209) Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire Management
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Geronimo Estates High 5.74 Water Wheel FMD
Gisela High 6.17 Gisela FD

Gordon Canyon High 5.43 Christopher Kohls FD
Haigler Creek High 5.39 None

Hunter Creek High 7.44 Christopher Kohls FD
Jakes Corner High 4.99 Christopher Kohls FD
Kohls Ranch High 7.88 Christopher Kohls FD
Little Green Valley High 7.66 Hellsgate FD

Mead's Ranch High 6.78 Hellsgate FD

Mesa del Caballo High 6.35 Payson FD

Nail Ranch* High 6.50 Pleasant Valley FD
Oxbow Estates High 6.35 Payson FD

Payson High 6.06 Payson Fire Department
Pine Strawberry High 6.39 Pine Strawberry FD
Ponderosa Springs High 5.58 Christopher Kohls FD
R-C Camp High 7.99 Christopher Kohls FD
Rim Trail Estates High 6.21 Water Wheel FMD
Rock Hous#* High 6.17 Pleasant Valley FD
Rose Creek ’ High 7.83 Pleasant Valley FD
Round Valley High 6.30 Payson FD

Rye High 6.26 None

Shadow Rim Camp High 6.59 Water Wheel FMD
Star Valley High 6.20 Hellsgate FD
Thompson Draw | High 7.16 Hellsgate FD
Thompson Draw Il High 7.11 Hellsgate FD

Tonto Apache - Tonto Apache High* * Payson Fire Department
Tonto Basin High 4.85 Christopher Kohls FD
Tonto Creek Estates High 6.66 Christopher Kohls FD
Tonto Creek Hatchery High 6.72 Christopher Kohls FD
Tonto Village High 6.42 Hellsgate FD

** Indicates area is in an area where the assigned fire department may respond if able to bill for response.
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Verde

Glen

Washington Park

Washington Park North

Whispering Pines

Young

F.
Gi |

High
High
High
High
High

6.66
5.87
5.76
6.78
6.07

Water Wheel FMD
Water Wheel FMD
Water Wheel FMD
Water Wheel FMD

Pleasant Valley FD

CWPP Planning ProcesdDevelopment Team

a Countyds col

direction for updates to this CWPP.
Table3: 2022 NGC CWPP Development Team

Arizona Department of Forestry and Fire

Participant

Management

Development TeamQRTMorking Group)

= =4 —a -8 A

Local Fire Departments/Districts
EmergencyManagement

TNF (USFS)

DFFM

GIS (agency specific)

Key Stakeholders

= =8 -—a-_a_-a_-8a_-°

At-Ris

Py

E I EE

Utility Companies
Neighboring Jurisdictions
Local Municipalities
State Agencies
Elected Officials
Tonto National Forest
Tribal partners

k Stakeholders
Residentiallandowners
Businessgnon-profit organizations
Faith-based
Local municipalities

|l abor at i

v e pl @membarsregergh statec e s s
county, and local partners and stakeholders. Gila County recognizes the importance of
relationships between municipalities and fire districts within county, as well as partnerships with
state and federal land managers where putdiety responsibilities may overlap requires a
collaborative effort to succeed. The 209C CRTwas formedn 2021to guide and provide

RolesResponsibilities

Grant funding opportunities
Provide general guidance as needed
Review and approve Final CWPP

Provide guidance and expertise for the CWPP
Coordinate with neighboring jurisdictions

Provide guidanceo key stakeholders
Distribute CWPP information via websites and sou
media platforms

Conductdirect outreach as appropriate

Provide

insights on the

jurisdictional hazard aees
Collaborate on program and project development
Review CWPP drafts
Participate in workshops, as appropriate

Participation in onlinesurveys

intersection of cro
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CWPP Facilitator Develop CWPP
1 Gila County Emergency Facilitate planning meetings
Management Facilitate community surveys

Distribute CWPP information to kestakeholderand
thedevelopment team
Distribute Final CWPP
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. COMMUNITY ASSESSMENTS

A. Local and Tribal Communities and Fire Departments/Districts

The2022update to thtd\GC CWPRdentified changes made in the preceding years in community
values, local fire district/department and community preparedness, agency infrastructure,
population trends, and structure density. Another item reviewed was changes insbnance

Services Office (ISO) ratings, which is reationwide classification system used to reflect a
communityoés |l ocal fire protection agencyods ab

ParticipatingFire Departments/Districtandagendes arerepresented in this sgon. Note: The
information on the population (unless otherwise referenced) and wildfire risk to communities
below includes the most recent census datglable inthe risk mapping tool provided by the
USDA Wildfire Riskto Communitie$

AiFi rewi sed Communities

i Fi r eocsmnsueities are those that have taken appropriate measures to
become more resistant to wildfire structural damagg.i r etechngjees
include minimizing the risk of home ignition logrefully landscaping around
residential structures such as thinning trees and brush and choosing fire
resistant plants, selecting ignitioesistant building materigls and
positioning structures away from slopes. Many communities in northern Gila
County have adoptediFi r e wi s e 0 amduhgvg been denifieds as

i Fi r ecomnsumities (see table below).

Table4: Firewise Communities in NortherrGila County
Fire District/Department AFir e@immeniy

Bear FlatsFreedom AcrefRine Ridge, Summer Home, Thompson Dr

IR I &1I, and Wonder Valley
Alpine Heights,Chaparral Pines, East Verde Park, Elk Ridghison
Pavson Creek Cabin HOAFlowing SpringsfFreedom AcresHighlands at the
y Rim, Manzanita RanchPayson PinesRim Golf Cluh Kohl 6
Creek Wonder Valley
Pine-Strawberry Portal IV, The Portals
Waterwheel Beaver Valley Bonita Creek

8 https://wildfirerisk.org
9 https://www.nfpa.org
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Map 1:Northern Gila County FireDistricts

Northern Gila County
Fire Districts

Legend

Fire Districts
[ cHRISTOPHER KOHLS FIRE DEPARTMENT
Bl GsELA VALEY FIRE DEPARTMENT

Il cioBE FIRE DEPARTMENT

Bl +E1LSGATE FIRE DEPARTMENT

[l +ousSTON MESA FIRE DEPARTMENT
[ PxvsON FIRE DEPARTMENT

[l o= 5TRAWBERRY FIRE DISTRICT

Il Fe=ASANT VALLEY FIRE DEPARTMENT
Il 54 cARLOS FIRE DEPARTMENT

B 1000 BASIN FIRE DISTRICT

Bl oy FIRE DisTRICT o
[[] us ForesT service

I ATER WHEEL FIRE AND MEDICAL DISTRICT ¢ @'
[ WHITE MOUNTAIN APACHE FIRE AND RESCUE M

4202021 - Gia Courty XS
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1. Christopher-Kohls Fire District

Chief: Robert Lockhart

Location: 930 E. Christopher Creek Loop, PagsAZ 85541
Phone: (928) 4784011

Email: chief@ckfire.net

Website:  https://lwww.ckfire.net/

Social: n/a

Overview of Communities

Christopher Creek

Christopher Creek is a censtdissignated place in northern Gila County in the state of Arizona.
Situated at the base of the Mogollon Rim, the community lies at an elevation of 5,961 and is located
approximately 23.5 miles northeast of Payson, just off $B. Zhe current population in
Christopher Creek i$231° The populated areas in Christopher Creek have, on averggsgter

risk than 98% of communities in Arizona, are predominantly exposed to wildfire from direct
sources, such as adjacent flammablgetation, and have, on average, greater wildfire probability
than 99% of communities in Arizon@hristopher Creek is approximately three (3) square miles,
with 40.6 people per square mile

Map 2: Christopher Creek Area

Sl Lower  Higher |

10 https://worldpopulationreview.com/gities/christophecreekazpopulation
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K o h Raneh

The current popul approxonately 160ThE populai@dsareB®saniKcohls Ransh
have, on average,greater risk than 96% of communities in Arizona, are predominantly exposed
to wildfire from direct sources, such as adjacearnfinable vegetatiogreater wildfire probability

than 98% of other Arizon& o h | 6 s &proxienatelyl.Zsquare miles, with 134.9 people
per square mile.

Map 3: Kohl's Ranch

(VSIS MURTTAR)

Lower Higher

Hunter Creek

Although a small area, the Hunter Creek community has an approximate population of
approximately\20. They have on average, greater asH likelihood of wildfirethan 98% of other
Arizona communities, are exposed to wildfire from direct soyared are ppdominantly exposed

to wildfire from direct sources, such as adjacent flammable vegetation.

Map 4: Hunter Creek

USRS MDURTZART

Higher |
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ChristophetKohls Fire District

Jurisdiction

The ChristopheKohls FireDistrict (CKFD) provides fire, medical, and rescue services to over
1000 acres and 20-mile section of Highway 260. Communities served by @D include
Kohls Ranch, Mountain Meadows, See Canyon, Hunter Creek, Christopher Creek, Colcord
Estates, Gordon Canyompnto Creek Estates, Zane Grey Estat@sl Ponderosa Estates to the
top of the Mogollon RImMCKFD also provides contract Fire and EMS services to the Tontozona
area, RC Boy Scout Cam, Mountain Meadows Ranch Bibzamp and Tonto Rim Bible Camp.
Many ofthe communities arsurroundedy Tonto National Forest lands. The populati@nies
throughout the year, with a peakagfproximately 10,000 people either residing or camping within
the community(during summer and fall, particularly on the weekend foreational activities),

and dropping to hundreds of persons during winter months

Three fire stations spread throughout the community provide quick response times to emergencies.

A call-back system along with automatic and mutual aid provides for improesgonse
capabilities to emergencies within the district. The HDistrict is also using Nixel for
communicating with both residents and visitors via text message or email.

Equipment
The CKFD currently has the following equipment:

One(1) Rescue Ambulance
Two (2) Type | Engines

One(1) Type Il Engine

Two (2) Type VI Engines
One(1) Tactical Water Tender
Two (2) Support Water Tenders

= =4 -4 -4 4 -9

With the increase in permanent staffing, decreased response #&intesmproved apparatus
capabilities, theDistrictb s | SO rating dropped from a 6/ 8B
community. Areas outside the service area are rated a 10.

Staffing

The CKFD is currently staffed with (2) full
time members at Fire &ton 51. Stations 52
and 53 are staffed by volunteers. Managemé¢
positions include (1) Fire Chief, (3) Fire
Captains and a small number of volunteers
The CKFD has one Engine Boss qualifi
member through Incident Qualification
System (IQS), one EnginBoss Trainee, and
six members are FFIl qualified. Several of t
members are also Faller and Ignition qualifie®®

Community Assessments Page21 of 102
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Community Education/Outreach

The members of the CKFD participate in the communities they serve by providing advice on
personal and home fire safety by presenting topics to the community such as defensible space
around buildings, firewood storage, forest litter on rooftops, sparkt@rsesn chimneys, and
placement of smoke detectors. Members also compl€té r eewaluatiens of properties within

the district.

Project Updates

CKFD has been active in seeking fuels modification projects to improve the safety of the district.
Thedistrict is seeking a $200,000 grant to treat an additional 90 &wes.318 acres have been
treatedn the See Canyon, Colcord Estates, Hunter Creek, and Ponderosa Bistates
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2. Gisela Fire District

Chief: Richard Quarles

Location: 199 Stetson DR, Payson, AZ
Phone: (928) 4747413

Email: giselavfd@yahoo.com
Website:  n/a

Social: Facebook

Overview of Community

Gisela, Arizona

Gisela is a smallunincorporate@ommunity of approximately 500 people located 17 miles south
of Paysoroff Highway 87, located nearby is the community of Rye. Recreation is one of the main
attractions to Gisela including swimming on Tonto Creek and hiking canyon trails.

The populated areas in Gisela have, on aveeageater risk than 83% of communitiestinzona,
are predominantly exposed to wildfire from direct sources, such as adjacent flammable vegetation,
and haveon average, wildfire likelihood than 87% of communities in Arizona

Map 5: Gisela, Arizona

Lower Higher
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Gisela FireDistrict

Jurisdiction

TheGiselaFire Department participated in the review meetings; however, did not provide updated
information for the Northern Gila County Commun2§22CWPP updatelhe informatiorbelow

was based on the 2015 Northern Gila CountyRPA

The district serves the community from one central fire station and has an ISO rating of 9. The

County Sheriffés Office provides emergency di

Equipment
The district haseveral fireapparatusemcluding two water tenderfiowever,it is limited in its
fire suppression capabilities by the lack of a water source to fill up fire apparatus.

Staffing

The Fire District has one paid position, the Fire Chief, and up to 12 volunteer firefighters. Utilizing
Firefighters are equipped with full wildland firefighting equipment and receive dispatches by
handheld radio pagers. Training is an identified needfstrict personnel including access to
Firefighter | and Il courses.

112016 Northern Gila County CWPP
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3. HellsgateFire District

Chief: Morey Morris

Location: 80 S Walters LN, Star Valley, Az
Phone: (928) 474-3835

Email: mmorris@hellsgatefire.org
Website: https://hellsgatefire.org/

Social: Facebook

Overview of Communities

The Hellsgate Fire District (HFD) serves the
communitiesTown of Star Valley, Little Green Valley
Bear Flats, Tonto Village, Thompson Draw |, Thomps
Draw Il, Zane Grey Meadows, Meads/Collins Rang
Ellison Creek Summer Homes, Diamond Point Sumn
Homes, Ellison Creek Estates, La Cienega Ranch ang
newly added Fox Farm.

Star Valley

The town of Star Valley is located Morthern Gila County and contains 36 square miles of land
within its incorporated boundaries, whereas t
square mil es. Currently, both public and pri)

approximaely 5,150 feet and is nearly surrounded by the Tonto National Forest. The Town is
located south of the Mogollon Rim and north of the Sonoran Desert, which comprises a portion of
central and southern Gila County. Immediately west of the community isabeparated Town

of Payson??

The population of Star Valley is approximat@y324*® The populated areas in Star Valley have,

on averagea greater risk than 91% of communities in Arizoase predominantly exposed to
wildfire from direct sources, such as adjacent flammable vegetation, and have, on average, greater
wildfire likelihood than 90% of communities in Arizona.

nttps://starvalleyaz.com/abestarvalley/
13 https://worldpopulationreview.com/ggties/stasvalley-azpopulation
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Map 6: Star Valley, Arizona

TontoVillage

Tonto Village is located in northern Gila County in Thompson Draw, a valley south of the
Mogollon Rim. It is one (1) mile west of Arizona State Route 260, which leads southwest 15 miles
to Payson.

The population of Tonto Village is approximatel®The pppulated areas in Tonto Village have,

on averagea greater risk than 98% of communities in Arizoage predominantly exposed to
wildfire from direct sources, such as adjacent flammable vegetation, and have, on average, greater
wildfire likelihood than 98% of communities in Arizona.

Map 7: Tonto Village area
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