
Pleasure Boating
Hooksett and turn of the Century 



A History

+The Merrimack was critical to Hooksett’s commercial 

and industrial development

+Late 1800’s picture of boating changed

+No longer was river profitable for hauling freight

+The Railroad took over this role

+ and old time Ferry’s faded 



Martins Ferry's 



River Keeps 
Appeal

+ Cottages and summer Cabins 

appear on river

+ Small passenger boats begin to 

flourish

+ Manchester-Hooksett steamboat 

company builds several 

steamships



Steamers would leave Manchester

From the Riverside Pavilion   









The  Steamship Company’s Fleet 
included

The General John Stark

The Lone Star

The Lucille



The General  
John Stark 

+ It was the largest of  the 

steamships 

+ Close to 90 Feet long

+ Carried about 100 passengers







The Steamships itinerary

+Stops at Stark Park

+Riverside Pavilion

+Martins Ferry

+Hooksett Village-  Including  side trips to

+The Pinnacle

+ with Lunch or Dinner at Ayers Tavern 



The Lone 
Star



The Lucille



Dock at 
Hooksett 
Village



Other Scenes



Conclusion

+ The  Steamship company  was dissolved in the 
1950’s by Legislative action for

+ Failure to make annual returns to the Secretary of 
State

+ The Merrimack River continues to see private boats 
and docks 

+ In the 1990’s the State begin to operating the 
Lamberts Park Boat Launch

+ Serving motorboats and canoe’s
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