CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH
INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

TO: Michael Gates, City Attorney
FROM: Robin Estanislau, City CIer&()o\ﬁ
DATE: April 17, 2024

SUBJECT: CITY CLERK’S TRANSMITTAL OF NOTICE OF INTENTION TO
CIRCULATE PETITION AND REQUEST FOR BALLOT TITLE AND
SUMMARY FOR A PROPOSED MEASURE TO REPEAL
ORDINANCE NO. 4318 ADDING CHAPTER 2.66 TO THE
HUNTINGTON BEACH MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO THE
COMMUNITY-PARENT GUARDIAN REVIEW BOARD FOR REVIEW
OF PROCUREMENT OF CHILDREN’S LIBRARY MATERIAL

Pursuant to California Elections Code §9105, please return a ballot title and summary of
the attached proposed measure within fifteen (15) days (by Thursday, May 2, 2024), for
the City Clerk’s Office to provide to the proponents, Catherine Ryder, Bonnie
Gruttadauria and Lucinda Mroch.

Attachments:

1. Notice of Intention to Circulate Petition (signed by proponents Ryder, Gruttadauria
and Mroch)

2. Proposed Ballot Initiative (Uncodified Text of Proposed Ballot Initiative (HBMC
Chapter 2.66 of Title 2 stricken; proposed new Section 2.30.090 of Title 2)

3. Request That Ballot Title And Summary Be Prepared (signed by proponents Ryder,
Gruttadauria and Mroch)

4. Proponent Statement of Acknowledgment (duplicates signed by proponents Ryder,
Gruttadauria and Mroch)

o Honorable Mayor and City Council Members
Eric Parra, Interim City Manager
Executive Team
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NOTICE OF INTENTION TO CIRCULATE PETITION

Notice is hereby given by the persons whose names appear hereon of their intention to circulate
the petition within the City of Huntington Beach for the purpose of qualifying for the ballot an
initiative to repeal Ordinance 4318.

A statement of the reasons of the proposed action as contemplated in the petition is as
follows:

Parents should decide what their own children should read, not what my children should read.
We seek the repeal of this ordinance that creates a committee of twenty-one parents or
guardians reviewing all of the children’s books (Ages 0-17) in our library and all new materials
being acquired. The committee then makes a determination as to whether or not these materials
are allowed to be purchased and included in our libraries. This appears to us to be a book
banning committee and committees that ban books are un-American.The parents/guardians
appointed to this highly political committee are not required to have any training or expertise in
reviewing some 6200 books and ot}19r materials our libraries acquire annually. The ordinance
has been sloppily drafted and ce#ek )‘esult in destroying the Huntington Beach Public Library. It
is a disservice to the library’s mission that “welcomes, empowers and enriches our community
by providing innovative and traditional services that inspire and encourage transformation and
growth.” One member of this committee could stall the purchase of all materials entering the
children’s and young adult sections of our library for up to a year. The decisions of this board
would be final and unappealable even to the City Council. We believe that this is by design.This
ordinance is designed to destroy our beloved public library and we believe it should be
repealed.
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Catherine Ryder
19882 Felcliff Lane
Huntington Beach, CA 92649

Bonnie Gruttadauria
518 Alondra
Huntington Beach, CA 92646
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10282 Halawa Drive y ~
Huntington Beach, CA 92646
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PROPOSED BAL INITIATIVE
CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH

Text of the Proposed Ballot Initiative
Chapter 2.66 of Title 2 of the Huntington Beach Municipal Code is stricken. A new Chapter 2










A new Section 2.30.090 of Title 2 of the Huntington beach Municipal Code is added to read as
follows:

2.30.900. Selection and Use of Library Materials

Director and Library Services shall establish policies for the selection and use of library
materials, provided that such policies adopt the following requirements :

A. The Library serves as a center for voluntary inquiry and the dissemination of
information and ideas.

B. Library materials shall not be excluded from the library collection because of the
origin, background, or views of those contributing to the creation of the materials,
or because of the topic addressed by the materials or the views expressed in the
materials.

C. Library materials should be provided for the interest, information, and
enlightenment of all people, and should present diverse points of view in the
collection as a whole.

D. The public has the right to receive access to a range of social, political. aesthetic,
moral, and other ideas and experiences.

Proponents
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Catherine Ryder
19882 Felcliff Lane
Huntington Beach, CA 92646
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Bonnie Gruttadauria
518 Alondra
Huntington Beach, CA 92646
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REQUEST THAT BALLOT TITLE AND SUMMARY BE PREPARED

CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH
PROPOSED BALLOT INITIATIVE

DATED: April 17, 2024

TO ROBIN ESTANISLAU, HUNTINGTON BEACH CITY CLERK

The undersigned Proponents of a proposed ballot initiative to repeal City Ordinance 4318, a
copy of which has been filed with the City Clerk, and which is attached hereto, hereby request
that a ballot title and summary of the measure be prepared in accordance with Section 9203 of
the Elections Code.

Proponents

Catherine Ryder v

19882 Felcliff lane
Huntington Beach, CA 92646
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Bonnie Gruttadauria
518 Alondra
Huntington Beach, CA 92646
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Lucinda Mroch
10282 Halawa
Huntington Beach, CA 92646
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PROPONENT STATEMENT OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH
PROPOSED BALLOT INITIATIVE

|, Catherine Ryder, acknowledge that it is a misdemeanor under State Law (Section
18650 of the California Elections Code) to knowingly or willfully allow the signatures on an
initiative petition to be used for any purpose other than qualification of the proposed measure for
the ballot.

| certify that | will not knowingly or willfully allow the signatures for this initiative to be
used for any purpose other than qualification of the measure for the ballot.

Coung TZJA/

(PROPONENT)
Dated this 17th day of April, 2024




o T STATEMENT OF AC LEDGEMENT
CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH
PROPOSED BALLOT INITIATIVE

I, Bonnie Gruttadauria, acknowledge that it is a misdemeanor under State Law (Section
18650 of the California Elections Code) to knowingly or willfully allow the signatures on an
initiative petition to be used for any purpose other than qualification of the proposed measure for
the ballot.

| certify that | will not knowingly or willfully allow the signatures for this initiative to be
used for any purpose other than qualification of the measure for the ballot.

DBricr Mot asao

(PROPONENT)
Dated this 17th day of April, 2024
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oP ATEME FA OWLEDGEMENT
CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH
PROPOSED BALLOT INITIATIVE

I, Lucinda Mroch, acknowledge that it is a misdemeanor under State Law (Section 18650
of the California Elections Code) to knowingly or willfully allow the signatures on an initiative
petition to be used for any purpose other than qualification of the proposed measure for the
ballot.

| certify that | will not knowingly or willfully allow the signatures for this initiative to be
used for any purpose other than qualification of the measure for the ballot.

Vo0

(PROPONENT)
Dated this 17th day of April, 2024




] CIRC T

Notice is hereby given by the persons whose names appear hereon of their intention to circulate
the petition within the City of Huntington Beach for the purpose of qualifying for the ballot an
initiative to repeal Ordinance 4318.

A statement of the reasons of the proposed action as contemplated in the petition is as
follows:

Parents should decide what their own children should read, not what my children should read.
We seek the repeal of this ordinance that creates a committee of twenty-one parents or
guardians reviewing all of the children’s books (Ages 0-17) in our library and all new materials
being acquired. The committee then makes a determination as to whether or not these materials
are allowed to be purchased and included in our libraries. This appears to us to be a book
banning committee and committees that ban books are un-American.The parents/guardians
appointed to this highly political committee are not required to have any training or expertise in
~ reviewing some 6200 books agﬂ materials our libraries acquire annually. The ordinance
has been sloppily drafted and ce#d— esult in destroying the Huntington Beach Public Library. It
is a disservice to the library’s mission that “welcomes, empowers and enriches our community
by providing innovative and traditional services that inspire and encourage transformation and
growth.” One member of this committee could stall the purchase of all materials entering the
children’s and young adult sections of our library for up to a year. The decisions of this board
would be final and unappealable even to the City Council. We believe that this is by design.This

ordinance is designed to destroy our belovedm and we believe it should be
repealed.
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19882 Felcliff Lane
Huntington Beach, CA 92649
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Lucnnda Mroch
10282 Halawa Drive
Huntington Beach, CA 92646
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