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Community Building 
Takes Center Stage
San Carlos community events reached new heights this past year,  
with a record number of volunteers and attendees at nearly all our major 
community gatherings. The San Carlos Art and Wine Faire, Hometown Days, and 
our holiday family-favorites including the Goblin Walk and Night of Holiday Lights 
were more bustling than ever. New initiatives, like our Thursday Night Lights series 
and our Small Business Saturday Tote Bag Giveaway helped further connect our 
business community to San Carlos residents and visitors. We did a great deal of 
community building last year, and there is no plan to slow down for the year ahead.

Now is the perfect time to make sure you are plugged in to all the information 
you need to be involved and engaged in San Carlos happenings this coming year. 
Whether you are interested in providing input on our open spaces, like the North 
Crestview Master Plan, looking to become a member of our Adult Community 
Center, or searching for your new favorite sports league or art class, we truly have 
something for everyone.

Deepen your connection to the San Carlos community by volunteering or joining 
a class or program this year. You won’t regret it!

San Carlos

San Carlos Farmers’ Market
Every Sunday (Year-round!)
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Downtown Laurel Street

Pancakes and Youth  
Pickleball Tournament 
Monday, January 8 
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
San Carlos Youth Center • (Grades 5-8)
Register: cityofsancarlos.org/register

Cheers to the New Year Luncheon
Friday, January 12 • 12:00 – 1:30 p.m. 
Adult Community Center  
Register: cityofsancarlos.org/acc

Blood Drive
Saturday, February 3 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Adult Community Center  
Info: cityofsancarlos.org/events 

Lunar New Year Celebration 
Friday, February 9 • 12:30 – 2:30 p.m.
Info: cityofsancarlos.org/acc

Sweetheart Luncheon
Wednesday, February 14 • 12:00 – 1:30 p.m.
Adult Community Center 
Register: cityofsancarlos.org/acc

The Friends of the Adult Community 
Center Crab Feed Fundraiser 
Saturday, February 24  
4:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
Adult Community Center 
Tickets: friendsoftheacc.org

Shamrock Luncheon
Friday, March 8 • 12:00 – 1:30 p.m.
Adult Community Center
Register: cityofsancarlos.org/acc

Public Safety Fair
Saturday, March 9 • 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Burton Park
Info: cityofsancarlos.org/publicsafetyfair

Stay in the loop with everything  
Parks & Recreation! 
Sign up to receive the 
monthly P&R Newsletter 
straight to your inbox. 
More information at 
cityofsancarlos.org/prnews.

Find your new 
favorite class or 
recreation activity. 
View the latest 
Activity Guide at 
cityofsancarlos.org/
activityguide.

Become an ACC member. 
Make connections  
and explore our Adult  
Community Center  
programming at  
cityofsancarlos.org/acc.

Learn about our youth-powered 
programming and discover  
the San Carlos Youth Center.  
Visit cityofsancarlos.org/scyc.

Community Newsletter
January - March 2024
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https://cityofsancarlos.org/city_hall/departments_and_divisions/parks_and_recreation/active_adults/index.php
https://cityofsancarlos.org/city_hall/departments_and_divisions/parks_and_recreation/youth/youth_center_dropin/index.php


City Manager’s 
Corner
Happy holidays and happy New Year to 
everyone in our wonderful San Carlos 
community. It seems like every year 
we are busier than ever, as our city 
continues to evolve, and our community 
members stay active and engaged in  
city happenings.

I hope that everyone will take a few 
moments to read through some of 
our collective accomplishments from 
last year in our Annual Community 
Report, hitting your mailbox in early 
January. Our Communications Team 
has put together a captivating and 
playful Spotlight on the people, events, 
programs, and projects that shaped San 
Carlos in 2023. The theme of this year’s 
report is particularly fun, and browsing 
through the articles is a great reminder 
of all that we accomplished together.

Turning our attention to the upcoming 
year, it’s clear that it will be another one 
full of community improvement and 
progress. This next year will see the 
continued evolution of our downtown, 
further progress on the City’s housing 
goals, the completion of new pedestrian 
and roadway safety improvements, and 
much more.

As always, I am grateful to everyone 
in our community who continues to 
be a part of these positive changes by 
volunteering, attending meetings, and 
sharing in our collective stewardship of 
the City of Good Living. Have a safe and 
wonderful year ahead. 

Jeff Maltbie

San Carlos Civics Academy 
The San Carlos Civics Academy 
returned last fall to educate 
and engage with community 
members on the topics of 
local governance and civic 
participation. Civics Academy is 
a free course that aims to foster 
civic leadership, and improve San 
Carlans’ understanding of the 
functions and responsibilities of 
local government. 

Our latest cohort dedicated six 
Thursday evenings to attending 
a comprehensive program 
designed by City staff that covered governance, emergency services, budgeting, 
traffic management, city planning, and parks and event coordination. 

This year high school-aged students were invited 
to participate for the first time, creating a diverse 
group of community members who all brought 
unique perspectives to discussions about how 
to improve San Carlos. The City also offered free 
childcare for the first time in the program’s history. 

Since its first session in 2016, over 160 community 
members have graduated from the program.  
The City plans to bring back Civics Academy again 
in the future as long as there is interest from the 
community. Learn more at cityofsancarlos.org/
civicsacademy.

Utility Box Murals 
Transform the 
Ordinary into
San Carlos Parks & Recreation first introduced 
the Utility Box Mural Program in 2016. 
During the first phase, 19 utility boxes were 
transformed into public art pieces by local 
artists. Following the success of the first 
phase, City Council approved additional 
funding to carry out Phase II of the Program 
in 2018. Last year, we put out a third call for 
local artists to help us with Phase III to paint 
five more boxes. Artists were recommended 
by the Public Art Task Force, made up by a 
combination of Council members, Parks & 
Recreation Commissioners, residents, and 
staff. Artists are currently at work on their 
projects now, with one special utility box 
earmarked for a student artist. The deadline 
for local students to apply is March 1.  

To learn more or to apply, visit our Utility Box 
Mural page at cityofsancarlos.org/utilitybox.

https://cityofsancarlos.org/community/civics_academy.php
https://cityofsancarlos.org/community/civics_academy.php
https://cityofsancarlos.org/community/public_art/utility_box_mural_program.php


Our San Carlos Library has long been a popular community 
meeting place, but did you know that it’s supported by a 
dedicated group of volunteers? The Friends of the San Carlos 
Library is a non-profit that promotes community use of our 
library, and supports library programming through fundraising 
efforts.

On the third Sunday of every month from 1 to 4 p.m., the  
Friends hold a special book sale event on the second floor  
of the library. Gently loved books of every genre and topic  
are on sale for bargain prices, and best of all, all proceeds go to 
support the library and library programming. Can’t make it  
to the Sunday sale? The Friends Book Shop is open daily in  
the Library Rotunda during regular library hours. Stop by to 
browse the great selection for yourself! 

Learn more about the Friends of the San Carlos Library at scfol.org.

San Carlos Youth Center 
The San Carlos Youth Center (SCYC), located at 1001 Chestnut Street, is the 
destination for youth programming and events all year long. Whether you are 
new to the Center or a familiar face, you won’t want to miss all the exciting 
happenings this year! 

Youth Center 
Tutoring
Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays  
4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 
Youth Center Homework Room

Did you know the Youth Center offers 
free after-school tutoring and homework 
support? Tierra Linda Middle School math 
teacher Eric Watts is here to help! Come 
learn and get the help you need in a safe, 
supportive environment. 

Friends of the San Carlos Library Sunday Book Sales  
Support Library Programming

Upcoming Book Sales: January 21, February 18, March 17

    The More You Know 
San Carlos Muni Code

San Carlos is the City of Good Living because the people who live, work, and 
visit here are welcoming and respectful to everyone else who shares our 
incredible city. All of us strive to be good neighbors, but sometimes we’re 
unaware of certain laws or ordinances that help govern our community. 

Have you ever wondered about a particular law in San Carlos? When are 
construction noise hours? What are the animal leash or noise laws? How long 

can I keep my car parked on the street without moving it? 

The answers to all these questions and more can be found in the San 
Carlos Municipal Code. Search a keyword or browse the Code by section at 

cityofsancarlos.org/municode.

Stay in the loop on everything happening at the SCYC.
Follow the latest happenings on Instagram @sancarlosyouthcenter.  

Questions? Contact Emma Licko at (650) 802-4122 or email elicko@cityofsancarlos.org.

BOOK SALE

http://www.scfol.org
https://cityofsancarlos.org/municode
https://www.instagram.com/sancarlosyouthcenter/?hl=en
mailto:elicko%40cityofsancarlos.org?subject=


Closed for Drop-in  
on the following days:

January 15 • Martin Luther King Jr. Day
February 19 • Presidents’ Day

Youth Center Drop-in Program (Ages 10-17)
Drop-in is a free, supervised after school program at the San Carlos Youth Center for kids ages 10-17. 

It’s a great place to hang out after school, make new friends, or enjoy your favorite activity. 

After School Drop-in Hours
Winter Drop-in Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday:  3:00 – 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 1:00 – 6:00 p.m.

Winter Extended Hours
January 8 • 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
February 19-23 • 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Sunday Community Drop-in For All Ages!
San Carlans of all ages are welcome to stop in for fun at the San Carlos Youth Center every Sunday. 

Youth Center Family Open Gym 
Sundays 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Enjoy free recreational time at the San Carlos Youth Center 
gym with the whole family! Please note that a parent or 
caregiver must accompany children to participate. 

Adult Basketball 
Sundays 3:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Come test your skills on our full-sized court with  
free adult pickup basketball every Sunday. 

Adult Volleyball 
Sundays 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Ready, set, spike! See what you can serve up every  
Sunday night during our free adult volleyball sessions. 

Relax in the Zen Den, our 
safe place to talk and be 
heard. Youth Center staff is 
always here and happy to 
lend an ear, chat, or just  
hang out.

Need a little extra help  
to get that school work 
done? Get free tutoring and 
homework support at the 
Homework Center Monday 
through Thursday. 

Once your homework is 
done, it’s time to play!  
The Youth Center Activities 
Room is the place to be, 
with ping-pong, pool, 
videogames, foosball,  
and more! 

If you have too much energy 
for the Activities Room, head 
over to the Youth Center Gym 
to test your skills on our full-
sized basketball court. Play 
a game of volleyball, indoor 
soccer, pickle-ball, gaga ball, 
or other group games. 

Relax in the  
Zen Den

Free  
Tutoring

Youth Center 
Activities Room

Youth Center  
Gym

Questions about any of our drop-in programming? 
Contact Emma Licko at (650) 802-4122. 

$5

$5

FREEFREEFREE



CARING CUPBOARD  
Volunteers Provide Year-round Food Assistance 
Caring Cupboard is a free and confidential food support program run by San Carlos Service Clubs for Seniors in partnership 
with the San Carlos Adult Community Center. The program provides weekly groceries to local residents and families in need 
every week throughout the year. 

How to Help Who can apply

Volunteers are needed to help pack and deliver groceries every Tuesday. 
Donations of paper bags and canned or boxed non-perishable food  

are welcome to be dropped off at the Adult Community Center  
(601 Chestnut Street) Monday through Friday,  8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Caring Cupboard is 
open to all San Carlos 

residents that meet 
eligibility requirements. 

Get more information about how to apply  
for the program, find out how to donate,  

or sign up to volunteer by calling  
(650) 802-4384 or visiting  

cityofsancarlos.org/caringcupboard. 

Thank you to all community 
members who so generously 
donate food and their time 
throughout the year to make  

this vital program a success. 

Community  
Blood Drive 
Did you make a New Year’s  
resolution to give back to  
the San Carlos community  
this year? Fulfill your resolution and help save lives 
by donating blood at our Community Blood Drive 
on Saturday, February 3, at the San Carlos Adult 
Community Center. 

For more information, and to schedule an appointment 
to donate, please visit cityofsancarlos.org/events or 
call (650) 802-4122.

Volunteer or Sponsor a  
San Carlos Event
Love our unique community events in the City of Good Living? 
Support local events and programs and engage with your friends 
and neighbors by volunteering or sponsoring an event this year! 

The San Carlos Art & Wine Faire, Hometown Days, Music in the 
Park, and more are all looking for community members to help 
make these events a success. 

Learn more about volunteer and sponsorship opportunities at 
cityofsancarlos.org/events. 

Caring CupboardApplication

https://cityofsancarlos.org/city_hall/departments_and_divisions/parks_and_recreation/active_adults/caring_cupboard_application.php
https://cityofsancarlos.org/city_hall/departments_and_divisions/parks_and_recreation/community_events.php
https://cityofsancarlos.org/city_hall/departments_and_divisions/parks_and_recreation/community_events.php
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City Council Mission Statement
The City of San Carlos provides high-quality 
services and facilities to its residents in an 
equitable, sustainable, transparent, responsive, 
and friendly manner to foster an inclusive, safe, 
and healthy community now and in the future.

Elected Officials 	 (650) Area Code

John Dugan, Mayor	 802-4164 
jdugan@cityofsancarlos.org

Sara McDowell, Vice Mayor	 802-4162 
smcdowell@cityofsancarlos.org

Pranita Venkatesh, Councilmember	 802-4160
pvenkatesh@cityogsancarlos.org

Ron Collins, Councilmember	 802-4161 
rcollins@cityofsancarlos.org

Adam Rak, Councilmember	 802-4163 
arak@cityogsancarlos.org

Inge Tiegel, City Treasurer	 802-4165
itiegel@cityofsancarlos.org

City Hall Contacts

City Manager Jeff Maltbie	 802-4228
jmaltbie@cityofsancarlos.org

Assistant City Manager	 802-4230 
Nil Blackburn	
nblackburn@cityofsancarlos.org

Administrative Services Director 	 802-4128 
Rebecca Mendenhall
rmendenhall@cityofsancarlos.org

Building Department – General line	 802-4261 

City Attorney Greg Rubens	 802-4148
grubens@cityofsancarlos.org

City Clerk / Community Relations Director 	 802-4219	
Crystal Mui
cmui@cityofsancarlos.org

Community Development Director	 802-4263  
Al Savay
asavay@cityofsancarlos.org

San Carlos Fire Chief Dave Pucci	 780-7400
dpucci@cityofsancarlos.org

Parks & Recreation Director 	 802-4131 
Amy Newby 	   
anewby@cityofsancarlos.org

Planning Department – General line	 802-4263 

Police Chief Mark Myers	 802-4227 
mtmyers@smcgov.org

Police Business/Non-Emergency line	 802-4321

Public Works Director  Steven Machida	 802-4203
smachida@cityofsancarlos.org

Public Works Department – General line  	 802-4200

Communications Manager	 802-4218  
Brian Cary (Editor, Good Living) 
bcary@cityofsancarlos.org

CITY COUNCIL
Meets the second and fourth Monday*  
of the month at 7 p.m. at City Hall and  
is televised live on Comcast Channel 27 
and AT&T U-Verse  Channel 99.  
The meeting is also streamed through 
cityofsancarlos.org and replayed on 
Comcast Channel 27 Thursday,  
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday at 7 p.m.

January 8 & 22
February 12 & 26
March 11 & 25

Social Media

PARKS, RECREATION &  
CULTURE COMMISSION
Meets the first Wednesday of every  
even numbered month at 7 p.m.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
ADVISORY COMMISSION
Meets the fourth Tuesday of the month  
at 4 p.m.

*Unless otherwise noted

*Unless otherwise noted

Council, Commission, and Committee Meetings

PLANNING AND 
TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION
Meets the first and third Monday* of 
the month at 7 p.m. at City Hall and is 
televised live on Comcast Channel 27 
and AT&T U-Verse Channel 99. The 
meeting is also streamed through  
cityofsancarlos.org and replayed on 
Comcast Channel 27 Thursday,  
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday at 2 p.m.

January 1 & 15
February 5 & 19
March 4 & 18

Contact Information  
and Hot Lines 
Reporting Abandoned Vehicles	 802-4236
Reporting Graffiti	 802-4235
Sports Field Conditions	 802-4333

City Hall Closures
Martin Luther King Jr. Day: Friday, January 15
Presidents’ Day: Monday, February 19

Like us on Facebook:  
facebook.com/cityofsancarlos

Follow us on X:  
@CityofSanCarlos

Follow us on Instagram:  
@CityofSanCarlos

Most City Council and Planning & 
Transportation Commission Meetings  
can be accessed remotely via Zoom.  

Please visit cityofsancarlos.org/agenda 
for the most current meeting information.
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