Taxonomic
Classification

Domain: Eukaryotes
Kingdom: Plantae
Subkingdom:

Tracheobionta

Super Division: Spermatophyta f5#

Phylum/Division:
Magnoliophyta
Class: Magnoliopsida
Order: Rosales
Family: Rosaceae
Genus: Prunus
Species: padus
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|dentification Tips

Prunus padus (Bird cherry) fruit taste extremely bitter,
much like it’s close relative, Prunus virginiana
(Chokecherry) Both typically have smooth and hairless
leaves, however. Bird cherry can have veins beneath

Fun Factl

The genus, Prunus, in Latin translates
the leaf whereas Chokecherry leaves are smooth,

mostly hairless, only sometimes having small fine hairs to Plum or Cherry tree.

and will not show veins on the lower leaf surface.
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Habitat Range
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Plant Ecology

Introduced from Eurasia, it has now become a cultivated
ornamental of yards in Utah [12] and other states in the United
States. Sometimes established in roads, thickets, and along

Conservation Status
Bird cherry is considered an established

roadsides. In it’s native range it occupies wet woodland,

ornamental, sometimes an invasive :
meadows, riverbanks and forest clear cuts [13].

spreadmg 1N riparian areas [12]' Flowers bloom April to May. Reproduces sexually by seed,

vegetatively by clonal root and basal sprouts. Flowers are able to
self-pollinate and set fruit (without a cross pollinator) [13].
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