
Disposable 
Food Service 
Ware 
Ordinance
August 23, 2021

1

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good evening members of the City Council. I am Adam Lokar, Management Analyst in the City Manager’s Office and I am here today to give you a presentation on an effort across our county to limit the distribution of single-use disposable food service ware. 




Background

The problems with single-use 
plastics City plans that call for limiting 

plastics distribution
• Create street litter
• Pollute creeks and San Francisco Bay
• Negative health impacts
• Challenging to recycle

• 2021 Strategic Plan
• Draft Climate Mitigation and 

Adaptation Plan
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’ll start by providing background on some of the issues related to single-use disposable plastics. Many disposable plastics are used only once before becoming waste that takes years to break down. Single-use disposable plastics are a major contributor to street litter and can end up polluting our creeks and the Bay where they can have negative impacts on wildlife. Plastics in the ocean eventually breakdown into microplastics that are ingested by sea life, ending up in our food and eventually our bodies having negative health impacts. 

At the same time certain plastics, particularly those 3-7, are increasingly challenging to recycle as there is a lack of demand within international recycling markets low-grade plastics. 

So in response to these issues, the City has identified limiting the distribution of single-use plastics as an objective in the 2021 strategic plan and the current draft CMAP. 




County of San Mateo 
Model Ordinance

Adopted in February 2020 to:
• Eliminate the unnecessary distribution and use of disposable 

food service ware that is not reusable or compostable
• Improve the health and safety of community members
• Help keep waterways and beaches clean

3

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Also, in an effort to address this issue the County of San Mateo Board of Supervisors adopted a model ordinance last year that aims to:
Eliminate the unnecessary distribution and use of disposable food service ware that is not reusable or compostable. 
Improve the health and safety of the community.
Help keep waterways and beaches clean.
Since the County adopted this ordinance, nine other jurisdictions in our County have adopted the same ordinance. 




Ordinance 
Provisions
Applies to Food Service Providers and any 
entity that provides prepared food for 
public consumption, including:

• Restaurants
• Grocery stores
• Cafes
• Farmers’ markets
• Private schools
• Healthcare facilities
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The ordinance applies to Food Service Providers which is any entity that provides prepared food for consumption and generally includes any establishment that needs a health permit. This includes restaurants, grocery stores, cafes, and also temporary establishments such as festivals, farmers markets, food trucks, and also applies to private schools and healthcare facilities. 

This would apply to any City facilities that prepare food for public consumption including the Adult Community Center. 




Ordinance 
Provisions
Requires food ware be non-plastic, fiber 
based compostable:

• Plates
• Bowls
• Cups
• Food trays
• Clamshells
• Other containers

Compostable plastics are not allowed
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The ordinance then requires certain disposable food ware distributed at food facilities be non-plastic and fiber-based compostable meaning that they are derived from materials such as paper, sugarcane, wheat stalk, bamboo, or wood, and must be certified by a 3rd party entity such as the Biodegradable Products Institute. This requirement applies specifically to plates, bowls, cups, food trays, clamshells, or other containers. Here on the slide you can see examples of some acceptable items under this ordinance.

It’s important to note that compostable plastics would not be allowed for these items. Compostable plastics are materials that have the look and feel of plastics and while they are technically compostable in an industrial setting, it’s been found that they are confusing to customers on what bin to discard them in and they don’t break down easily in our environment and still contribute to pollution of waterways and the bay. 




Ordinance 
Provisions
Food ware accessories:

• Only available upon request, upon 
acceptance from customer, or at self 
service area

• Straws, stirrers, utensils, cocktail 
picks/toothpicks must be non-plastic 
fiber based compostable
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
For small food ware accessories such as cup sleeves, napkins, or condiment packets they must only be available upon request by the customer, upon acceptance if a food provider asks a customer would like one of these accessories, or at a self-service area. 

Then for the four specific accessories listed here: straws, stirrers, utensils, and toothpicks those must also be non-plastic fiber based compostable.

For items not listed here or on the previous slide, the most notable being lids, they are still allowed to be plastic as long as they are recyclable or compostable by the food facilities collection service. 




Ordinance Exceptions

Prepackaged food ware

Customer with medical 
needs 

Healthcare facilities 

Drive-through areas 01

03

02

04

05 Aluminum foil food ware

06 Hardship exemption on 
case by case basis

May request plastic straws

May distribute plastic straws

May distribute straws and cup 
sleeves without request
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are some of the exceptions in the ordinance. 
1) The first exception clarifies that this ordinance only applies to prepared food and not prepackaged food. That would be anything that is sealed or has an expiration date. This ordinance only impacts food that is prepared on site and distributed for consumption. 
2) The second exception allows customers with medical needs that may make it difficult for them to drink without a straw are allowed request a plastic straw. 
3) At the same time, healthcare facilities can distribute plastic straws and do not have to ask the customer. 
4) Drive-through areas may distribute straws and cup sleeves without request. This is to prevent possible spilling of drinks that could be a safety hazard. 
5) Food ware made up of entirely aluminum foil, like a burrito for example, is exempt and allowable under this ordinance. 
6) The County will be considering hardship exemptions on a case by case basis and will keep a list of these exemptions on their website.  




County Support
Education and Outreach

• Mailers
• Workshops
• Resource Guide
• List of allowable products

Technical and financial support
Enforcement

• Complaint based with emphasis on 
education and support
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In passing this ordinance the County has offered support to other jurisdictions that adopt the same model ordinance without changes. That support includes education and outreach services. The County has contracted with a company called Environmental Innovations that are providing mailers, hosting workshops, developing resource guides, and keeping up lists of acceptable products on the County website to educate and support food providers during this transition.

The County is also offering direct technical and financial support to Food Service Providers through their Foodware Aware program to forgo disposable food ware entirely and transition to reusable food ware. 

The County is also offering to provide enforcement services for jurisdictions that adopt the same ordinance. Enforcement would be complaint based with the County relying primarily on education and direct support to ensure compliance and the County has stressed that fines will be reserved solely for repeat violators who, despite multiple attempts to provide education and support, still choose not to comply. To take advantage of the enforcement services the City would have to enter into an MOU with the County which is the same format we have for our polysterene ban and disposable plastic bag ordinance. 




Other San Mateo 
County Jurisdictions

Jurisdiction Ordinance Effective Date
Half Moon Bay July, 2021
County of San Mateo

March, 2022

South San Francisco
Burlingame
Atherton
Belmont
Millbrae
Brisbane
Colma
City of San Mateo October, 2022
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As mentioned before, there are nine other jurisdictions in our County that have adopted the same model ordinance shown here along with their ordinance effective date. Most cities have chosen to align their effective date with the County starting in March, 2022. The exceptions being Half Moon Bay that just started enforcing their ordinance in July and the City of San Mateo that chose to put off the effective date until October, 2022.  




Next Steps

Pending Council’s direction, staff can return to Council 
to introduce the ordinance at a later date. 
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To make a public comment on this agenda item, use the “raise hand” feature in Zoom. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Tonight we’re here to answer any questions you may have about this model ordinance and this effort more broadly and to seek direction. Should Council direct staff to move forward with adopting this model ordinance, we can return at a later Council Meeting for ordinance introduction. 




Thank You
Adam Lokar, Management Analyst
alokar@cityofsancarlos.org

Eun-Soo Lim, Senior Sustainability Specialist
San Mateo County Office of Sustainability
eulim@smcgov.org

More information at: cityofsancarlos.org/foodware
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To make a public comment on this agenda item, use the “raise hand” feature in Zoom. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
That concludes my presentation. I am joined this evening by Eun-Soo Lim, Senior Sustainability Specialist with the County Office of Sustainability and we are both available to answer any questions you may have. 




PUBLIC COMMENTS
**CITY COUNCIL MEETING - AUGUST 23, 2021**

If you would like to make a public comment on this item, join the Zoom meeting 
(Meeting ID # 882 5614 0939) and virtually raise your hand by:  

• Clicking on “Raise Hand” at the bottom of your screen; or

• If joining by phone, pressing *9; and then *6 to unmute when called upon.

1st Minute Bar

2nd Minute Bar
2nd Minute Bar
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