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R i c k  D a v i d — C h a i r  
R o b e r t  K a r a z i m  – V i c e - C h a i r  

K e n  B u r c h  
K a t h i e  H e n k  
L i n d a  P o r t e r  

REHABILITATION STANDARDS 
Pontiac utilizes eleven review standards listed 

within the City’s Historic Preservation Ordi-

nance—Section 74-51 thru 74-62 to evaluate 

appropriateness of proposed repair projects.    

For federal historic tax credit projects, the 

Secretary of Interior Standards for Rehabilita-

tion are ten principles applied to preserve the 

distinctive character of a historic building and 

its site while allowing for reasonable change 

to meet new uses. 

The City and Federal Standards apply to reha-

bilitation of historic buildings of all periods, 

styles, types, materials, and sizes. The Feder-

al rules apply to both the exterior and interior 

of historic buildings. The Standards also en-

compass related landscape features, build-

ings, site and environment as well as addi-

tions, replacements and new construction. 

Rehabilitation projects must meet the federal 

standards to qualify for Federal Historic Tax 

Credit rehabilitation credits. 

These standards may be downloaded from 

the National Park Service website at  https://

www.nps.gov/tps/standards/rehabilitation/

rehab/stand.htm  

H I S T O R I C  D I S T R I C T S  
 

F a i rg r ov e  
Locate d  a long Fairgrove  Stree t  be twe en 
North Saginaw and Pe rry  Stree ts .  
 

F r a nk li n Bo u lev a rd  
Locate d  be twe e n Huron Stre e t  and Orchard 
Lake Road,  approximate ly  be twee n Palme r 
and Wil l iams Stree ts .  
 

M od e r n H o us i ng C o rp o ra ti o n  
Locate d  a long Pe rry  Stre e t be twee n N.  
G l e n w o o d  a n d  J o s l y n  A v e n u e s ,  a n d 
northe ast  of  the  interse ction of  Joslyn 
Ave nue  and Pe rry  Stre e t.   
 

P o n ti a c  Co m me rc i a l   
Locate d  in  the  historic  downtown core .  
 

S e mi no le  Hi l ls  
Locate d  be twee n W. Huron Stre e t  and 
Orchard Lake  Road be twe en Chippe wa 
Road and One ida  Stree t .  

H I S T O R I C  S I T E S  
 
 

C e nt ra l  Sc ho o l  
47700 Woodward Ave nue  

 

C o ok  Ne ls o n Am e ri c a n  L egi o n P os t  
N o.  2 0  

206 Auburn Ave nue   
 

F i r s t  U ni ted  M e th od i s t  Ch u rc h of  
P o n ti a c  

14 Judson Stre e t  
 

H o ra ti o  N.  H ow a rd  H o u s e  
403 North Saginaw Stree t  

 

O a k  Hi l l  Ce me te ry  

S t.  V i nc e nt  d e  Pa u l  Ch u r c h  
46352 Woodward Ave nue  

 

Wi s n er  Ho us e  
405 Ce sar E.  Chave z Avenue  

 
 

I N F O R M A T I O N   
F O R  R E S I D E N T S  I N  A  

H I S T O R I C  D I S T R I C T  



 F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S  

Who is the Historic District Commission (HDC)? 

The Historic District Commission is made up of 

seven (7) volunteer residents appointed by the 

Mayor to protect and preserve the rich architec-

tural heritage of Pontiac. 

What is the role of the HDC? 

Any exterior construction, alteration, modifica-

tion, repair, demolition or renovation must be 

approved by the Historic District Commission. 

When does the Commission meet? 

The Commission meets on the second (2nd) 

Tuesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. in the Li-

on’s Den at Pontiac City Hall. 

Why preserve buildings?   

The State has deemed preserving significant 

buildings as a public good and granted local 

governments the power to preserve their archi-

tectural resources.   

Do fences, decks, paving and signage require 

approval from the HDC? 

All replacement and in-

stallation of fences, 

decks, paving, signage 

and awnings require the 

approval of the Historic 

District Commission. 

Can I use vinyl replacement windows? 

No.  Vinyl windows are not historically appropri-

ate in a Historic District.   Before you decide to 

replace the windows, explore the repair of win-

dows.  If repair is not possible replacement may 

be approved in like material.  The new windows 

must match the existing windows.   

In some cases the Commission may approve 

composite replacement windows for windows 

that are deteriorated beyond repair.   

May I use vinyl  or aluminum siding? 

No.  Vinyl or aluminum siding is not appropriate 

in a Historic District.  Before you decide to re-

place the siding material on your house, deter-

mine what the original material on your house 

was and try to restore the house to its original 

condition by removing the vinyl, aluminum or 

other non-historic covering material.  Paint and 

repair the original wood siding where possible. 

Can I replace the 

roofing material? 

You may replace the 

roofing material with 

the same material as 

existing.  You may 

not replace slate, 

copper, or tile roof with an asphalt shingle roof 

without approval from the Historic District Com-

mission. 

How can I get tax credits? 

All rehabilitation work done in accordance with 

the Secretary of Interior’s Guidelines is eligible 

for a tax credit. For further information contact 

the State Historic Preservation Office at 517-

373-1630 or at  preservation@michigan.gov.   

 

APPLICATION  

REQUIREMENTS 
 

Before starting any work in a Historic Dis-
trict, contact the staff of the Depart-
ment of Building Safety and Planning 
and complete a Historic District Commis-
sion application.  Staff will inform you of 

the cut-off dates for accepting applica-
tions for the next HDC meeting.   

The application should include: 

 Detailed description of the proposed 
project. 

 Photographs and drawings to illus-
trate the  scope of your project. 

 Evidence and reasons why you pro-
pose to replace the original material. 

 Cost estimates from two different 
contractors for repair and replace-
ment of original material - roof, win-
dows, etc. 

 You will be informed when the request 
will be placed on the Commission meet-
ing agenda 

You may only apply for a Building Permit 
after receiving a Certificate of Appropri-
ateness from the Commission. Working 
without a Building Permit is subject to 
severe penalties. 

 


