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FINANCIAL RELIEF NOW!

The financial consequences of COVID-19 have impacted the budget of many families. The Oakland County COVID
Relief Microgrant Initiative provides urgent relief with $500 cash grants. This flexible funding can be used immediately
for household expenses.

USE MICROGRANTS FOR WHO’S ELIGIBLE TO APPLY?

® Rent/ utilities ¢ Residents of Oakland County

e Food/ groceries e 18 orolder

* Vehicle expenses * Income of $70,000 or lower in normal years (pre-COVID)
¢ Basic household necessities e One applicant per household

e Necessary technology for virtual school / work
e Overdue bills

Applicants must be experiencing a financial hardship brought on by GOVID-19 or the
economic impacts of the pandemic. Applicants must meet one of the following criteria:

¢ Disruption of income (lost or reduced income for a period of time, e.g., due to job loss, layoff, furlough or unpaid
leave of absence).

e Reduced income (ongoing reduced income, e.g, due to reduced hours, partial furlough or reduced tips/
commissions).

e Loss or lack of income (no or minimal current income, e.g., due to job loss, layoff, furlough, unpaid leave of absence
or inability to find a new job).

* |Increased expenses.

* Anemergency need or inability to meet a basic need.

APPLY TODAY! TO APPLY, YOU WILL NEED:
Visit Fund.UpTogether.org/Oakland ¢ ldentification and proof of residency in Oakland County.
to submit your application. Grants are ¢ Information describing your financial situation and need.
awarded first come, first served. e Documentation demonstrating you meet the eligibility criteria.

¢ Verification of your planned use of funds.
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Oakland County and United Way for Southeastern Michigan are pleased to announce the Oakland Together COVID Relief
Microgrant Initiative. Eligible residents in Oakland County can apply for a $500 microgrant to cover necessary expenses
or gaps in income resulting from the economic repercussions of COVID-19.

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Oakland County and United Way for Southeastern Michigan are committed to ensuring that our region’s most vulnerable
families have the support they need to weather the short- and long-term impacts of the coronavirus outbreak. When
faced with a gap in income, families already structurally underemployed or living paycheck to paycheck face impossible
choices between keeping up with rent and essential utilities and keeping food on the table. The Oakland Together COVID
Relief Microgrant Initiative will provide flexible microgrants that families can use to pay for whatever expenses are most
urgent for them - like paying for rent and utilities, keeping food on the table, catching up on overdue bills or buying a
basic laptop so their children can attend school virtually. This initiative will provide nearly $2 million in direct funding
support to Oakland County residents struggling to make ends meet as the pandemic and its economic impacts continue.

Click here to watch a webinar about this program.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO APPLY?
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Applicants must:

¢ Be a resident of Oakland County.
* Be age 18 or older.
¢ Have household income of $70,000 or lower in normal years (pre-COVID).

¢ Submit one application per household.

Applicants must be experiencing a financial hardship brought on by COVID-19 or the economic impacts of COVID-19.
Applicants meet one of the following criteria:

e Disruption of income (lost or reduced income for a period of time, e.g., due to job loss, layoff, furlough or unpaid
leave of absence)

* Ongoing reduced income (e.g, due to reduced hours, partial furlough or reduced tips/commissions)

* Loss or lack of income (no or minimal current income, e.g., due to job loss, layoff, furlough, unpaid leave of absence
or inability to find a new job)

* Increased expenses

* An emergency need or inability to meet a basic need

HOW T0 APPLY

Applicants must apply online through the application portal provided by our partner Family Independence Initiatives.
Applicants will need to provide the following information:

 Verification of identity and residency in Oakland County.
» Information describing the applicant’s financial situation and need.
» Documentation demonstrating that the applicant meets the eligibility criteria.

o Attestation from the applicant as to the planned use of funds.

HOW WILL RECIPIENTS RECEIVE THEIR FUNDS?

Funds will be issued via direct deposit to the applicant's existing bank account or prepaid card account. If the applicant
does not have a bank or prepaid card account, there is an option to receive funds via physical or digital gift card.

HOW CAN COMMUNITY-BASED ORGANIZATIONS HELP?

Community organizations serve as trusted links within the community. Please help us get the word out to community
members who are most in need. Please share this flyer directly with individuals who could benefit from this opportunity.

We have made every effort to ensure that the online application process is as simple as possible and can be completed
from a computer or a maobile device. However, we know that some individuals with limited digital literacy may encounter
difficulty with the application. As trusted community organizations, those individuals may come to you for help with the
application. Please use this resource to support members of your community in the application process.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

213



Can multiple individuals within the same residence apply for an emergency grant?

Generally, no. Microgrants are limited to one per household. For special circumstances (e.g. individuals living in a
homeless shelter or other congregate housing), please contact OaklandMicrogrants@UnitedWaySEM.org.

Can 1 use this funding to pay for back bills?
Yes. Microgrants are flexible and can be used to cover necessary expenses or catch up on unpaid bills.

Can | provide another individual’s bank account information to receive my microgrant?
No. If the applicant does not have or does not wish to use a bank or prepaid card account, there is an option to receive
funds via physical or digital gift card.

Have additional questions? Email OaklandMicrogrants@UnitedWaySEM.org
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11/9/2020 COVID-19 Relief Individual Microgrant | Grants

County Government Offices are closed Wed, Nov 11
@ to observe Veterans Day. Online services are >(https://www.oakgov.com/pages/services.aspx) p 4
available 24/7.

COVID-19 Relief Individual Microgrant

Oakland County and United Way for Southeastern Michigan are pleased to announce the Oakland
Together COVID Relief Individual Microgrant Initiative. Eligible residents in Oakland County can apply
for a $500 microgrant to cover necessary expenses or gaps in income resulting from the economic
repercussions of COVID-19.

Program Description

Oakland County and United Way for Southeastern Michigan are committed to ensuring that our
region’s most vulnerable families have the support they need to weather the short- and long-term
impacts of the coronavirus outbreak. When faced with a gap in income, families already structurally
underemployed or living paycheck to paycheck face impossible choices between keeping up with rent
and essential utilities and keeping food on the table.

The Oakland Together COVID Relief Individual Microgrant Initiative will provide flexible microgrants
that families can use to pay for whatever expenses are most urgent for them - like paying for rent and
utilities, keeping food on the table, catching up on overdue bills or buying a basic laptop so their
children can attend school virtually. This initiative will provide nearly $2 million in direct funding
support to Oakland County residents struggling to make ends meet as the pandemic and its economic
impacts continue.

Who is Eligible to Apply?

Applicants must:
O Be aresident of Oakland County.
O Be age 18 or older.
O Have household income of $70,000 or lower in normal years (pre-COVID).
O Submit one application per household.

Applicants must be experiencing a financial hardship brought on by COVID-19 or the economic
impacts of COVID-19. Applicants meet one of the following criteria:

O Disruption of income (lost or reduced income for a period of time, e.g., due to job loss, layoff,
furlough or unpaid leave of absence)

O Ongoing reduced income (e.g, due to reduced hours, partial furlough or reduced
tips/commissions)

O Loss or lack of income (no or minimal current income, e.g., due to job loss, layoff, furlough,
unpaid leave of absence or inability to find a new job)

https:/fwww.oakgov.com/covid/grants/Pages/microgrant.aspx 1/3
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O Increased expenses
O An emergency need or inability to meet a basic need

How to Apply

Applicants must apply online through the application portal provided by our partner Family
Independence Initiatives. Applicants will need to provide the following information:

O Verification of identity and residency in Oakland County.

O Information describing the applicant's financial situation and need.

O Documentation demonstrating that the applicant meets the eligibility criteria.
O Attestation from the applicant as to the planned use of funds.

E Apply Now )

FAQ

Can multiple individuals within the same residence apply for an emergency
grant?

Generally, no. Microgrants are limited to one per household. For special circumstances (e.g. individuals
living in a homeless shelter or other congregate housing), please contact
OaklandMicrogrants@UnitedWaySEM.org (mailto:OaklandMicrogrants@UnitedWaySEM.org).

Can | use this funding to pay for back bills?

Yes. Microgrants are flexible and can be used to cover necessary expenses or catch up on unpaid bills.

Can | provide another individual's bank account information to receive my
microgrant?

No. If the applicant does not have or does not wish to use a bank or prepaid card account, there is an
option to receive funds via physical or digital gift card.

Have additional questions? Email OaklandMicrogrants@UnitedWaySEM.org
(mailto:OaklandMicrogrants@UnitedWaySEM.org)

Contact Info

Oakland County Help Hotline

https:/Aww.oakgov.com/covid/grants/Pages/microgrant.aspx 2/3
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D 248-858-1000 (tel:2488581000)

84 hotline@oakgov.com (mailto:hotline@oakgov.com)

Social Networks

fv'" o
m
(http://www.linkedin.com/company/165269?

(https://thtpsfbtelitbek dutytiang framogmibaliaodavuseyfoakgov)
trk=tyah)
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11/9/2020 $500 microgrants available for struggling Oakland County residents | Coronavirus | theoaklandpress.com

https://www.theoaklandpress.com/news/coronavirus/500-microgrants-available-for-struggling-oakland-county-
residents/article_1d75f9a8-1569-11eb-ab69-2b375e3f8c4d.html

$500 microgrants available for struggling Oakland County
residents

By Natalie Broda nbroda@medianewsgroup.com; @NatalieBroda on Twitter
Oct 26, 2020
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United Way for Southeastern Michigan and Oakland County are teaming up to provide financial assistance for adult
residents,

Photo Courtesy of United Way

A $2 million initiative between Oakland County and the United Way for Southeastern Michigan is
aiming to put COVID-19 relief funds into the hands of struggling residents.

hitps:/iwww.theoaklandpress.com/news/coronavirus/500-microgrants-available-for-struggling-oakland-county-residents/article_1d75i9a8-1569-11eb-a...  1/7



11/9/2020 $500 microgrants available for struggling Oakland County residents | Coronavirus | theoaklandpress.com
The county announced this week the creation of the Oakland Together COVID Relief Individual
Microgrant Initiative, providing $500 microgrants to Oakland County residents 18 and up.
Applications are now open online at oakgov.com/covid/grants.

Grants are limited to one application per household. Households must have an income of $70,000
or less (including before COVID-19) to be eligible. Applicants must also be experiencing a financial

hardship caused by the pandemic, including loss of income, disrupted income and ongoing
reduced income.

There's no stipulation on how the money can be used, from buying food to paying bills or
purchasing technology for families undertaking virtual school.

Multiple individuals living in the same residence generally will not be able to apply for more than
one grant, according to the county’s website. Exceptions will be made for individuals living in
homeless shelters and other congregate housing. Questions can be directed to
OaklandMicrogrants@UnitedWaySEM.org.
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