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Mayor Pro-Tem So much, so close, Councilmember

Josh M. FultzCouncilmember
NOTICE OF MEETING OF THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE

CITY OF NAVASOTA, TEXAS
JANUARY 22, 2024

Notice is hereby given that a Special Meeting of the governing body of the City of
Navasota will be held on the 22nd of January, 2024 at 4:30 PM at the City Hall in the
City Council Chambers, Room No. 161, located at 200 E. McAlpine Street, Navasota,
Texas 77868, at which time the following subjects will be considered, to wit:

To watch the City Council meeting live please visit the City of Navasota's Youtube
here: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCItnx7BQtOTCIYJRiZ14g5w

1 Call to Order.

2 Workshop to discuss the City of Navasota Home Rule Charter amendments as
proposed by the Charter Review Committee. [Jason Weeks, City Manager]

3 Adjourn.
DATED THIS THE 18TH OF JANUARY, 2024

/IW/

BY: JASON WEEKS, CITY MANAGER

I, the undersigned authority, do hereby certify that the above notice of
meeting of the governing body of the CITY OF NAVASOTA, is a true and
correct copy of said notice and that I posted a true and correct copy of said
notice in the glass bulletin board, in the foyer, on the south side of the
Municipal Building as well as in the bulletin board on the north side of the
Municipal Building of the City of Navasota, Texas, a place convenient and
readily accessible to the general public at all times, and said notice was
posted on the 18th of January, 2024 at 01:07 PM and will remain posted
continuously for at least 72 hours preceding the scheduled time of said
meeting. Agendas may be viewed at www.navasotatx.gov.

The City Council reserves the right to convene in Executive Session at any
time deemed necessary for the consideration of confidential matters under
the Texas Government Code, Sections 551.071-551.089.

DATED THIS THE 18TH OF JANUARY, 2024

/SMH/

BY: SUSIE M. HOMEYER, CITY SECRETARY



THIS FACILITY IS WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE AND ACCESSIBLE PARKING
SPACES ARE AVAILABLE. REQUESTS FOR ACCOMMODATIONS OR
INTERPRETIVE SERVICES MUST BE MADE 48 HOURS PRIOR TO THIS
MEETING. PLEASE CONTACT THE CITY SECRETARY'S OFFICE AT(936) 825-
6475 OR (936) 825-6408 OR BY FAX AT (936) 825-2403.



NAVASOTA!

So much, so close.

REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP AGENDA ITEM #2

Agenda Date Requested: January 22, 2024 Appropriation
Requested By: Jason Weeks, City Manager Source of Funds: N/A
Department: Administration Account Number: N/A

@ Report (" Resolution (" Ordinance Amount Budgeted:  N/A

Amount Requested: N/A

Exhibits: Charter Revisions Redline & Summary

Budgeted Item: " Yes 1® No

AGENDA ITEM #2

Workshop to discuss the City of Navasota Home Rule Charter amendments as
proposed by the Charter Review Committee.

SUMMARY & RECOMMENDATION

Last September and October, the City Council agreed to appoint five (5) residents to
the Charger Review Committee for a Charter Election next May 2024 during the normal
elections. The Council appointed the following to serve on the committee: Deborah
Richardson, Mac Vaughn, Ashley Falco VerSchurr, Dia Copeland, and Brenda
Williams. The Charter Review Committee met weekly on Wednesdays from October
25" through December 13t

Legal Counsel has been working on the revisions to the City Charter that will be
considered at the May 4, 2024, City General Election. As a reminder, the last Home
Rule Charter update was in 2007.

At this meeting, the Charter Review Committee and Legal Counsel will provide City
Council will their proposed changes that can be considered. These are
recommendations from the Charter Review Committee and the City Council could make
further changes or not accept the changes being proposed. The City Council will need
to provide staff with directions on what to bring forward as an action item at a future
City Council meeting to place these amendments on the May 4, 2024, election ballot.




ACTION REQUIRED BY CITY COUNCIL

Engage in discussions with the Charter Review Committee as it relates to their
recommended Home Rule Charter amendments for the City of Navasota for a
Charter election in May 2024.

Approved for the City Council meeting agenda.

CQaaon Weeka 1/18/24

Jason é(Weeks, City Manager Date



Summary of Proposed Amendments

to the Navasota City Charter

Throughout Charter — revisions to multiple provisions of the City Charter by: (1)
updating and correcting references to current laws; (2) deleting any provisions of the
Charter that are inconsistent or preempted with current laws; and (3) deleting any
references to obsolete laws.

Throughout Charter — revisions to numerous provisions of the Navasota City Charter
by (1) making corrections to grammar, spelling and punctuation errors in various
Articles; (2) deleting obsolete sections of the Charter and renumbering the sections due
to deletion of reserved sections and other sections deleted as a result of the approval of
other propositions on the ballot; and (3) updating the vocabulary in various Articles in
order to use modern terminology, titles, and labels.

Article I. Corporate Name

No significant revisions recommended.

Article Il. Municipal Boundaries

Sec. 2. Extension of Boundaries — revised to conform this Section to current
state law; annexation powers of Texas cities have been significantly curtailed by the
Texas Legislature during recent legislative sessions; Texas home-rule cities no longer
are able to unilaterally annex territory into the city boundaries

Sec. 3. Platting property — this Section is recommended for deletion due to
platting authority being addressed in state law

Article lll. Corporate Powers

Sec. 8. Liability for damages —Section 8(a) and (b) are recommended for
deletion because they are inconsistent with current law. In City of Corsicana v. Wren the
Court stated “even a home rule city cannot, by charter or ordinance, which is in effect
the same as an act of the legislature, exempt itself from liability for causes of action that
‘are well established and well defined in the common law’, for example, those arising
from the construction and maintenance of streets.” See also Lebohm v. City of
Galveston, the court held that this type charter provision is in violation of the Texas
Constitution “open courts provision” - Tex. Const. art. 1, § 13.



Sec. 12. Zoning - The portion of Section 12 addressing the Planning and Zoning
Commission is recommended for deletion due to the City of Navasota Code of
Ordinances, Chapter 1, Division 2 provisions creating the Planning and Zoning
Commission and setting out the qualifications for appointment to the P&Z Commission.
This would also allow the City Council to amend the Code of Ordinance regarding the
Planning and Zoning Commission without amending the Charter.

Article IV. City Council

Sec. 2. Elective officers — revision to clarify that the members of the city council
serve without compensation

Sec. 3. Conduct of elections; election laws control - recommended addition of a
provision requiring a filing fee of $100 to be a candidate for city council; the proposed
amendment also includes a process for submitting a petition with a sufficient number of
signatures as an alternative to paying a filing fee.

Sec. 5. Majority vote required - if the term of office for councilmembers is more than
2 years, then a councilmember is required to be elected by a majority vote, instead of a
plurality of the vote.

Sec. 5A. Runoff elections — when a city councilmember is required to be elected by
a majority vote, if there are multiple candidates for a city council position there is the
possibility that a runoff election will be necessary to determine the successful candidate
elected to office; this section also addresses how tie votes are resolved.

Sec. 7. Time of election and staggered terms — the recommended revisions
correct the reference to the date of the general election of city councilmembers to the
first Saturday each May.

Additionally, the recommended revisions provide the timeline for the transition to 3 year
terms of office for city councilmembers.

Sec. 8. Regular term of office — changes the city council term of office from 2 years
to 3 years.

Sec. 11. Removal — the revisions clarify the city council’s authority to remove another
councilmember in accordance with article 1V, Section 23.

Sec.12. Vacancy - if a city council have 3 or 4 year terms of office, vacancies must
be filled by special election, unless the vacancy occurs when there is less than 12
months left in the term of the vacated position and in such the vacancy may be filled by
appointment by the city council; this provision also creates a requirement for public
notice of a vacancy and the opportunity for qualified persons to submit application
requesting to be appointed to the vacancy.



Sec. 23. Council to be judge of election and qualification of its members — the
proposed revisions clarify the appointment and removal authority of the city council.

Sec. 27. Ordinances and resolutions, enactment of — the proposed revisions
would require only one reading of an ordinance for the city council to enact the
ordinance.

Sec. 28. Emergency measures; defined — recommending deletion because this
section is not necessary if ordinances can be enacted upon one reading.

Sec. 31. Ordinances and resolutions, admissibility as evidence — this Section is
recommended for deletion because the rules of evidence are determined by state law
and the trial judge determines the admissibility of evidence.

Sec. 34. Compensation of appointive officers — clarifies that the city council
determines the compensation of appointed officers (municipal judge, city attorney, etc.)
and not employees of the city, whose compensation is determined by the city manager.

Sec. 35. Payment of claims — tis Section is recommended for deletion because it
is unnecessary due to internal administrative processes, and payment approval
authority possessed by the city manager and city council.

Article V. City Manager

Sec. 1. Qualification, term, removal, compensation, absence or inability to
perform duties — revisions require 4 city councilmembers to remove the city manager,
rather than a majority; requires the city manager to establish residency within the
Navasota city limits within a reasonably prompt period of time as determined by the city
council.

Sec. 2. Powers and duties — clarifies that the city manager may appoint one or more
assistant city managers; specifies that the city manager determines the compensation
of city employees; and provides that the city manager recommends to the city council
the compensation for appointed officers, and the city council determines the
compensation of appointed officers.

Article VI. Taxation

Sec. 2. Powers of council generally — clarifies that the city council when
establishing a policy for partial payment of delinquent taxes, the policy is subject to state
law providing for partial payments.

Sec.3. Compliance with tax code — deletes the reference to the city tax office,
which does not exist.



Article VII. Municipal Court, City Attorney and Other Legal Counsel

Sec. 2. Judge - the current Charter wording requires the municipal court judge to be
a resident of the City of Navasota; the charter review committee raised the question of
whether the city council would like to revise the city residency requirement and allow
citizens of Grimes County to serve in this position; another option would be to delete the
residency requirement in its entirety.

Sec.10. Complaint, how commenced and concluded — the proposed revisions
delete the latter portion of this Section referencing the county’s attorney’s prosecution of
cases in municipal court (which is somewhat common in other counties) because Texas
Government Code, Section 45.193(d) states:

The county attorney has no power, duty, or privilege in Grimes County relating to
criminal matters, including asset forfeitures under Chapter 59, Code of Criminal
Procedure, appearance bond forfeitures under Chapter 17, Code of Criminal
Procedure, and habeas corpus related to criminal matters.

Also, no reference to the district attorney is necessary because Texas Government
Code, Section 43.183(b) states:

The district attorney shall attend each term and session of the district courts and
all other courts, except municipal courts, in Grimes County and, unless otherwise
provided by law, shall exclusively represent the state in all criminal matters in
those courts.

Article VIII. City Finances

Sec. 2. Budget - the revisions require that the proposed budget shall also be posted
on the city’s website prior to the meeting(s) at which it will be discussed by the
councilmembers.

Sec. 4. Financial Records — the revisions state that the financial accounts of the city
are maintained in compliance with generally accepted accounting principles and the
standards adopted by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board applicable to
cities.

Sec. 5. Monthly reports — deletes the provision related to the publication of the city
manager’s monthly report of receipts and disbursements in a newspaper.

Sec. 7. Temporary borrowing — the revisions delete the authority for temporary
borrowing using “deficiency warrants” which is an outdated term, and does not appear
to be a type of debt instrument available to Texas cities, although the term is used with
regard to the Texas Comptroller’s office concerning payment of a claim for which there
is not sufficient appropriation by the Texas Legislature.



Also, the authority set out in this section of the Charter is not necessary because
borrowing that is to be paid back within the same fiscal year is not considered “debt,”
and the city may borrow money from a bank or other financial institution without issuing
a bond, certificate of obligation or other debt instrument if payment will be made in the
current fiscal year.

Article IX. Franchises and Public Utilities

Sec. 3. Franchise ordinances — the charter review committee recommends
reducing the number of times a franchise ordinance is required to be read before final
passage from 3 time to 2 times.

Article X. Bonds and Warrants

Sec. 4. Investment of sinking funds — the revisions authorize the money in interest
and sinking funds to the invested in compliance with applicable law and the city’s
investment policy; the current Charter provision unnecessarily restricts the investment of
the funds to bonds of the U.S. Government or agencies of the U.S. Government.

Sec. 11. Diversion of funds prohibited — the revisions delete the provisions of this
Section attempting to set the punishment for a violation as a felony; the Charter may not
(nor may any city ordinance) establish felony punishments.

Article XIl. Elections

Sec. 1. Time of holding
and

Sec. 2. Election laws control — the Sections are recommend for deletion because
these matters are already addressed in article IV of the Charter.

Article XIl. Amendments and Saving Clauses

Sec. 3. Continuance of present officers
and

Sec. 4. Continuance of contracts and vested rights — these Sections are
recommend for deletion as obsolete.

Sec. 5. Continuation of powers; conflict of laws; severability; repealer — the
revisions in this Section delete verbiage in this Section: 1) attempting to incorporate



prior Charter provisions that were deleted, etc.; and 2) referencing the general laws
when not necessary due to the provisions of article Ill, section 1 of this Charter
describing the general powers of the city.



HOME RULE
CHARTER

CHARTER*

ARTICLE [. CORPORATE NAME

Sec. 1. Corporate Name.

All of the inhabitants of the City of Navasota, in Grimes County, Texas as the boundaries and
limits of saidlhe city are herein established, or as hereafter established in the manner provided by
this Charter, shall be a body politic, incorporated under, and to be known by the name and style of
the “City of Navasota” with such powers, rights and duties as are herein provided.

ARTICLE 11, MUNICIPAL BOUNDARIES

Sec. 1. Boundaries.

The boundaries of the City of Navasota shall be the same as have been heretofore established and
now exists, and as may hereafter be amended, and the existing boundaries of saidthe City of
Navasota are established as those shown on the official map of the City of Navasota maintained in
the office of the city secretary of the City of Navasota, in the city hall building of Navasota,
Grimes County, Texas. The City may cause the boundaries of the City of Navasota to be marked
by appropriate monuments or markers.

.--'""-FF

C d [CB1]; Changes to this Section 2 are required

by changes in state law
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he council shall have power by ordinance to fixgstablish the boundary
limits of the City of Navasota; and to provide for the alteration and extension of said boundary limits
and the annexanon of addmonal temtory lymg ad_]acent to the c1ty and the disannexation of territory
from the city;with-¢ 5 A od. The authority

and procedures regardmg the adopnon of any such ordmance by the councll shall be governed by
the-prosedures-astablished-ia-the applicable provisions of the state statutes governing the annexation
and disannexation of territory; and upon the final passage of any such ordinance, the boundary limits
of the city shall thereafter be fixedestablished in such ordinance; and when any additional territory
has been so annexed, same shall be a part of the City of Navasota, and the property situated therein
shall bear its prorated part of the taxes levied by the city, and the inhabitants thereof shall be entitled
to all the rights and prwlleges of‘ all the cmzens and shall be bound by the acts, ordmances,

State law references—Plat required for division of tract, V.T.C A, Local Government Code, sec 212.004; recording of plats,
V.T.CA , Property Code, sec 12002

ARTICLE II1. CORPORATE POWERS

bec. 1.
(a)

shall have perpetual succession; may use a common seal; may sue and be sued;; may contract and

General.l_

The City of Navasota, made a body politic and corporate by the legal adoption of this Charter,

be contracted with; may implead and be impleaded in all courts and places and in all matters
whatever; may take, hold and purchase such lands within and without the city limits as may be
needed for corporate or governmental purposes of saidthe city, and may sell any real estate or
personal property owned by it;; may perform and render all public services;; and-when deemed
expedient may condemn property for corporate or gevernmental use, and may hold, manage and
control the same; and shall be subject to all the duties and obligations now pertaining to cr incumbent
upon saidthe city as a municipal corporation not in conflict with the provisions of this Charter, and

2
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Commented [CB2]: Additional revisions were made o this |
section to darlfy the authority of the City to disannex
territory. Even though there have been many amendments
1o state law regarding annexation, state law still aflows the
i | Clty 4o disanpex territory In accordance with the provisions
l of the Charter.

Commented [CB3]: 1) Redundant; and 2) because this
Section 2 Is belng revised to follow state law regarding
annexation, there won’t be any conflicts between the
Charter and state law, s0 no need to state which would
control in the case of any conflict

- {Commnlld [CB4]: State law provides platting and

| subdlvision regulatory authority to the City

Commented [CB5]: | am stil evaluating this Section for
possible streamlining.

The potential impact of the state pre-emption legislation and

worded general powers In the Charter.

Commented [CBSRS]: Upon further review and
luation, my ¢ would be to leave this

o

the assoclated fitigation argues for leaving the broadty
| broadly worded general powers verbiage [n the Charter. J




shall enjoy all rights, immunities, privileges, and franchises now possessed by saidthe city and herein
conferred and granted, and except as prohibited by the constitution of the State of Texas, or restricted
by the Charter, the City of Navasota shall have and may exercise all municipal powers, functions,
rights, privileges and immunities of every name and nature whatsoever. In addition to the powers
herein otherwise granted, the city shall have all powers enumerated in all applicable state statutes as
heretofore amended, as though such statute were set forth in full herein; or as hereinafier amended.

(b) The enumeration of particular powers by this Charter shall not be held or deemed to be
exclusive, unless expressly restricted herein, and in addition to the powers enumerated herein or
implied hereby, or appropriate to the exercise of such powers, it is intended that the City of Navasota
shall have and may exercise all powers which under the constitution and statutes of the State of
Texas it would be competent for this Charter specifically to enumerate. Included, but not limited by,
the enumeration herein contained ferelare all powers heretofore or hereafter delegated by the
constitution and statutes of the State of Texas to municipal corporations and all powers of the city,
whether express or implied, shall be exercised in the manner prescribed by this Charter, but if not
prescribed herein, then in the manner provided by the ordinance or resolution of the council.

Sec.2. Powers of ordinances.

The city shall have the power to enact and enforce all ordinances necessary to protect health, life
and property, and to prevent and summarily abate and remove all nuisances and preserve and
enforce good government, and order and security of the city and its inhabitants; and to enact and
enforce crdinances on any and all subjects; provided that no ordinances shall be enacted
inconsistent with the provisions of this Charter, or general laws or constitution of the State of
Texas; it being the intention to obtain, by the adoption of this Charter, full power of local self-
government, and the City shall have and exercise all the powers of local self—government granted
to cities having more than five thousand (5,000) inhabitants by what is known as the Home Rule
Amendment to the Constitution of the State of Texas, and to the Home Rule Enabling Act passed
by the Legislature of Texas, and now known as Chapter 9 of the Texas Local Government Code.

State law references-Ordinance, rule or regulation necessary to carry out other powers, V T.C A | Local Govemnment Code, sec
51.001, enforcement of municipal ordmances, V.T C.A_, Local Government Code, ch 54

Sec.3. Style of ordinances,
The style of all ordinances of the city shall be:
“Be it ordained by the Council of the City of Navasota,”

but the same shall be omitted when the ordinances of the city are codified and published in book or
pamphlet form by the city or under the authority of its governing body.

Sec.4. Real estate, etc., owned by the city.



All real estate owned in fee simple title, or held by lease, sufferance, easement or otherwise; all
public buildings, fire stations, parks, streets, alleys, and all property, whether real or personal, or
whatever kind, character or description now owned or controlled by the city shall vest in, inure to,
remain and be the property of saidthe city under this Charter; and all causes of action, rights or
privileges of every kind and character and all property of whatsoever character or description
which may have been held, and is now held, controlled or used by saidthe city for public uses or in
trust for the public, shall vest in and remain and inure to the city under this Charter and all suits
and pending actions to which the city heretofore was or now is a part, plaintiff or defendant, shall
ir-re-wisenol be affected or terminated by the adoption of this Charter, but shall continue
unabated.

Sec. §.  Acquisition of property.

The city shall have the power and authority to acquire by purchase, gift, devise, deed,
condemnation or otherwise any character asaf property, within or withestoutside its municipal
boundaries, including any charitable or trust funds, or trust property.

State law reference—Authority relating to property, V. T.C A, Local Government Code, sec. 51 076

Sec. 6. Public property exempt from execution.

No public property, or any other character or property, owned or held by the city, shatl be subject
to any execution of any kind or nature.

State law reference-Authority relating 1o property, V T.C A | Local Govemmenl Code, sec. 51.076

Sec. 7. City funds not subject to garnishment.

No funds of the city shall be subject to garnishment and the city shall never be required to answer
in any gamishment proceedings.

State law reference—Authority to provide that municipal funds not subject to garnishment, V. T.C A, Local Govemnment Code, sec
101023

Sec. 8. Liability for damages.




MMWMWW&W )
MMH&E si-to-the- oib_(-i ] Commented [CB7]: Upon further review of the Texas
court cases applicable to these types of provisions, Section

Before the city shall be liable for damages for personal injuries of any kind, or for injuries to B 3 (P} shoul be deictud i ot allower] by s1ata e

For example, in City of Corsicana v. Wren the Court stated
“even a home rule city cannot, by charter or ordinance,

ai)
or destruction or damage to property of any kind, the person injured or the owner of the property so Lofen s homa it
o - . : : - : ! s In same as an act of the legislature,
mJ‘ur‘ed., damaged or destroyed,_ must give “.rnlten nlotl_ce to the mayor and Founcll of saidthe city of P e ratisel 1o by o ST Sr R lon faT s esi 11
said injury, damage or destruction, duly verified, within one hundred and eighty (180) days after the | established and well defined in the common law", for
H 5 5 H 1 H =xampte, those arising from the construction and
same ha§ been sustained, stating in such written notice when, where and how tt}e injury, damage or s o ot Tam S L s
destruction occurred, the apparent extent thereof, the amount of damages sustained, the amount for | Galveston, violation of Texas Constitution apen courts
which the claimant will settle, the street and residence number of the claimant at the time and date | provislon, Tex. Const. art. 1, § 13. |
such claim was far-swas-presented, and-the actual residence of such claimant for the six (6) months
immediately preceding the occurrence of such injuries, damage or destruction, and the names and
addresses of the witnesses upon whom the claimant relies to establish this claim, and a failure to so
notify the mayor and council within the time and the manner provided herein shall exonerate, excuse
and exempt the city from any liability whatsoever. This netice shall be filed with the city manager
of seidthe city and the filing therewith shall constitute such notice.
State law references-Texas Tort Claims Act, V.T.C A, Civil Practice and Remedies Code, chi 101; nolice of procedures, V T.C A
Civil Practice and Remedies Code, sec 101 101
Sec.9. City not required to give bond.
it shall not be necessary in any suit or proceeding in which the city is a party, for any bond,
undertaking or other security to be demanded or executed by or on behalf of the city in any of the
state courts, but all such actions, suits, appeals or proceedings shall be conducted in the same
manner as if such bond had been given and the city shall be liable as if the security or bond had
been duly executed.
State law reference-Cilies exempt from security for court costs, V. T .C A, Civil Practice and Remedies Code, sec 6.002
S e =
Sec. 10. Right to eminent domain. { mmdllf::cl‘: tn Tom theb:: l;no need to |
| e on use [t au as, but does not require,
) . . i . . || the City 1o construct and reconstruct sidewalks, This Section
The city shall have the right of eminent domain for public purposes whenever the geverning | | 115 nat in confiict with the City’s side walk maintenance
autheritycouncil shall deem it necessary, as granted under the constitution and statutes of the State [ | crdinance, which states:
£ d all th dments thereto. Th ise of th f eminent domain shall b | | ey ek My,
of Texas and all the amendments thereto. he exercise of the power of eminent domain shall be || ) peivate property owners are responsiiefor al
controlied by the procedure under the constitution and statutes of the State of Texas and all the | [ tedand el p of sidewalks and pedestrian rights-
-way located on their property. Malnmnance and upkeep
amendments thereto. l'l Inciudes, but Is not limited t: mowing, edging, clearing of
! debris, and keeping the sldewalk or pedestrian right-of-way
State law references-Eminent domain, V T.C A, Property Code, ch 21, municipal right of eminent domain, V.T C.A_, Local I|I free of all nulsances as defined by state law or the city’s
Government Code, ch 251 f Code of Ordinances.
II {b) The clty will repalr or replace deteriorated or damaged
Bec 11 Street improvementsL | sidewalks when funds become avallable.”
& . Also Section 302.3 of tha Internationz! Property
(a) The city shall have the power to improve any strect or highway within its limits by filling, Malntenance Code adopted by the Clty states “Sidewalks,
. A . . h . by th B walkways, stalrs, driveways, parking spaces and similar areas
grading, raising, paving or repaving the same in a permanent manner, or by the construction or shall byt U FeopeT et TPl T e aialiad fre
| from hazardous condltions.®
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reconstruction of sidewalks, curbs and gutters or necessary appurtenances thereto, including sewer
and drains. In the event there shall be a conflict between the method of improving the streets and
other public areas, as provided for by the statutes of the State of Texas as amended, and in the
provisions of this Charter, the council may elect to follow either the provisions of this Charter or the
provisions of said statutes.

(b)  All contracts, assessments and other proceedings heretofore taken under previously existing
Charter powers of the city shall continue in full force and effect, and the rights of all parties in
connection with the collection of street improvements, assessments or liens on property previously
made are-tashall not be in-ne-wise-affected or damaged.

State law references—Authority of municipality over and under pubhic ighways, streets and alleys, V. T C A, Transportation Code,
sec 311.001, franchise to use streets in municipality, V. T.C.A , Transportation Code, sec. 311 071 ¢t seq., municipal home-rule
powers to regulate public utilities and franchises using streets, ete, V.A.C.S_ ant 1175

Sec. 12, Zoning.

The council shall have full power and authority to zone the city and pass any necessary
ordinances, rules, regulations, or restrictions under the authority of Chapter 211, Texas Laocal
Government Code, and all the amendments thereto.

State law reference-Municipal zoning authority, V T.C A | Local Government Code, ch 211

Sec. 13.  Power to comprise and settle claims and lawsuits.

The council shall have the power and authority to compromise and settle any and ali claims and
lawsuits of every kind and character, in favor of or against the said city, including suits by saidthe
city to recover delinquent taxes.

State law reference-Authority relating to lawsuits, V.T.C.A | Local Govemment Code, sec. 51.075.

Sec. 14.  Underground construction.

The council may require the placing of all wires or overhead consiruction of public utilities, or
such part thereof as may be deemed best, from time to time, under the surface of the ground, under
such regulations as may be prescribed by the council from time to time; and may provide for such
construction and change thereof in any franchise hereafter granted.-

bec. 15. Fires]
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i Commented [C810]: There Is no need to revise this

Commented [CBI]: The Charter Review Commitiee
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to the Code of Ordinances, Chapter 1, Division 2 creating the
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qualifications for appolntment to the PEZ Commission.
However, the Charter Review Committee desires to leave |
the rematnder of this Section 12 intact due to possible
| Impact of the state pre-emption legislation.

Section 15 due to state law. This Section falls within an
exception to the 2019 legislation limiting a city’s authority to
regulate building materlals and construction methods. The
fire Hmits In the City of Navasota were deslgnated by
ordinance adopted by the Clty Councli at least by 1978 and
likely long before then. The 2019 legislation does not apply |
to “a building located In a place or area designated for its
Wstorical, cultural, or architectural importance and
significance by a governmentz| entity, if designated before
| Apil 1, 2019."




The council shall have power by ordinance or otherwise to provide means for protection against
conflagrations and for the establishment, maintenance, support and regulation of a fire department
and for the guarding against fires. It may prescribe fire limits, stipulate and provide for minimum
requirements for construction of buildings within such fire limits, regulate or prohibit the erection,
building, replacing or repairing of wooden buildings within such limits; and may prescribe that the
buildings within such fire limits be made or constructed of fire resisting material; and may prohibit
the repairing of wooden buildings within such limits when the same have been damaged to within
fifty (50) per cent of the value thereof; and may declare all dilapidated buildings to be nuisances
and direct the same to be repaired, removed or abated in such manner as the council may
prescribe; and may further prescribe limits within which only fireproof roofing may be used, it
may also by ordinance regulate, prescribe, govern or forbid the storage of lumber, building
materials of any kind, or inflammable or explosive goods, wares and merchandise or any kind and
every kind, within certain limits, and prescribe limits within which such materials may be stored,
housed or carried.

ARTICLE IV. CITY COUNCIL
Sec.1. Governing body.

The governing and lawmaking body of the city council shall consist of five (5) council members,
one of whom shall be the mayor, and said body shall be known as the “city council”

State law references-Form of government, V.T.C.A., Local Government Code, sec 26,021, references to municipal governing body
and to membiers of municipal goveming body, V. T.C.A., Local Govemment Code, sec. 21 002

Sec. 2. Elective officers.

The members of the council as provided for in this Charter shall be the only elective officers of the i
city; and they shall be elected and hold office and-be pempensated as herein provided. All council | Commented [CB11J: This phrase should be deteted J
f

members shall be elected from the city at large; and shall elect one of their members to act as because Art. IV, Section 15 below states that the members o
- ) = . .. the city councll serve without compensation.
mayor. All individuals seeking election to serve as council member must indicate the place —_———

number they desire to run for on the prescribed candidate application.

i ui- Sec. 3. Conduct of elections; election laws control.

The provisions of the general election laws of the State of Texas shall apply to elections held
under this Charter. All elections provided for by the Charter shall be conducted by the election
authorities established by law. Candidates shall run for office without party designation and in
compliance with filing procedures prescribed by the general election laws of the State of Texas.

|Any persons having the qualifications required for candidates for city council shall file for office
in accordance with the general election laws of the State of Texas. Each candidate's application for

a place on the ballot must be accompanied by a nonrefundable filing fee of one hundred and
no/100 dollars ($100.00 able to the City of Navasota and submitied to the city sec to be
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gpp_l;gd_tmﬂs_mg_uned bv the city in conductmn its elecuonS' or. in ]l nt of
: g ; e Cil

h such tmntdeermmel i h" f the signal resonth

iinlf ition is found to not be valid i T 1 rmining sucl

invalidi mptly deliver to the person who ﬁled the non astatemen cem in and hstm

1 Commented [CB12]: The Committee requtsted the
addltion of a provision requiring a filing fee of 510010 be a
. . e candidate, Including a process for submitting a petition with
All electl.ons shall be conducted and the result canvassed agd announced by‘the election authorities it num.,,f,f';,mm, —=ra ,,u':,ﬂp;ﬂ (BT
as prescribed by the general laws of the State of Texas, which shall control in all municipal a ﬂlig f:dme required number of petition signatures is

. N n H ' establis| state law, belng the greater of 25 or one-haif
elections of the City of Navasota, except as otherwise provided herein. e S ol T T T st I R T Tl
mayoral election, Navasota does not have a mayoral |
) & Sec. 4. Official ballot election, so the number of required signatures for a petition |

. * for a place on the ballot Is 25.

i

The full name of each candidate for council as herein provided, except if such candidate has
withdrawn, dies or become ineligible, shall be printed on the official ballot without party
designations. If two (2) or more persons with the same surnames, or with names so similar as to
likely cause confusion, are candidates for city council, their names shall be placed on the ballot in
accordance with the general election laws of the State of Texas. All names of candidates shall be
placed on the official ballot and shalt be arranged in accordance with a ballot drawing which will
be held as prescribed by general election laws of the State of Texas.

State law reference—Ballot form, content and preparation, V.T.C.A , Election Code, ch 52

@ & Sec.5.  PluralinyMajority vote required __—{ Commented (CB13]: f the term of ofice for

councilmembers is more than 2 years, then a

councilmember Is required to be elected by a majority vote,
Each candidate for the office of council member who receives the-targest-rumbesa majority of all instead of a glurality of the vote.

votes cast for the office that person seeks in such election shall be declared elected to the council
place for which the person was a candidate.

State law reference-Elechon by plurality, ¥ T.C A, Election Code, sec. 2 001 et seq

Qs Sec. SA. TiewvoteRunoff elections.

Lﬁ Hn lhe mm%mmm&mwmm ﬁﬂhwmg ﬂ'lﬂi'l'ﬂ-E'F Twe{E}




m!_wff electlg_n the two (2) candldates that recewed the highest nber of votes cast fgr suc
pﬂcular office in the first glggtgn, at which no gng was elected o sugh gfﬁgg by receiving a

election, an automatlc recount shall be conducted in aocordance wnh the general electmn laws of

e State of Texas. [fthe n not resolv: he tied candidates shal lots to
determine which two (2) are to be the runoff gandigmgg,
{c} If in the first election two (2) or more candidates tie for the second highest number of votes in
the election, an automatic recount shall be conducted in accordance with the general election laws
of the State of Texas. If the recount does not resolve the tie, the tied candidates shall cast lots to

determine which one is to be the second candidate in the runoff election.
mmummmmmm f for the parti in the runoff

e L 1all & : : ( candiﬂﬂg i§

guallf ied lf the n.gt__l,i_m_:-,nes in a runoff elc ti an aulomau. all be conduct ,.s{ Commented (CB14]: Revise what If there Is s 3-way tie? |

accordance with the general election laws of the State of Texas. If the _;_ecount does not resolve the " commented [CBISR14]: This Section has been revised to |

tie, the tied candidates shall cast [ots to determine the winner, address a 3-way tie, and also f there Is a tie for the second J
highest numbg(_o_f votes,

(e} The presiding officer of the final canvassing authority for the election shall supervise the
casting of lots under this Section 5A.

State law reference-Tie vote resolution by lots, V.T.C A, Election Code, sec 2.002(D)
@ & Sec. 6. Notice of election.

In accordance with the general election laws of the State of Texas, the council members shall order
the election, in which order the offices to be filled shall be named, and the voting places and the
names of the presiding judges of such election shall be sent out, Notice of such election shall be
given as provided for in the general election laws of the State of Texas.

State law reference—Notice of elections, V.T.C A., Election Code, ch 4
@ L Sec. 7. Time of election and staggered terms.

The regular general election of city council members shall be held each year on the secerdfirst
Saturday of May, or on any other date autharized by applicable taw,

The city council members shall be elected to Places 1 through 5. Ceuncibmembers-elected te
BlacesHhrouah-d shall be elacted-dwverrumbered years. Councilmembers alocted to Placesd
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and-S-shall be-elested-in-odd-numbered-years: Beginning at the May, 2024 election, the term of
office for city council Place | shall be for three (3] vears, and continuously thereafier the term of
office for ity council Place | shall be for three (3) years.

Beginning at the May, 2024 election, the term of office for city council Places 2 and 3 shall be for
two (2} vears, and continuously thereafter the term of office for city council Places 2 and 3 shall be

for three (3) vears.

Beginping at the May, 2025 election, the term of office for ciry coungil Places 4 and 5 shall be for
three {3} vears, and continuously thereafter the term of office for city council Places 4 and 5 shall
be for three {3) years.

State law references—Daie for election of officers, ¥ T C A, Local Government Code, sec. 26 042, election dates, ¥ TC.A ,
Election Code, ch. 41

@ b Sec. 8. Regular term of office.

The regular term of office for council member shall be swe-{2jthree (3) years, or until a successor
is qualified, in the event of a vacancy, except as otherwise provided herein.

Qe S Sec. 9. Officers, oath and bond of.

All officers of the city, whether elective or appointive, shall qualify by taking the cath prescribed
by the constitution of Texas, and by executing such bond as may be required under the provisions
of this Charter and the ordinances and resolutions of the city.

State constitution reference-Oath of office, Texas Constitution, art 16, sec |

State law reference—Official bonds, V.T.C. A, Govemment Code, ch. 604
@ % Sec. 10.  Qualifications.

Members of the council shall be resident qualified voters of the city and shall have been a resident
citizen of the City of Navasota for twelve (12) months immediately preceding such election and
shall not hold any other public office except that of notary public or as otherwise provided by law.
Any member ceasing to have any of these qualifications, or who shall be convicted of a felony
while in office, shall forfeit his office immediately.

State law references—Eligibility for public office, V. T.C.A , Election Code, sec. 141 001 et seq., age and residence cequirements for
home-rule city office, V. T C.A , Election Code, sec. 141,003, candidates for city office, V.T.C A., Election Code, ch. 143

Q b Sec. 11. Removal

Any member of the council who knowingly permits any provision of this Charter to be violated
without exercising his power as a council member to prevent it shall be subject to removal from

10



office as provided in article 1V, section 23 herein below, and prosecuted in the manner provided by
law.

@ & Sec. 12, Vacancy.

gualiﬁed vqy;rs ata specia! electiun cﬂjled for such purpose wiihin one hundred and twenty (120}
days after such vacancy or vacancies occur. [f any such vacancy shall occur within one hundred
iwenty (120) days preceding a regular election, then the special election to fill the vacancy for the
unexpired term shall be held on the same date as the next regular election. Additionally, if the
remaining unexpired term of the vacant council position is twelve (12} m _-;)_l@,}j_gr less, then no
special election to fill the vacancy shall be held and ihe vacant mnml m ition, after lhe Council

mmﬁ.of xhg vag

b to this verblage referring to the “unexpired term” rather

than referring to the next election.
< d [CB17): This
L] ltl Sec.13. Mayor. \l ommented (CB17) provision was also amended, as

i ; i A e i ] Commented [CBA6]; On 12/15/23 | made a slight revision |
TMUIWMWMMMM elected ooum;nl nembe

discussed by the Charter Review Committee, 1o add verblage
creating a simple notice of vacancy/application process.

The council members shall elect one of their members as chaiemanmayor at the first regular
meeting following the regular general election each May. HeThe shallbe called mayor—and shall
be the presiding officer of the council. HeThe mayor shall vote as a member of the council on all
matters coming before the body; sign all bonds, watrants, and other official documents; be the
official head of the city; and exercise all power and perform all duties imposed upon hissthe mayor
by applicable law, this Charter and by the ordinances of the city and resolutions of the council.

2 & sec. 14, Mayor pro-tem.
The mayor pro-tem shall be elected from among the members of the council at the first regular
perform all the duties of the mayor in the event of the mayor's abs;;e-fik:e or dlsablllty

@ & sec. 15. Compensation.

The mayor and each council member shall serve on the city council without compensaticn;
however, the mayor and council members shall be entitled to reimbursement for any expenses



approved and provided for by the city budget and incurred in the performance of their official
duties as a member of the city council.

State law reference—Compensation of officers in home-rule municipality, V. T.C A, Local Government Code, sec. 141.004
@ & Sec. 16, Conflict of interest.

Except as otherwise allowed by law, no member of the council shall, during his term of office,
hold any other public office or employment, compensation for which is paid out of public funds.
Nor shall any member of saidthe council, appointive officer, {erHor employee of the city be
pecuniaribyfinancially interested, directly or indirectly, in any contract fetauthorized by the city
in accordance with applicable provisions of State Law and Chapter 171 of the Texas

Local Government Code governing conflicts of interest of local public officials.

State law references—Canflicts of interest of afficers, V.T.C A, Local Government Code, ¢h 171; public disclosure, VT.C A |
Govemment Code, ch 353

e L Sec. 17. Legislative body.

The council shall constitute the legislative and governing body of the city, and shall have and
exercise all the powers and authority herein granted. 1t shall pass and adopt all needed ordinances
and resolutions, and adopt necessary regulations to govern the different departments of the city.
Said ordinances, resolutions and regulations shall be consistent with the provisions of this Charter
and the constitution and general laws of the State of Texas.

State law references~Powers of home-rule municipality, V T.C.S. art. 1175, general powers of home-rule municipality, V.T C A
Local Government Code, sec. 51,071 et seq., authority of local self-govemnment, ¥ T.C A, Local Govemment Code, sec. 51 072

® % Sec. 18.  Meetings of the council.
The council shall hold at least one regular meeting in each month at a time to be fixedestablished

by it for such regular meetings; and may hold as many additional meetings during the month as
may be necessary for the transaction of the business of the city and its citizens.

State law reference-Open meetings, V T.C A , Government Code, ch 531

@ & Sec.19.  Special meetings of the council.

Special meetings shall be called by the city secretary upon the request of the mayor, mayor pro-
tem, the city manager, or any two (2) members of the council, and may be held at any time in
accordance with the provisions of state law. Notice of special meetings shall be provided in
accordance with Chapter 551 of the Texas Government Code and all amendments thereto.

@ & Sec.20.  Meetings open to the public.
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All meetings of the council and committees thereof shall be open to the public, except as provided
in Chapter 551, Texas Government Code, and all amendments thereto. Any § i ,,,--{Curnmmd {CB19]: Required by change In state law

eitymember of the publig shall have a reasonable opportunity to be heard at any meeting of the
council on any matter,

State law reference—Open meetings, V.T C.A , Government Code, ch 551

® 4 Sec.21. Canvass returns and declare results of elections.

The council shali, within the period of time after each regular and special election as provided for
by state law, or as soon thereafter as practicable, canvass the returns and declare the result of such
election.

State law reference—Canvassing elecuons, ¥V.T . C A, Election Code, ch. 67
& & Sec. 22, Time for qualification and assumption of duties.

As soon as practicable, but not earlier than the date for canvassing the election results as provided e
by lawk, Fthe council shall meet in the council chamber of the city hall or a location suitable for __..--"lCommm‘tad [CB20]: Punctuation and capitalization
such meeting, at which time the council shall qualify and assume the duties of their offices. cofections

@ & Sec.23.  Council to be judge of election and qualification of its members.

The council shall be the judge of the election and qualification of its own members_and such
autherity shall include, but not be limited 1o, the authority to remove a council member for
violation of article 1V, section | | of this Charter, and to appoint a qualified person to fill a vacant
council position pursuant to article IV, section 12 of this Charter.

@ % Sec.24.  Rules of the council.

The council shall determine its own rules of procedure_and ethics, and shall compel the attendance
of its members.

@ % Sec.25. Legislative procedure.

Three (3) members of the council shall constitute a quorum to do business. The affirmative vote of
a majority of the five-member council present and voting shall be necessary to adopt any
ordinance or resolution, except as otherwise provided herein. Minutes of all proceedings shall be
kept to which any citizen may have access at all reasonable times and which shall constitute one of
the archives of the city. The vote upon the passage of all ordinances and resolutions shall be taken
by the “ayes™ and “nays” and entered upon the minutes, and every ordinance or resolution, upon
its final passage shall be recorded in a bound record kept for that purpose, and shall be
authenticated by the signature of the presiding officer and the person performing the duties of city

secretary. B __,,:f'}r Ch:mmanted [CB21]: Modernization of language in
LC rter
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State law reference-Open meetings, V. T.C A, Government Code, ch. 551
@ & Sec. 26. City secretary.
The council shall choose a city secretary who shall keep the records of the council and perform

such other duties as may be required by applicable law, this Charter, ercify ordinances and
resolutions, the council or the city manager.

@ % Sec.27.  Ordinances and resolutions, enactment of.

Each proposed ordinance or resolution shall be introduced in written or printed form, and shall
contain not more than one subject, which shall be clearly expressed in the title, except ordinances
or resolutions making appropriations or authorizing the contract of indebtedness or issuance of
bonds or other evidence of indebtedness. No-An ordinancesunlessitis-declarad-an-emergeney
measure; shallmay be passed finally on the date it is introduced, but-instead-must-be-passed;-read,
and-voted upon_and passed at twe-t2}-separatecne (| } meetings of the council.

@ L Sec.28.  Emergeney-measures; defined[RESERVEDI.

___f'[-l:ommented [CB22]: This section Is not necassary if
'1 ordinances can be enacted upon one reading.

—

@ & Sec.29. Ordinances, when and how published.

Every ordinance imposing any penalty, fine or forfeiture shall, after passage thereof, be published
in one (1) issue of the official paper and in accordance with state law; however, the city may
publish a caption of an adopted ordinance that summarizes the purpose of the ordinance and any
penalty for violating the ordinance in lieu of the requirement that the full text of the ordinance be
published. Proof of such publication shall be made by the printer or publisher of such paper,
making affidavit before semean officer authorized by law to administer oaths, and filed with the
person performing the duties of city secretary and shall be prima facie evidence of such
publication and promulgation of such ordinance in all courts of the state; and such ordinance so
published shall take effect, and be in force, from and after five (5) days after publication thereof,
unless otherwise expressly provided. Ordinances not required to be published shall take effect, and
be in force, from and after passage, unless otherwise provided.

State law reference-Publication of ordinances, V.T.C A, Local Government Code, sec. 52.013.

@ 3, Sec.30. [RESERVED]
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@ & Sec.32.  Contracts for personal services, supplies, etc,

(a) No contract shall ever be made which binds the city for personal services to be rendered for
any stated period of time, but all appointive officers and employees shall be subject to preemptory
discharge and when discharged shall only be entitled to compensation up to and including the date
of their discharge; however, notwithstanding this or any other provision of the charter, the city may
enter into an agreement with the city manager regarding personal services to be rendered to the city
and containing any additional terms and conditions mutually acceptable to the city council and the
city manager.

(b} Nor shall the city or any agent of the city acting for it make any contract for goods, materials,
services or supplies for the current use of any department of the municipality for more than one (1)
year, except as in this Charter provided, unless saidthe contract and the cost thereof has been
included in the annual budget of the city and unless an appropriation has been made therefore, and
no contract or purchase shall exceed the amount appropriated. All contracts, except for professional
services, shall be made upon specifications, and no contract shall be binding until it has been signed
by a designated representative of the city. Whenever the costs of any contracts charged to any
appropriation equal the amount of such appropriation, no person representing the city shall sign or
make any additional contracts chargeable to such appropriation. Any contract for current
expenditures exceeding the amount set up in the budget or the appropriation therefore shall be void.

{c)  Not withstanding any provision of this charter that relates to the notice of contracts,
advertisement of the notice, requirements for the taking of sealed bids based on specifications for
public improvements or purchases, the manner of publicly opening bids or reading them aloud, the
authority for utilizing alternative project delivery methods, or the manner of or authority for making
purchases and leiting contracts, the city council may elect to expend city funds and enter into
confracts pursuant to and in accordance with the laws of the State of Texas, as hereafter amended.
The city council may elect to have saidthe state laws related to contracting and purchasing supersede
any conflicting provision of this charter.

State law reference-Purchasing and contrachng authority of municipality, V.T.C A, Local Government Code, chs 252, 271

L} |2| Sec. 33. Departments may be consolidated, ete.
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The council may abolish or consolidate such offices and departments as it may deem to the best
interest of the city, and may divide the administration of any such department as it may deem ,| Commented [CB24]: Correction of grammar and missing
advisable, create new departments and may discontinue any offices or departments jpf-fatiaf its word.

discretion, except as to the office of city manager.

)
1
- e sonll

@ L Sec. 34. Compensation of appointive officers-and-employees.

The council may fx-and-determine the salaries and wages of all appointive officers and-emplavees
of the city.

@ % Sec.35. |[Paymentofelaims|RESERVED].

e ey
__—{ commented [CB25}; This provision contains antiquated
] i waeding, and Is unnecessary due to payment approval
| authority and p Iready in place.

@ % Sec.36.  Nepotism.

Except as provided by Chapter 573 of the Texas Government Code, and any amendments thereto,
no person related within the second degree by affinity, or within the third degree by consanguinity,
to the mayor or any other member of the council, or the city manager, shall be appointed to any
office, position es-cleskship-or other service of the city.

State law reference—Nepotism, V. T.C.A | Govemnment Code, ch 573
@ & ARTICLE V. CITY MANAGER.

@ & Sec. 1, Qualification, term, removal, compensation, absence or inability to perform
duties.

(a) The council shall employ a city manager who shall be the chief executive officer of the city,
and he shall devote all of his time to the performance of his official duties. He shall be employed
solely on the basis of his fitnessqualification
city manager shall be appointed for an indefinite term and may be removed by a majority-vote of
four (4} the-members of the council, Except as may otherwise be provided in a personal services
agreement between the city and the city manager, removal may not become effective until thirty
(30} days after the manager shall have been notified in writing of the council's intention to remove
him, and until after a public hearing on the question of the manager’s removal shall have been held,
if such hearing is requested of the council in writing by the manager. [n the event the city manager
does not reside within the corporate limits of the city when employed by the city as the city manager,
he shall establish his residence within the corporate limits of the city within a reasonably prompt
period of time after employment, as determined solely by the city council.
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(b}  The city manager shall receive compensation in the amount and manner provided by the
council.

(c) In the absence or inability of the city manager to perform his duties, the council by a majority
vote may designate a qualified administrative officer to perform the duties of ¢ity manager during
such absence or disability.

& %, Sec.2. Powers and duties.

(a)  The city manager shall be responsible to the council for the efficient and economical
administration of the city government. He shall have the power to appoint for an indefinite term and
to remove one of More assistant ¢ity managers and all department heads. He shall have the power to
appoint for an indefinite term and to remove all other employees in the administrativeservice of the
city. He may authorize the head of a department to appoint and remove subordinates in his respective
department. The city manager shall determine the salaries and wages of all employees of the city,

Except of the purpose of inquiry, the council and its members shall deal with the administrative
service solely through the city manager. They shall not in any manner take part in the appointment
or removal of any person subordinate to the city manager, nor shall they give any instructions to
any subordinate of the city manager.

(b) He shall exercise supervision and control over all departments created by this Charter or that
may hereafter be created by the council,

(¢}  He shall attend all meetings of the council with the right to take part in the discussion, but
having no vote; and he shall be notified of all special meetings of satdthe council in the time and
manner this Charter requires such notice to be given to the members of saidthe council.

(d) He shall see that all terms and conditions imposed in favor of the city or its inhabitants in any
public utility franchise are faithfully kept and performed, and upon knowledge of any violation
thereof to call the same to the attention of the council.

{e) He shall act as budget officer and as such to prepare and submit to the council prior to the
beginning of each fiscal year a budget of proposed expenditures for the ensuing year, showing in as
much detail as practicable the estimated amounts required by-menths-for the efficient operation of
each department of the city government-and-the-reasenstorsuch-estimated-expendituras.

() He shall make a full written report to the council as soon after the close of each month's
accounts as possible, showing the operation and expenditures of each department of the city
government for the preceding month, and a comparison of such monthly expenditures, by
departments, with the monthly allowances made for such departments in the annual budget, and to
keep saidthe council fully advised at all times as 1o the financial condition and needs of the city.
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(g) He shall act as purchasing agent for the city and purchase all merchandise, material and
supplies needed by the city and may establish—-reeded: a suitable storehouse where such supplies
shall be kept and from which same shall be issued as needed; and to adopt such rules and regulations
governing requisition and the transaction of business between himself as such purchasing agent and
the heads of departments, appointed officers and employees of the city as the council may approve.

(h) He shall recommend to the council the setartescompensation to be paid each appointed officer

and-suberdinate-employee-of the city, and it shall be the duty of saidthe council to take action topass
erdinances—orresolubions,Fromtimetotimefixine determine the rates of compensation_of said
appointed officers.

(i} He shall recommend to the council, in writing, from time to time, for adoption, such measures,
as he may deem necessary or expedient.

(j) He shall do and perform such other duties as may be prescribed by this Charter or be required
of him by the ordinances and resolutions of the council.

IR R ARTICLE VL. TAXATION

Q@ & Sec. 1. Levy of annual ad valorem tax.

The council shatl have the power and it is hereby authorized to levy annually and collect an ad
valorem tax on all real, personal and other property within the corporate limits of the city, not
exempt from taxation by the constitution and laws of the State of Texas.

State law references-Property laxes authonized, V.T.C.A |, Tax Code, sec. 302 001 ; tax collection powers, V. T.C A, Tax Code, sec
302.102.

@& & Sec.2.  Powers of council generally.

The council shall have the power to establish by ordinance: The form and content of future
ordinances establishing the tax rate; the procedure to be used in issuing refunds on tax payments;
subject to the provisions of state law allowing the lax assessor/collector to adopt a policy accepting
partial payments of property taxes, a delinquent tax policy in regard to partial payments before and
after judgment, before and after filing suit; the affixing of a tax lien in favor of the city for all taxes
levied against all real, personal, and other property; and to enact ordinances in other such instances
as may be necessary.

State law references—Tax liens and personal liability, V. T.C.A., Tax Code, ch. 32, local taxation, V.T.C.A., Tax Cede, ch 301 et
seq.; tax collection powers, V. T.C A, Tax Code, sec. 302.102

@ % Sec. 3. Compliance with tax code.
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The City of Navasota shali comply with all provisions of the Tax Code of the State of Texas, as

same now exists or as same may hereafter be amendedinthe-oparationand administration-afthe
b,

@ & sec.q. Occupation taxes.

The council shall have the power to levy and collect an occupation 1ax on all occupations, eathrgs;
businesses and previsiensother taxable persons and entities, texesfievedjtaxed by the State of
Texas from time to time, to the amount of one-half of the amount of occupation tax levied by the
state and shall have the power by ordinance to provide adequate means for enforcing the collection
of the same,

State law reference—Occupation taxes, V.T.C A, Tax Code, sec 302 101
e .t ARTICLE V. Municipal Court, City Attorney and Other Legal Counsel
2 Y sec. 1. Municipal court created.

There shall be a court for the trial of misdemeanor offenses known as the “municipal court,” with
such powers and duties as are defined and described in applicable state-statuteslaw, and as
thereafier amended ard-b-the b Cade ol Crimirat-Procedure and as thereafter amendedall

amendments thereto.

State law reference-Municipal courts, generally, V.T C A, Government Code, sec 29.001 et seq

@ & Sec.2.  Judge.

The council shall appoint a citizen of the City of [Navasota|to be judge of saidthe municipal court, | Commented [CB26]: The Charter Review Commitize
. . [y s » y - . : B notes that the City Council may consider broadening the
whose title shall be “municipal judge,” and who must meet the following qualifications: S thE TR, G Souien 1 15 SIS it
: = s . Grlmes County to serve in this position; another option
(1)  shall have been a resident citizen of the City of[Navasotd for a period of one (]} year | would be 1o delete the residency requirement n its entlrety.

immediately preceding such appointment; " commented [CB27]: See comment above.

(2) shalaetholdap-otherpublieoffice except that of notary- publio:
3+—shall have paid up to date all outstanding city taxes and utilities; and

(43) shall not have been convicted of a felony or any crime involving moral turpitude.

State law reference-Municipal court judges, V.T.C A., Government Code, sec 29.004

* uﬁ- Sec. 3. Term of office.
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The term of office of the municipal judge shall be filled by appointment by seidthe council for a

term of two (2) years; however, the municipal judge may be removed from office by the council at

any time at its discretion.

In the event the appointed municipal judge is removed from office, is unable to serve due to death,

illness, or tenders a written letter of resignation to the city council, such vacancy in the position of
the judge shall be filled by a vote fremof a majority of the members of the city council. Such
appointment shall be for the remainder of the existing term or for a full two (2) year term, as
applicable.

State law reference~Term of mumicipal court judge, V. T.C A, Governmem Code, sec 29.005
& & Sec.d.  Jurisdiction.

SaidThe municipal court shall have jurisdiction as provided srdesArticle-4t4Texas-Codeof
Criminal-Procedurein applicable law, and all amendments thereto.

State law reference-Jurisdiction of municipal courts, V.T C A , Govenmem Code, sec. 29.003

Q@ Y Sec.5.  Clerk.

The municipal judge shall be ex officio clerk of saidthe municipal court, unless the city council
has provided for the appointment of a municipal court clerk.

State law reference-Municipal court clerk generally, V.T.C.A , Govemment Code, sec 29010
@ & Sec.6.  Duties of clerk.

[t shall be the duty of saidthe clerk to keep hminutej of the proceedings of saidthe court; to issue

,,“[ Commented [CB28]: This verblage tracks state law

all processes, and generally, to do and perform atl the duties of a clerk of a court as prescribed by
law for the clerk of the county court, in so far as said provisions may be applicable.

@ & Sec.7.  Right of trial before jury.

Every person brought before the judge to be tried for an offense for which the penalty may be a
fine shall be entitled, if he shall demand it, to be tried by a jury of six (6) legal—vole;sreSIdents of

the city, who shall be summoned, empaneledempaneled and qualified as jurors ijusticecourts
under the laws of the State of Texas.

State law references-Right 1o tnal by jury inviolate, Tex Code Cnm. Proc, art |12, tnal before the jury, Tex. Code Crim. Proc ch
36

@ & Sec.8.  Rulesof pleading, practice and procedure.
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All rules of pleadings, practice and procedure now established in Chapter 45, Texas Code of
Criminal Procedure, as may be amended, and as otherwise provided by applicable law, shall apply
in saidthe municipal court. Complaints before satdthe court may be sworn to before the judge,
clerk or saidthe court, his deputy, or the city attorney; and-each-end-atpwhich-officess-for-that
porpeseshalbhavethe powerto-adminisieraaths; or it may be sworn to before any other officer

authorlzed by law to administer oaths.

State law reference-Procedures for processing cases within cnminal junisdiction of municipal court, Tex. Code Cnm_ Proc ch 45

@ & Sec.9.  Sealof municipal court.

The satd-municipal court shall have a seal having engraved thereon a star of five (5) points in the
center and words “Municipal Court, in Navasota, Texas,” the impress of which shall be attached to
all proceedings, except subpoenas, issued out of saidthe court, and shall be used to authenticate the
official acts of the judge where he is authorized or required to use the seal of office.

State law reference—Municipal court seal, Tex. Code Crim. Proc art. 45 012(g).

2 & sec. 10. Complaint, how commenced and concluded.

In all prosecutions in saidthe municipal court, whether under an ordinance or under the provision
of the Penal Code of this state, the complaint shall commence: “In the Name and by the Authority
of the State of Texas” and shall conclude: “Against the Peace and Dignity of the State,” and where
the offense is covered by ordinance, the complaint may also conclude “Contrary to the City
Ordinance”; and all prosecuuons in smdthe court shall be conducted by the cnty artomey or by hlS

State law reference—Requisites of complaint, Tex. Code Ctim. Proc. art. 45.019

@ & Sec.11.  Council to prescribe rules for collecting fees and costs, etc,

The council shall from time to time by ordinances or resolutions, prescribe such rules, not
inconsistent with the provisions of this Charter nor the laws of this state, as in the discretion of the
council may be proper to enforce against the property of the defendant, or
imprisenmentconfinement of the defendant for the collection of all ¢costs and fines |mposed by
saidthe court; and shall also have the power to adopt such rules and regulations concerning
practice and procedure in saidthe court as saidthe council may deem proper not inconsistent,
however, with the provisions of this Charter nor the general laws of this state.

State law reference-Municipal court fines, costs and special expenses, Tex. Code Crim, Proc art, 45 203
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G ted [CB29): fac d deletion of this
.l verblage because Texas Government Code, Section
| 45.193{d) states:

l

The county attarney has no power, duty, or privitege in
Grimes County relating to criminal matters, Including asset
forfettures under Chapter 59, Code of Criminal Procedure,
appearance bond forfeitures under Chapter 17, Code of
Criminal Procedure, and habeas corpus related to criminal
matters.

Also, no reference to the District Attorney Is needed because
Texas Government Code, Section 43.183(b) states:

The district attorney shall attend each term and sesslon of
the district courts and all other courts, except misncipal
courts, in Grimes County and, unless otherwise provided by
law, shall exclustvely represent the state In all criminal
matters In those courts.




& L Sec.12.  Fines and costs to be paid into the city depository.

All costs and fines imposed by baidthe court in prosecutions therein| shall be paid into the city —
depository in the general fund of the City of Navasota for the use and benefit of saidthe city, or as
otherwise required by state law.

Q -i- Sec. 13. Costs to be collected.

There shall be taxed against and collected of such defendant, in case of his conviction before
satdthe court, such costs as are prescribed by law to be collected of defendants convicted in
municipal court.

State law references~Court costs on conviction, V. T.C A., Government Code, sec. 102.021, additional court costs on conviction in
municipal court, V.T.C A., Govemment Code, sec 102121

Q@ L Sec. 14. Jury and witness fees, etc.

The provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure of the State of Texas regulating the amount and
collection of jury and witness fees, and for enforcing the attendance of witnesses in criminal cases
tried before a municipal court judge shall, in so far as practicable, govern and be applicable to the
trial of cases before the municipal court herein created and established.

State law reference-Witness fees paid by defendant, Tex. Code Crim Proc. art. 102002
@ % Sec.15.  Powers available to judge.

The judge of seidthe court shall have the power to punish for contempt as provided by applicabie
law. The judge shall have power to take recognizance, admit to bail, and forfeit recognizance and
bail bonds, under such rules and regulations as now govern the taking and forfeiture of the same as
provided by state law.

@ & Sec.16.  Processes, how served.

Al processes issued out of saidthe municipal court shall be served by the officer performing the
duties of the chief of police, or any police officer of the city, under the same rules and regulations
as are now provided by law so far as the same are applicable; but each defendant shatl be entitled
to at least one day's notice before any trial of any complaint against him if such time be demanded
or as applicable under the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure.

State law reference=Service of process, Tex Code Crim. Proc. sec. 45202
@ %, Sec.17.  Writs of judge.
Writs issued by the municipal judge of saidthe court for offenses against the laws of this state may

be executed and the accused person or persons arrested by the chief of police or any police officer
22
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of the City of Navasota anywhere within Grimes County or as otherwise provided under Article
15.06 and 15.07 of the Code of Criminal Procedure of the State of Texas and atl amendments
thereto.

& & Sec.18.  Appeals.

All appeals from judgments rendered in saidthe court shall be to the county court in and for
Grimes County, to be perfected in the manner and within the time prescribed by the applicable
provisions of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure; and in all such appeals, the trial in the county
court shall be de novo, the same as if the prosecution had been originally commenced in that court.

State law reference-Appeal procedures, bond, etc , Tex. Code Crim Proc anl. 45.047 et seq
2 b Sec. 19, City attorney; qualifications, powers and duties,

The city attorney shall be appointed by the city council and shall hold office during the time he
shall perform the duties of his office to the satisfaction of the council, and may by removed at any
time by the council, where it appears for the best interest of the city that his services be dispensed
with, He shall be a resident citizen of the State of Texas and shall be a qualified voter thereof, and
shall be a regularly licensed and practicing attorney. He shall serve as the chief legal advisor to the
council, the city manager and all city departments, offices and agencies, He shall have the
authority to take complaints or violations of the ordinances of the city and violations of the laws of
the State of Texas committed within the jurisdiction of the municipal court, and to prosecute said
violations, unless such prosecutorial duties are vested in another pursuant to the city's appointment
of a city prosecutor. He shall represent the city in all legal proceedings, unless otherwise directed
by the council and shall receive such compensation as may be provided by the council.

® & Sec. 20. Temporary or additional counsel authorized.

In the event of a vacancy in the office of city attorney, making it advisable for the city and its
officers to have legal advice, then the council may employ a legal advisor, with as good
qualifications as required of the city attorney and allow him the same compensation as allowable
to the city attorney; and when in the judgment of the city council legal questions or litigation of
more than usual importance to the interests of the city and its citizens, arising, making it advisable
in the judgment of the council, to employ additional counsel and to allow reasonable compensation
for the services thereof.

& & ARTICLE VIIL CITY FINANCES

@ Y sec. 1. Fiscal year.

The fiscal year of the city government shall be for the period beginning October first (1%} and
ending September thirtieth (30 of each year.
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State [aw references-General fiscal power to establish fiscal year, V. T.C A, Local Government Code, sec. 101.022; city fiscal year,
V.TCA , Tax Code, sec 1.05

@ % Sec.2.  Budget.

The city manager shall prepare and submit to the council an annual budget on or before August
thirty-first {31} of each calendar year or as set by ordinance in accordance with applicable
provisions of state law. The budget shall be prepared on the basis of estimates, expenses and
incomes of the various departments of the city. These departmental estimates showing the
anticipated expenses and income of the departments as well as the expenses and income of the
preceding budget year reconciled with actual expenditures and income, shall indicate wherein
increases or diminutiensdecreases are recommended for the ensuing budget year, and notice shall
be published in accordance with the applicable provisions of state law, stating that the annual
budget has been prepared and printed, and that copies of the estimates shall be available to any
person upon request. Due notice shall be made of the time when the budget is to be discussed by
the council members, and copies of] |t|:|e budget shall be available to any person in accordance with
the applicable provisions of state law, The proposed budget shall also be posted on the city's

e,

website prior to the meeting(s) at which it will be discussed by the council members. The
discussion shall be given in open meeting and adequate time shall be given in said open meeting to
hearing protests and objections, if any, to any items in the budget or to omissions therefrom.

State law references-Budget officer, V. T.C A, Local Government Code, sec. 102 001, annuat budget required, ¥ T C A, Local
Government Code, sec 102.002, itemized budget and contents, V.T C A, Local Government Cade, sec. 102.003, information
furnished by municipal officers and boards, V.T.C.A , Local Govemment Code, sec. t012.004; proposed budget filed with mumcipal
clerk and public inspection, V T.C A, Local Government Code, sec. 102.005, public hearing on proposed budget, V.T.C A, Local
Government Code, sec 102.006, special notice by publication for budget hearing, V.T.C A, Local Government Code, sec 102 0065

@ % Sec.3.  Expenditures.

All expenditures of the city shall be made in accordance with budgeted appropriations.

Q@ & Sec.4.  BookkeepingFinancial Records.

The city's accounts shall be kept in such a manner as to show fully at all times the financial
condition of the city, and the beeksfinancial records shall at all times be open to the public
inspection. The council shall see that accounts are kept in compliance with the-mast-approved
fashiongenerally accepted accounting principies and the standards adopted by the Governmental
Accounting Standards Board applicable to cities, including all necessary balance sheets in detail
and in summary, revenue and expense statements, treasury statements, store accounts, operating
statistics, and other reports necessary to show completely each month the state of the city finances.

@ X Sec.5. Monthly reports.

The city manager shall make to the council, if desired by it, a monthly report in writing showing in
detail the receipts and disbursements for the preceding month and fiscal year to date. Fhese-reparis
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Q 4 Sec. 6. Annual audit.

The council shall request an independent audit to be prepared annually by a certified public
accountant covering all of the city's financial affairs, including operating results for the year and
financial statement at the close of the fiscal year. This audit shall be made as soon as practicable
after the close of the fiscal year, but not later than one hundred eighty (180) days past the end of
the fiscal year.

State law reference-Audit of municipal finances, V. T C A, Local Government Code, ch 103

Q@ oSec.7. Fem ine| RESERVED].

2 & Sec. s, Depository.

The council shall designate one or more depository banking institutions in which all city funds
shall be deposited. The designated depository shall be required to pledge as securities only as
allowed by applicable law and the amount of securities to be pledged shall equal the city funds on
deposit in the depository bank. Should the securities pledged by the depository bank to secure city
funds at any time be in excess of the amount on deposit, the council shall permit the release of
such excess by written permission; and should the city funds deposited at any time increase
beyond the amount of securities pledged, then the depository bank shall immediately pledge
additional securities with the city's governing body or pledge bank, so that the securities pledged
shall at no time be of a value less than the total amount of city funds on deposit in saidthe
depository bank. The determination of such value shall be in the discretion of the city council
whose decision shall be final and binding upon such depository. The right of substitution of
securities shall be granted to depositories, provided the securities are authorized by applicable law.

State law shall govern in the selection of the city depaository, provided, however, that a prospective
depository bank shall not be excluded from selection because a council member, appointive
officer, or employee of the city owns stock in saidthe bank or serves on the bank board, so long as
the said-council member, appointive officer, or employee does not take part in the selection of
saidthe depository. It shall not be considered a conflict of interest as the same is defined in this
Charter for a council member, appointive officer, or employee 16 own stock in or be on the board
of directors of a depository bank.

Q 4 Sec. 9. Funds.
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All moneys arising from the collection of taxes by the city shall be divided into two (2} funds, and
designated as “general funds” and “interest and sinking fund.”

@ L sec. 1.

@ & ARTICLE IX. FRANCHISES AND PUBLIC UTILITIES-

Powers of council.

The council shall have power by ordinance to grant, renew and extend all franchises, and to
regulate all public utilities of every character within the city and for such purposes is granted full

power:

[1.  To prohibit the occupancy and use of any street, alley, or other public place in the
city, either on, in, over or under the same, by any telegraph or telephone line; system or
exchange, electric light and power line, plant or system, street railway, interurban railway,
steam railway, bus line or system, gas works and system, or any other character of public
utility] without a franchise, and upon payment of such compensation as may be lawfully

prescribed, Any occupancy and use of any street, atley, or other public place in the city
shall be subject to lawful regulation by the counci

e

[ Commented [CB33]: This existing verbiage In my opinion
captures the Commitiee’s desire for broad scope of this
provision. Does the agree, or does the committee

2. To prescribe and enforce all rules and regulations necessary or expedient for securing
safe, efficient, faithful and continuous service to the public from such public utilities, and
to prescribe and regulate the character, quality, and efficiency and manner of service to be
rendered, given, performed, and furnished to the public, and to change such character,
quality, and efficiency and manner of services from time to time upon reasonable notice,
as conditions require.

3. To determine—fix and regulate the charges, fares and rates to be paid by the public
for the services and commodities of any such utilities after reasonable notice, and to
change such requirements and regulations from time to time upon reasonable notice, as
conditions require.

4,  To inspect the books and other records and papers of the public utility fumnishing
such service and compel the production of such books, papers and records and the
attendance of witnesses for the purpose of making such investigation into the charge, fares
and rates to be paid by the public;

5. To require the holder of any franchise now or hereafter granted, at the holders' own
expense, to furnish the city a correct complete map or plat, within thirty (30) days of a
written request from the city, showing the location, extent and such other general
information as may be desired of all improvements and equipment of whatever nature
located on, in,_cver or under the streets, avenues, alleys or public grounds of seidthe city;

6. To prescribe the forms of accounts kept by each such utility, where a public utility
keeps its accounts and books, according to a system prescribed by federal or state authority
26
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or commission; the-keepins-ofsuch-secounts et bt et b e R et
be-deemed-acomphance-with-the-forepoingprovisiensoithissubsectionsbeib-and at
any time to examine and audit the accounts and other records including reports on local
operations by each such utility;

7. Torepeal any franchise by ordinance at any time for the failure to begin construction
or operation within the time prescribed or to cause prosecution of proceedings for judicial
forfeiture for failure to otherwise comply with the terms of the franchise;

8.  To enforce by appropriate penalties all requirements and rules lawfully enacted by
the city for the regulation of public utilities, or for carrying into effect and forcing any
other powers over public utilities herein granted to the city.

@ & Sect.2.  Period of franchise, etc.

No franchise of any kind shall ever be granted by the council for a longer period than thirty (30)
years, and shall provide that such franchise may be reviewed on a periodic basis not to exceed
once every three (3) years wherein revisions may be made in the franchise regarding rates and
other matters coming before the attention of the council. No determinate franchise shall ever be
granted except upen the condition that the city shall have the right to purchase property of the
franchise holder either at the expiration of the franchise period or upon termination of the
franchise, nor shall any franchise ever be exclusive. No franchise shall be transferable, except with
the approval of the council expressed by ordinance.

Q3 Sect. 3. Franchise ordinances.

|All ordinances granting, renewing or extending franchises for public utilities shall be read at three
BGitwo (2) separate regular meetings of the council, and shall not be finally passed until thirty (30)
days after the first reading; and no such ordinance shall take effect until sixty (60) days after its
final passage; and pending such time, the full text of such ordinance shall be published once each
week for three (3) consecutive weeks in a newspaper published in the city and in compliance with
any other requirements of state law, and the expense of such publication shall be bome by the

proponent of the franchise, provided however that in lieu of publishing the entire ordinance, the

city may choose to publish the caption of the ordinance as allowed by State law.

If, at any time before any such ordinance takes effect, a petition shall be submitted to the council,
signed by the required number of qualified voters of the city as provided by Chapter 3il of the
Texas Transportation Code, the council shall submit the question, of granting, renewing or
extending such franchise to a vote of the qualified voters of the city at the next succeeding general
election to be held therein, in accordance with the general election laws of the State and said
chapter of the Transportation Code; and notice of such election shall be published in a newspaper
in accordance with Chapter 311 of the Transportation Code before election day, which notice shall
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contain a full copy of said ordinance; and the expense of such publication shall be borne by the
proponent of the franchise.

If within ten (10) years prior to the expiration of any franchise period, the franchise holder has
applied for a new franchise, and such application is refused by the council, and a petition,
complying with the foregoing provisions of this section is presented to the council, then the
council shall submit the question of granting of the franchise to the qualified voters in the same
manner as provided in this section. The failure or refusal of the council to act upon the application
for a franchise within four (4) months after the same is filed with the council shall be construed as
a refusal.

The ballot used at saidthe election shall briefly describe the franchise to be voted on and the terms
thereof, and shall contain the words, “For the Granting of the Franchise™ and “Against the
Granting of the Franchise” as provided by said Chapter of the Texas Transportation Code and any
subsequent amendments. If a majority of those voting at such election shall vote in favor of
granting the franchise, the council, upon canvassing the returns, shall so declare, and saidthe
franchise shall take effect in accordance with its terms; but no franchise shall extend beyond the
period fixedestablished for its expiration.

@ 4 Sec. 4. Public record.

The city shall compile and maintain a bound public record of all public utility franchises, renewals
and extensions thereof.

& & Sec.5.  Extensions

Al service extension of public utilities within the city limits shall become a part of the aggregate
property of the public utility, shall be operated as such and shall be subject to all the obligations
and reserved rights contained in this Charter and in any original grant hereafter made. The right to
use or maintain any extension shall expire with the original grant, and shall be terminable as
provided in subsection seven (7) of section | of this Article X,

In the event of an extension of a public utility operated under a franchise hereafter granted such

right shall be terminable at the same time and-underthe same-time-and under the same conditions
as the original grant.

Q nﬁ- ARTICLE X. BONDS AND WARRANTS-
@ & Sec.1. Powersof council; proposition of issuance.

The council shall have the power to issue and sell negotiable bonds of the City of Navasota for all
permanent public improvements and for all public and municipal purposes as now, or as may be,
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permitted by the constitution and any and all laws of the State of Texas, and to refund same where
appropriate.

The proposition of the issuance of bonds pledging the proceeds of taxes of the City of Navasota
for any permanent public improvement, public utility, or municipal purpose (except revenue bonds
and bonds to refund indebtedness of the city as herein above provided) shall be submitted to the
qualified voters of the city at an election to be held for that purpose. The time, place and manner of
calling, providing notice, canvassing and declaring the results thereof, shall be prescribed by
ordinance adopted by the council at any legally convened meeting thereof; provided that al}
requirements of such election, shall be consistent with, and conformable to, the requirements of
the constitution and general election laws of the State of Texas applicable thereto. HndessSaid
bonds may be issued if a majority of the qualified voters of the city, voting at such election on the
proposition of the issuance of the bonds, vote in favor thereof-the-same-shall-not-be-issued,

The council shall have full power and authority after such bonds have been approved by the
qualified voters, to issue and sell the same, at one time, or from time to time, as the necessities of
the city require, and as provided by the existing laws of the State of Texas or as the same may
hereafter be amended.

State law references—Bond elections generally, V. T .C A, Government Code, ch 1251; authonty of municipality to issie bonds for
public improvements, V T C A , Govemmeni Code, sec. 1331052

@ L See. 2, Execution of Bonds

All bonds shall be issued in the name of the City of Navasota, and-shall be executed on its behalf
by the mayor-thereaf, and shall be attested by the city secretary under the corporate seal of saidthe
city;, hn-d—tThe bonds shall aet-be invalid-valid netwithstanding-the-fact-thateven though any

official or officials whose signature, or facsimile thereof, appears upon smdthe bonds or whese

faesmle—sgﬂemfe-aﬁpemypen-any interest coupons appe sansad-ta-be
o longer holds said office(s) on the date satdthe bonds are delwered to the
purchaser-thereod The execution of bonds shall be in compliance with the existing laws of the

State of Texas relating to the issuance of bonds as may hereafter be amended and such laws of the
State of Texas shall govern where any conflict may exist between such laws and the provisions
hereof.

@ & Sec. 3. Tax levy for payment of bonds.

At or before the time of the issuance and delivery of any bonds hereunderauthorized by this Article

X, it shall be the duty of the council, in the ordinance authorizing saidthe bonds, to levy for each
year that saidthe bonds will be outstanding, an ad valorem tax on all taxable property in saidthe

pay the interest t theseon-and principal thereafas same—shau—sespeeuvelym become due and
mature, which such tax shall be levied each year so long as saidthe bonds are outstanding and
unpaid.

2%
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@ & Sec. 4. Investment of sinking funds.

The council shall supervise and be charged with the responsibility for all investments made with
the money and assets of any sinking fund or funds established under this Charter, or heretofore so
established. The money and assets of the sinking fund or funds shall only be invested or reinvested
in Beadeoithe-Heed Sbadespoverptien oo LS Gevarmmant-agensies hoving the-fet-aith
and-gredit-ofthe L—5—Geovermentcompliance with applicable law, the cipy's investment policy,
and all amendments thereto.

2 &, sec.s. Ceiling on bonded indebtedness.

The net bonded indebtedness of the city, excluding revenue bonds, shall at no time exceed the
limits set by the State of Texas as they now exist or as same may hereafter be amended.

e 4 Sec. 6. Revenue bonds.

The council shall have the power to issue negotiable revenue bonds of the City of Navasota,
payable from the revenues and income of any public utility or utilities acquired, condemned or
owned by saidthe city under the provisions of this Charter, or other specific sources of income as
they may be provided by ordinance.

All such revenue bonds may be, at the option of the council, additionally secured by a mortgage
upon the property or properties se-to be acquired, owned or operated, provided that no such
revenue bond shall ever be a debt of the City of Navasota, but shall constitute solely a charge upon
the property or properties so encumbered or upon such sources of revenue that may be pledged
thereto and shall never be reckoned in determining the power of the city to issue any bonds for any
purpose authorized by the constitution and laws of the State of Texas or by this Charter, and every
such revenue bond shall carry a recital that “the holder hereof shall never have the right to demand
payment of this obligation out of any funds raised or to be raised by taxation.”

Q & Sect. 7. Purpose of issuance of revenue bonds.

Such revenue bonds may be issued for any of the purposes set forth in the constitution and laws of
the State of Texas as they now exist or as same may hereafter be amended.

e L Sect. 8. Power to re-fund revenue bonds.

The council shall have the power and is hereby authorized to re-fund #he-City of Navasota revenue
bonds, and such re-funding revenue bonds shall be authorized by ordinances of the council, and it
shall not be required under this Charter to submit the proposition of the issue thereof to the legal
voters of saidthe city for their approval, unless such is required by the general laws of the State of
Texas.

State law reference-Refunding bonds, V. T.C A . Government Code, ch 1207
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e 4 Sect. 9. Procedure for issuance of revenue bonds.

The council shall, by ordinance, provide for the issue of all revenue bonds hereunder, which shall
be conformable to all requirements of the constitution and general laws of the State of Texas, and
which shall specify the purpose(s}-erpurpese for which they are issued.

Such revenue bonds shall be executed by the same officials and in like manner as provided in
Section 2 of this article, and approved in the manner provided by law.

L] -i- Sec. 10. Investment of certain funds.

The council shall have power to make such provisions for the investment of the monies in any
fund created or established under the provisions of this Charter for the security, payment and
retirement or redemption of revenue bonds issued hereunder upon such terms, conditions and
limitations as may be fixedestablished in the proceedings authorized and creating the issue of such
bonds.

® & Sec. 11, Diversion of funds prohibited.

The cash and securities to the credit of any sinking fund herein provided for shall be kept in the
city depository and shall be kept separate from the cash and securities of any other city funds. Any
officer or employee of the city who shall divert or use the cash, and securities of any sinking fund
for any purpose other than the purpose for which the sinking fund was created shall be deemed
gutty-ofafelony-and-subject to prosecution under the laws of the State of Texas. When an issue of
bonds has been retired in full, its respective sinking fund shall be abolished and any remaining
balance shall be applied to any lawful purpose.

® % ARTICLE XI. ELECTIONS'|RESERVED)

@ & See. 1. Time of holding:

5 .. ;eleotiondales, ¥ T42A -Eleshon

Q b ARTICLE XI1. AMENDMENTS AND SAVING CLAUSES
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@ % Sec.1.  Amending charter.

This Charter, after its adoption by the qualified voters of the City of Navasota, may be altered or
amended in accordance with the constitution and laws of the State of Texas in effect at the time
and applicable to cities containing more than five thousand (5,000) inhabitants.

State constitution reference—Adoption or amendment of charter, Texas Constitution, art. 11, sec. §
State law reference—Adoption or amendment of charter, V.T C. A, Local Govemment Code, sec. 9001 ¢t seq.

Q nﬁ- Sec. 2. Ordinances and resolutions continued in force.

All ordinances and resolutions in force at time of taking effect of this Charter, not inconsistent
with its provisions, shall continue in full force and effect until amended or repealed.

QL
Al present of e Bt hethr lectiveor sppoinive shallconinue o o

asue io -.-:-'. ot tha tima thic Chartar to _._. .__.___

QL Sec.bi Continuation of powereé conflict of laws; severability; repealer.

All powers granted heretofore to cities are hereby preserved In case of an irreconcilable conflict
between the provisions of this Charter and any superior law, the powers of the city and its officers
shall be as defined in such superior laws. Hrease-ofaryinsufficiency-oromissioninthis-Charier
which-insufficiency or wmmwhwﬂ%&ﬁmﬂ%ﬁmmm
generalaws, suoh proviskons—e : 1
shatthave-and exercise all of the pmm—ﬂﬂmwmwmﬂphﬁg—m
ineerporating-tta-the-Charter all of the provisions of such superior and general laws-wnd Charter
mmmmm;m it heing the et of this O haner-thatro-tewfr-povweraithe
eity-shal{ail because afany omission, insufficiency or inconsistenay in this Charter appearas
The insufficiency or invalidity of any portion of this eCharter shall not in any way affect the
remaining portions of the eCharter but the same shall be construed as if adopted without such
portions so found invalid or impetentineffective. All Charter provisions; laws-and parseflaws-in
conflict with the provisions of thisCharterany superior law or part thereof,- and not saved by
express reference to same herein, are hereby repealed.
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2 & sect, ﬁdl. Conflicts. | Commented (CB41): Renumbered due to deletions J

2503 o above,

In reading the provisions contained in the entire Charter, where references are made to state laws,
the reader must consult the state law to determine if the state laws controls, and where there is a
conflict in the state statues and the provisions of this Charter, it is to be understood that the
provisions contained in the statues shall in fact, control over the provisions shown in the Charter.

Qe 3, Sec.hﬁ. Meanings of certain words, . _,,.ztbm' ted [CB42): Renumbered due tn deleti

Unless some other meaning is manifest, the word “city” shall be construed to mean “City of
Navasota, Texas;” the word “council” shall be construed to mean “the city council of the City of
Navasota, Texas;” and the word “and” may be read “or” and the word “ot™ may be read “and” if
the sense requires it; words in the present tense include future tense, except when a more restricted
meaning is manifest.

a :. Sec. bgl Gender. ] . | Commented [CB43]: Renumbered due to deletions

| above, |

Throughout this Charter words used expressing masculine gender shall be construed to include the
feminine.
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