


Discussion:

Ultralight Vehicles

Hot Air Balloons

Private Use Helicopters



Ultralight Vehicles Under the FAA 

City of St. George

Legal Dept.

Definition per 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 103:

“§ 103.1 Applicability.

This part prescribes rules governing the operation of ultralight vehicles in the United States. For the purposes 
of this part, an ultralight vehicle is a vehicle that: 

(a) Is used or intended to be used for manned operation in the air by a single occupant; 

(b) Is used or intended to be used for recreation or sport purposes only; 

(c) Does not have any U.S. or foreign airworthiness certificate; and 

(d) If unpowered, weighs less than 155 pounds; or 

(e) If powered: 

(1) Weighs less than 254 pounds empty weight, excluding floats and safety devices which are intended for 
deployment in a potentially catastrophic situation; 

(2) Has a fuel capacity not exceeding 5 U.S. gallons; 

(3) Is not capable of more than 55 knots calibrated airspeed at full power in level flight; and 

(4) Has a power-off stall speed which does not exceed 24 knots calibrated airspeed.”



Ultralight Vehicles – basics

City of St. George

Legal Dept.

• single occupant

• recreation or sport
 

• U.S. or foreign airworthiness certificate not 

required

• under 254 lbs. - powered

• under 155 lbs. - unpowered

• hold under 5 U.S. gallons of fuel

LICENSE NOT REQUIRED BY FAA



City of St. George

Legal Dept.

§ 103.9 Hazardous Operations - FAA

“Hazardous operations.

(a) No person may operate any ultralight vehicle in a manner that creates a 

hazard to other persons or property. 

(b) No person may allow an object to be dropped from an ultralight vehicle if 
such action creates a hazard to other persons or property.”

The City Code does not address operating an Ultralight Vehicle in a hazardous 

manner. 

Consider:

1. Code amendment so violations can be enforced under the City Code. 

2. Refer violations to the FAA. To report an alleged violation, contact the FAA at:
7-anm-SLC-fsdo@faa.gov. 



City of St. George

Legal Dept.

“No person may operate an ultralight vehicle within Class A, 

Class B, Class C, or Class D airspace or within the lateral 

boundaries of the surface area of Class E airspace designated 

for an airport unless that person has prior authorization from the 

ATC facility having jurisdiction over that airspace.”

The lateral boundaries of the SGU airspace are 5 Nautical 

Miles (5.75 miles) around SGU. 

§ 103.17 Operations in certain airspace - FAA



City of St. George

Legal Dept.

lateral boundaries

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/f31f6416412b4723adf4d0ae47733b13/


City of St. George

Legal Dept.



City of St. George

Legal Dept.

Utah Office of  Administrative Rules –

 State Parks – Aircraft and Powerless Flights

R651. Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation.

• landing or take off  within park system other than at designated lakes, reservoirs, or landing areas is 

prohibited

• except in emergencies, delivery or pick up without prior permission from park manager is 

prohibited

• launching or landing of  gliders, hot-air ballons, hang gliders, and other devices designed to carry 

persons or objects through the air in powerless flights is prohibited except by Special Use Permit 

(permit repealed)

• lakes and reservoirs designated as open to landing. – no Fri, sat, Sun, holiday between May 1 – Sep 

30; when cannot maintain distance of  at least 500 feet from person, vessel, vehicle, structure 

during landing or takeoff

• written permission by park manager required before operating an unmanned aircraft in park 

system



City of St. George

Legal Dept.

State Parks – Aircraft and Powerless Flights

basics

• aircraft may only land or take off  at designated lakes, reservoirs, or landing 

areas 

• includes gliders, hot-air balloons, hang gliders, and other devices 

designed to carry persons or objects in powerless flight

• prohibited: 1) on spaces “designated as open” on Fri, Sat, Sun, holiday 

between May – Sep 30; 2) when can’t maintain at least 500 feet from person, 

vessel, vehicle, structure 

• operation of  unmanned aircraft requires prior written permission from 

park manager



City of St. George

Legal Dept.

Ultralight Vehicles – regulate?

1. Post signs in City parks within 5.75 miles of SGU:

• “Operating Ultralight Vehicles is prohibited under federal law.”

2.  #1 AND prohibit beyond 5.75 miles of SGU; post signs:

• “Operating Ultralight Vehicles prohibited by City Ordinance”

3.   #1, #2 AND 

• dedicate specific area(s) where Ultralights can operate

4.    restrict operations to certain days and times



Hot Air Balloons 

Hot Air Balloons

• all airspace regulated by FAA

• generally, required to operate at or above minimum altitude limits, 

except when taking off  or landing

• over other than congested areas must fly at “altitude of  500 ft above 

surface except over open water or sparsely populated areas

• over open water or sparsely populated areas, must operate at least 500 ft 

above “any person, vessel, vehicle, or structure”

City of St. George

Legal Dept.

  LICENSE REQUIRED BY FAA



Hot Air Balloons – regulate? 

Options

• dedicated take off  area

• flight times (daylight)

• codify for enforcement

City of St. George

Legal Dept.



Private Helicopters – regulate?

Options – take off  and landing

• not on private property

• private property in specific zones and/or 

other  restrictions

• SGU only

City of St. George

Legal Dept.
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