RESOLUTION NO. )

A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING
CAVELL HOUSE AS
AN INDIVIDUAL LANDMARK

Dated: April 18, 2006

WHEREAS, upon notice to affected property owners and following a
public hearing, the Historic Preservation Commission has recommended
designation of Cavell House located at 69 Prospect Avenue in the City of Hudson
as an individual historic site; and,

WHEREAS, the proposed designation being submitted to the Common
Council, and there being due deliberation by the Common Council.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that pursuant to Huc.lson City
Code Chapter 169, Section169-4 (A) (1) and (2), that Cavell House located at 69
Prospect Avenue, Hudson, NY, is hereby design, as a historic landmark pursuant
to Hudsen City Code, and the Hudson Preservation Commission is hereby

authorized to noufy the owner of ﬂte_p;operty of the designation.
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APPLICATION FORM FOR AN INDIVIDUAL HISTORIC SITE
CITY OF HUDSON, NEW YORK
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION

Date of application J'/3/ A
Applicant \Aa,\\e;nm\ﬁ| m% =e
Address | Caely la e, wWodsen, NY 4 2538

Phone/e-mail ST®-#28- L bb xmand C-C-J-G-%Q_ mhca lale v €O mm
PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION

1. Buildings Common Or Current Name Cave\\ doo sa /C'.Me\\ Cen w_\-'n-ca&-w\m/\j

T regYam
2. Buildings Historic Name Caudei\ M\op so

Street Location { 4 ?y-pgp.eﬁ: e, ’r\t)ASbr\, N‘\z’ .

4. Present Owner & Address Co\umsia \"ﬂe.ma\-:q,\ \-\-pspz't"a;\
7t Prosmedy Ave, Wudeon, NY 125389

w

5. Organization (if any)

ACCESSIBILITY TO PUBLIC

Circle all that apply

a. Exterior visible from public road @no

b. Interior accessible yes no

c. restricted @no

PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION

Circle all that apply

Category (a) building
h. site
¢. district

OWNERSHIP @ private
b. site

USE OF PROPERTY: Please note “H” historic use “C” for current use
agriculture

. commercial

educational

Museum

SEE R



e. park . "
@ private residence ‘¥

other Copeen 1 ecckmeds M}z, "C "

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Circle all that apply

Building material a. clapbeard
b. stone

@brick

d. stucco

e. cobblestone

f. shingles

g. board & batten
other

Structural system a. wood frame light members
(if known) b. masonry load bearing walls
¢. post & beam
d. plank
e. metal

Exterior condition & a. excellent

Integrity good
¢. fair

v d. deteriorated
€. ruins
f. unexposed
altered
. unaltered
. exterior only
(J.) original site
k. moved with date
unknown

List major alterations and dates for above (if known) W‘Q’% edvons Waeses

ot g \RLT 1Y voom v Lng addefd® Nowh 51 da. . 1937~ 14 roons
Woag added +0 Souvdh Side. . 1Q7T0's W tndow s n?\qw\ ws '\ v dasivopa
ey

1940’ Radiakon 0y, Aed) To SAN. haas
Sc:‘urce of the?bove informat‘i})'n-\: ?LM LEANTV e ). afre
Walewlten.,

Conv erralien with o Wean - X .
Perroena) Yinowlsdoo }’lm hm;um’ \ived Fyrs wn e 6\8 amd terg
\nrad gy Wpe CovnmeTALL RT: W .

THREAﬁ%S On T Gs | T ST WAl s pance Qe STwASS .

Circle all that apply a. none known
b. Zoning




C)development

d. roads
e. deterioration

Related outbuildings & property barn

. garage
shed
carriage house
greenhouse
f. privy
g. shop
h. gardens
i. stable
J- landscape features
k. well
fencing
m. gazebo
other

o R T8

Surroundings
Circle all that apply

a. openland
b. woodland
¢. commercial
d. densely built up
> scattered buildings
- e.) residential
industrial
g. waterfront

other_Pre. - Medngp)

Interrelationship of building and di Cmm&ouwwlom‘\aé
q?1;.t"e1'rta a %na,l u‘:n bl::- mg an S;l:rm':ilo;;gts ahs W pcﬁ'\ao\ u&
DN Yo SW. covnen \M’(f‘-?“")“*‘ \o¥ i e @HJ%EMJ
0 \e Worlh 2 o Paniing ga)\a‘a_._-am,o.h mkm— \D\&g.

Other notable features of building and site (style, details, interiox, features if known)

S-Lﬂg_t.b\). evianm Wik M —Levmechs p O v andiof /}oag
Jiradlets. hange veranda S Peentnen (}noﬂ‘g Woim, “«M__

PQ}GN%WCM&DW c\n ZW-!B\ éu_m.ck\r.[ ot yWan l—o\ﬂ}.a-, &DOL(NC.ud
M\'—“—t’:lwm M\J}% \UI.L‘Q'\ W’Jﬂ"un

-E):“"*-Qb ﬂww ‘ﬂ-mMA-: OMHA  L2LF

E::AW e Rarvtcosly Was a c}:nu@,%\lowmj Yo baseme Wi,
SIGNIFICANCE

Circle and justify below

Period Area of significance



1700-1799 a. Archacology
@@:} b. agriculture

1850-1899 Q“ architecture
1900-1919 d. art
1920-1941 €. commerce

1942-1960 f. communications

; g. conservation
1. education
j- engineering
k. exploration/settlement
L. historic
m. industry
n. invention
0. landscape
p. law
q. philosophy
r. politics & government

. sculpture

u. social & humanitarian
v. theater
Ww. transportation

Other (specify) ﬁf’,ifz,-izdﬂa‘, c?fA

List the following and your source (s) of information

Architect, if known Wninown
Builder, if known: \Wndmowy)

Source:

Historical and architectural importance.

Please attach any additional material, which might be useful in considering the site
for landmark designation, copies of newspapers clippings, magazine articles; old
photographs, etc. are acceptable.

Please be advised that no materials can be returned.



Sources of information

Photographs required

Current views

Minimum size 4”x 6”

Color prints

Two (2) sets of each photograph

Include all exterior views (front, back, sides), showing complete elevation of all
structures to be considered.

Map required: (see guidelines)

Tax ID number required: {410, 6 Z -\ - 2.2

Signature of applicant . Date // £ / O é
Date receiver Signature of receiver
4/04/05
8/18/05

Canelt Movse |peated C’n%%/roonéf sopd ey ae

Owne b’_fi Colo mbita TMewerial Heospided 19

bounded qn%%ou-\% \.Oj €. Qrisen Allew, west Lca ath 55&'-/
floeh by Colombia Fand Cask \au Qrosgas Ava.
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SIGNIFICANCE

Significance of the property located at 69 Prospect Avenue , Hudson , N.Y. now known
as Cavell Cancer Treatment Program formerly called Cavell House.

“ An imposing brick structure on the west side of Prospect Avenue , towering far above
every other house in the city. The spectacular view from the observatory , grassy lawns
and grand old cedars,, stables , surrounded by four acres of land “ is how this property
was described in an article which appeared in a copy of the New York newspaper THE
WORLD in 1889.

Now, this former palatial Victorian style house with Italianate elements is surrounded by
black — top parking lots both front and back with a brick building on the southwest corner
used as a pre school called THE STARTING PLACE ( which is non — contributing ).
The stately cedars and pines , lawns, pathways, and swimming pool which was in the
rear of the house are gone as is the stable that was demolished by Columbia Memorial
Hospital in 2004 to make way for a parking garage and medical office building.

While there is no record to be found about a prominent architect or builder of this house
it does possess historic interest and value as part of the cultural , economic , and social
history of the City of Hudson and Columbia County through the notable personages who
once owned the house.

The house dates from the early 1800’s . It is possible that the house was built around
1819 by Obed Folger father of Frederick Fitch Folger . The Folger family are among the
early settlers of the City of Hudson. Frederick Folger ‘s early life was spent in Hudson
where he received his education at the old Hudson Academy , a noted institution of
learning that was not too far from where he lived. Afier leaving school , Frederick
embarked on a remarkable business career . At age 25 he was offered a position in a
mercantile house in New Orleans with liberal pay and opportunity for advancement. Still
another opportunity for advancement and higher pay was offered him which he took .
Frederick had made himself such a valuable employee that during the country’s economic
decline in 1837 when this company went into liquidation all interests were purchased by
Folger in 1842 He brought his brother to New Orleans and thus entered the hardware
and ship chandlery trade. By 1853 Frederick had acquired a satisfactory fortune and
decided to return to Hudson where he purchased “ The Bronson Place “ which he named
Glenwood and sought retirement but still retaining a large interest in New Orleans. .The
Civil War nearly wrecked the business so he returned to New Orleans. By 1869 he
finally retired from business and returned to Hudson. There is no record as to when he
sold the Bronson Place and purchased the property at 69 Prospect Avenue but it is
assumed that he purchased the property ¢. 1869 and sold the house in 1883 to Charles
Frisbee of Stuyvesant Falls , New York , who used the house as a winter home so his
children could attend school . Mr. Frisbee was owner and operator of the cotton mills in

Stuyvesant Falls.



During his lifetime in Hudson , Mr. Folger became interested in improving public
institutions , was a mover in advancing the old academy to a high grade school , was
instrumental in improving and perfecting the City cemetery , and he was involved in the
water works system . For twenty years he was a director of the Farmer’s National Bank
where he served as Vice President . He declined to serve as President and also declined
to serve as a Vestryman at Christ Church Episcopal. He died in Hudson at age 87 and
left a widow Harriet who was active in Hudson Fortnightly Club and the D A R

In higy of 1897 the house was purchased by Catherine E.B. Smock wife of Dr. John
Conover Smock ., They had spent four summers in the Catskills before buying the
property which, in the beginning , was also a summer home for them . When Dr. Smock
retired they made the Hudson mansion their permanent home for twenty four years. Dr.
Smock was born in Holmdel , New Jersey in 1842. In 1862 he graduated from Rutgers
College , and in 1863 he was hired by the New Jersy Department of Geology . He
traveled to Germany for advanced language study , and he accepted the Chair of Mining
and metallurgy at Rutgers, a position he held for fourteen years. He was appointed New
Jersy State Geologist in 1880 and remained in that capacity for 10 years . In 1885 he
became an assistant in charge of the New York State Museum in Albany , giving special
attention to the iron ore districts and the building stone industry.

Dr. Smock was interested in horticulture , and he regretted the way the graves in the old
cemetery were brought right up to the edge of the street. When the new cemetery , Cedar
Park , was to be opened , he landscaped the entrance with the help of Frederick Law
Olmstead , a man famous for designing parks in Boston and New York City where he
helped lay out Central Park. By the cemetery and around the Smock home , it was said
that almost every tree and shrub that would grow in this climate was represented , and
people came from miles around to view the beautiful plantings.

Far ahead of his time , Dr. Smock deplored the mutilation of natural resources ,
especially the forests . In the Catskills , Dr. Smock had witnessed devastation of the
hemlock trees, the bark of which was used to make charcoal , important to tanning
industry. It was too late to save the Catskills and the Berkshires , but he worked hard ,
lecturing and writing , in hopes of alerting people to the danger before the Adirondacks
too were ruined. He was instrumental in saving this important natural resource in that
area.

The life of this family adds prestige to the hospital’s history. The hospital was built
during the time the Smocks lived at 69 Prospect Avenue. World War 1 broke out .
Always generous with religious and humanitarian enterprises, the Smocks donated the
house to Hudson City Hospital in 1918 for convalescing soldiers and sailors who had
been involved in WW 1 . After the war ended the Smock home was renovated for the
School of Nursing that started in 1901 . The home was named Cavell House in honor of
the heroic English nurse Edith Louisa Cavell , who aided 200 french and british soldiers
to escape from the Germans for which she was arrested , sentenced for treason , and
executed by a firing squad on a firing range in Belgium October 12, 1915 . She was
imprisoned for ten weeks before her sentence.



As time went on, enrollment increased in the School of Nursing which required more
rooms. In 1927 a wing consisting of fourteen rooms and four bathrooms was added to
the north end of Cavell this wing was called the Fritts Memorial Wing in honor of Dr.
Crawford E. Fritts , noted physician and donator of the first nurses’ residence on upper
Columbia Street near the hospital. In 1932 a south wing was added for use by the faculty
of the nursing school .

During the time Cavell House was used for a nurses’ residence the windows were
replaced with thermopane windows with funds from the Helene Fuld Foundation.

This is a very solidly built house with cement floors throughout the basement and steel
staircases in each wing. There is a partial slate roof .

The house was in use by the school of nursing from 1919 until 1982 when the school
admitted married students and the inception of the ADA came about which would have
made the cost prohibitive for renovations to accommodate students with special needs .

Since 1982, Cavell House was the home of the Hospital Auxilliary thrift Shop , served as
sleeping quarters for on — call physicians and lab personnel, and physical therapy
Between 1982 and 1999 there was talk of demolishing the building but with the help of a
group of interested citizens the building was saved from the wrecking ball and was taken
over by a cancer treatment program and is now operated by New York Hematology
Oncology . A radiation unit was added to the back of the building and there have been
minor alterations to the interior.

This building as one can see has long served the City of Hudson , Counties of Columbia
— Greene , and the United States of America. . Several prominent citizens used this
building as a private home. For the past 87 years plus the building has, in one way or
another played a vital role within the healthcare delivery system of the surrounding area.

Therefore , without question, Cavell House meets criteria 1 and 2 of the Local Law of
Historic Preservation Commission of the City of Hudson and deserves to be nominated as
a historic landmark



Edith Cavell was arraigned, with thirty-five other persons, on the charge of
having facilitated the escape of enemy subjects from Belgium into neutral
territory. This was, naturally, an offence against German military law: but it
was not a capital offence. However, the prosecution further asserted, and was
prepared to prove, on Miss Cavell's own confession, that she had provided
English and French soldiers with funds and with guides to enable them to get
across the frontier and so back to their own countries - in order, presumably,
to fight once more against the Germans. It was also said that she herself had
admitted to having received letters from repatriated soldiers, thanking her for
enabling them to "fight another day”. If that were so, the German prosecutor
contended, she was clearly guilty of attempts to conduct soldiers back to the
enemy fronts; and for that, under the German military code, the penalty was
death.
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SAANA_ATe. sxamasen Iyax .,

16 Edith Cavell House, next door to Columbia Memorial
eing used as a home for convalescent soldiers and sail
ity Hospital, in 1918 by Dr. and Mrs. John Smock.

Hospital, was a residence for student nurses after first
ors. It was donated to the hospital, then called Hudson



CAVELL HOUSE

EAST ELEVATION
ORIGINAL MAIN HOUSE

NORTH ELEVATION

FRITTS MEMORIAL WING
1927
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SOUTH ELEVATION
WING ADDED 1932
RADIATION UNIT ADDED 1998
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K FITCH FOLGER
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Fredericlk Fitech Folger, (deceased), was born in Kortright,
Delaware County, N.Y., on December 24, 1812, son of Obad
Worth Folger and Mary Mavhew Fitch, his wife, Beth his
taternal and maternal American ancestors were of excellent
Inglish steck, and down through the several generations ko
the subject of this article Were substantial honorabie
PEODle. The Ffipst of the tamily to emigrate from England,
ir. 163 On his mother's side she was “escended from Rev.

L
1 3) s
‘ames Fiteh, who traced hig descent from John Fytche, of
Fvitche Castle, in the parisgh of Widdington, England. Hjis
mother was horn in Horten. Nova Scotia, January 22, 1784,
and was married to his father on December L3y 180T, EBha
died in Hudson, December 21 1884. About 1819 Ohed w.
Folger returned with his wife, four s50ns and three
daughters, frop Lelaware county to Hudson. Here the early
Lite of Frederick was SPent. He received his educatioen at
he old Hudson Academy, then 2 noted institution ot
SArniig . among his instructorsg being the late Amasa
Parker, After leaving school re EVinced = remarkable
predilection for business which was gratified by his
I BS, advancing all the

T1

"

fillang Several mercantila clerkshi
time in the duties and responsibilities intrusted to him.
Whi till a Young man, scarce twenty five Years of age,

! i
he was offereqd a position in 3 Mmercantile houyse in New
Orieans with liberal] ray and CPportunity for advancement .
The commercial Crisis of 1837, which, a year after his
ALYivai in New Orleans, Caused g Contraction in all
business enterprises compelled his employers to reduce
their foree i Il

but Mr, Folger, having Proved his

¢ Sa.ary. About this

- ; ilyzed nis efforts, but,
by the aid of a naturaily Strong constitution and gz
Lemperate life, he survived the dread disease. 1p 1842,
through a teorganization of the house with which he was
connected, an interest therein was offereg him; but his
n foresight legd him to decline the offer, whersupon g
) ition with 3 munificant salary was Created and
im, in order that the firm might retain his

Lns =

Howeve: Irects of the Fecent financig]
ere more than the house =aoulqg Cvercome, and in
went intg ligquidatiopn and all ite interests were
d by Mr Polger. Thus hs eéntered the fardware and
ndiery trade, taking as a Rartner hig brother,

stvle ar Frederiecl @ Folger & oo In 1853,

tired z satisractmry fortune he Feturned to

Urchased the ‘Bronson Place ™ which he namad

and sough+ the Te8t of retirement from active

staxll r-t31n1ng nowever K g iaggc interest in
‘Figans. The Civil War nzarly Wrediked the business of



forced to leave the
n put on the harness of

house and at its close he fe
et of hig Nertnern home and agai

v= businesz life 1n New Orleansz. In 1869 he finally

e the cares of businesss an eturned to Hudson. Mr.
by nature, was not a man who c<ould remain entirely

Wy (T

&

ve. He at once became interested in various public
s in Hudson, giving freely of his time, means and
i for the improvement and development of publiec
utions. He was the main mover in advancing the old
y
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to a high grade school; in improving and
ing the city cemetery to its present beautiful
ion; city water works system For twenty years he
divrector of thz Farmer's National Bank, and,
ining after insistent pressure the presidency, served
ice~president of that dnstituticn until the time of
s death. Mr. Folger was 23 Democrat in politics, but in
96 found himself not 1in accord with the element that,
g in the majority, he believed would disrupt the
rty, and therefore, came near to supporting the measures
the Republican party; his keen financial knowledge made
irm adherent to the gold standard, and when that
party made 1ts nomination for president and
t, he cast his influence and vote in its
ver held any political oFfice.
ed at Hudson. on March 1899. in his 87th
ed by his widow, three daughters and two sons.
r was Harriette 2.., voungest daughter of the
Elisha Camp. ot Sackets Harbor. Jefferson
New York.
iger was a member of Christ Episcopal Church in
3 Folger was asked by the Wardens and Vestrymen of
ist Church if he would be a Vestrymen of the Church.
a meeting of the Wardens and Vestry of Apr 12, 1877 a
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BUDSON GAZETTE, THURSDAY, JUNE 20, 1918

Smock property in this city given to the Hudson Hospital
for the use of Hospital Authorities in caring for
convalescing soldiers and sailors who are in the service
of the United States--after war can be used for purposes
ip cornection with hospital.

At a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Hudson City
Hospital held on June 15, announcement was made that Dr.
and Mrs. John C. Smock had given their place on Progpect
avenue to the hospital for the use of the hospital
authorities in caring for convalescing men from the United
States service, theuplacestosbesknewn asclibhertysHome, and

after the war to be devected to other hospital uses.

ast annual report of the hospital had a note

ring to the part which the hospital might take in
cariny for invaiid and wounded men in the government
service; and it was this note which arresfed the attention
of the donors and suggested the gift.

The large and well-built house is in perfect order and
capacious encugh to afford room for a goodly number of
convalescents; and the environments of flowers, shrubbery
and trees is well adapted to help in making a cheerful
home for those who may be placed here for the restoration
of health and strength, and the reinvigeration of soul and
body for further service in the cause of Liberty, or for
usefu activities in the homeland.

The Surgeon-General of the army nas ssen notified of the
hospitals willingness to devote this property to the uses
of wounded and convalescing scldiers and sailors, and the
offer has been placed on file with expressions of thanks
for the same, and there is no doubt that when the
hospitals near the New York port of debarkation are
filled, this property will be called upon. When that time
comes, the necessary war nursing aids will be called for
and trained and the property placed in readiness for

Serdice.



COLUMBIAR COUNTY AT THE END CF THE CENTURY

FEOFESSCOR JOHN CONOVER BMOCK

Frotezsor John Conover Smock of Hudson was born in
Holmdel, N.J., September 21, 1842, a son of Isaac G.., who
vEs a ﬁat*ve of Somerset County, N.J. The family settled
in Mon i 712, Prof Smock wag graduated from
utges has deveted his life to
ate of New fergey, nolding the
for the past ten years, from
& jslslauwt 1o onarge of the State
ar Pro ' Hall, being a resident of Hudson
from 1886 to 18%90. In 1890 he removed to New Jersey, and
in 1827 chose Hudson as his summer home., Prof. Smock is
t+he author of several works on the geclogy of New Jersey.



HUSON GAZETTE, MAY 18, 1922
MRS. J.C. SMOCK

Mrs. «J.C. Smock died Friday f#em at her home, she and her

nuspband had been occupying since last Dec., the former

Peyton F. Miller place on Allen St.

She was boyn in Brooklyn 74 years &go on Jdan 1, 1
being the adaughter of Abram J, Beekman and Catheri
Schoonmaker .

She became the wife of Mr. Smock in 1874 and the first

yvears after marrlage were spent i1n Trenteon. N.J.,. and then

resided in New Brunswick. From 1885 to 1890 Mr. Smock was
connected with the State Museum at Albany, and they lived
in Hudson at the Worth, Mr. Smock ccmmut1ng to Albany.

He was appointed State Geologist of N.J., and removed to

Trenton.

When he retﬂr@ﬂ from this position, thev passed four
sumners atn i 1. and then took up their home in

oL . buying the handsome place an Pruspect Avenue wnere
resided for 24 years. giving thsse fine pramises to

Hudson Hospital during the war, as the war closed socon

, the place was used for a nurses home, being named
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ey that Mr. & Mrs. Smock traveled for a time and they

ed at the Worth and more recently on Allen Street.

was a mlember of the Collegiate Church of St. Nicholas,
City, and among the benavolence in which she perhaps

showed tne most marked interest was that of the Mission to

‘abia of the Reformed Chlurch. She was a member of the

tnightly Club of this city.

is survived by her husband and

ocne of 3 sisters of which she
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saveral nephews. She
was the last.
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DEEDE FOR THE CAVELL HOUSE

Between Catharine Smock of Hudson, party of the first part
and The Hudson City Hospital for the lawful some of $1.00

Deed Book 104, page 138

Recorded May 1, 1887

Between Theodore Traver & Anna, his wife, parties of the
first part and Catharine Smock of the 2nd part.

Deed Book 89, page 315

Recorded Jan 2, 1891

George Canaway and Catharine, his wife, of Albany, parties
of the lst part and Theodore Traver of Hudson, party of
the 2nd part

515,000

Deed Book 89, page 245

Recorded Nov 26, 1890

Charles Frisbee and his wife Anna of Stuyvesant and George
Canaway of Albany

Book 74, pages 191

Recorded May 1, 1883

Frederick Folger and Harriet his wife of Hudson and
Charles Frisbee of Stuyvesant

517,560



