OUR HISTORIC TREES

St. Marys is a historic city, with history
in its blood, its waterfront, its streets,
buildings and trees. With some trees
that are as old as the city itself, St.
Marys takes its role as steward of this
amazing natural resource very serious-
ly and has instituted many ordinances
and guidelines to help preserve our
southern legacy.

Inside you will find guidelines on tree
removal within the City, which changes
with regards to the location of the tree
and the condition of the tree. If you
have any questions on tree removal,
trees in general or on any other com-
munity development concern, please
contact us.

Whether it’s the Washington Oak on
our city crest or the old bay tree in
your back yard, we care about their
care and survival. It is a stated goal of
our city to maintain a canopy coverage
of fifty percent and we need your sup-
port in this effort. Help us protect our
heritage, help us save our trees.

VISIT US ON THE CITY
WEBSITE!

WWW.STMARYSGA.GOV
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ST. MARYS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
TREE REMOVAL PROCESS

.

Before you begin determine if the tree is on your property or Public Right of Way. If it is on Public ROW please contact the Community Development De-
partment and they will have Public Works and the Tree Board review the situation. If it is on your private property please follow the steps below.

In the Historic District

- The Community Development \
Is the tree dead and Certificate of Department Director may or-
poses an immediate threat to Appropriateness der that it be removed imme-
life or property? diately if it poses a threat.

If you want to remove a tree
in St. Marys, the first step is t
ask the question: Is the tree i
the Historic District of St.
Marys, located within the area
on the map found here,
www.stmarysga.gov/cdd/hd?

| You will need to fill-out a Certifi-
cate of Appropriateness for re-
view before the Historic Preser-
vation Commission (HPC). You
may obtain the COA from the
Community Development De-
gartment or on-line, at the CDD HPC Review

Is the tree alive?

The HPC meets the third Tues-
day of every month to review all
COA:s. If your COA is approved

The Tree Board meets monthly
to approve removal of dead or

Is the tree dead or near deat near death trees, which do not according to Section 62-113 of /
but does not pose an imminent pose an immediate threat. the St. Marys Municipal Code.
threat? (stmarysga.gov), you will be giv-
en permission to remove the

Inside the Maritime Heritage District (25’ Marshlands Buffer)

Planning Commission
Is the tree dead or near Review

Death, regardless of
Threat?

Is the tree in the Maritime
Heritage District, or the 25’
buffer that surrounds the tidal
marshlands?

City Council Appeal
You may remove dead vegeta- - -
tion by hand level with ground.
If you wish to remove with a
mechanical vehicles you must
apply for a Variance for PC re-
view and Council approval. No
live trees or shrubs are to be
removed.

If your COA or your Variance is
denied you have the right to
appeal the decision within 30
days at a specially called
meeting before the Mayor and
City Council. If the PC recom-
mends approval of the
variance the Council will

place the variance on the

next available agenda.

You do not have
J

Outside the
Historic District

\_

Is the tree alive?

You are Permitted to remove your tree.

You do not need a permit or
any permission from the City of

permission to remove
the tree.

St. Marys to remove the tree.
Feel free to proceed.




