Taxonomic
Classification

Domain: Eukaryotes
Kingdom: Plantae
Subkingdom: Tracheobionta
Super Division: Spermatophyta
Division: Coniferophyta

Class: Pinopsida

Order: Pinales

Family: Pinaceae

Genus: Picea

Species: Picea pungens
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|dentification Tips

The common name comes from the blueish
color of the needles, but when identifying a
Blue Spruce it is important to keep in mind
that female cones hang down and the needles
are born singly with the base persistent even
after the needles are removed, leaving bare

twigs that are rough and bumpy. [5]

Fun Factl

Another common name for Picea pungens is the
Colorado Blue Spruce. This tree was the state
tree for Utah for quite some time until 2013
when a group of 4th graders brought it to the
governor’s attention that it seems quite silly that
our state tree has another state’s name in it. This
group of elementary students lobbied for and
effectively changed the Utah state tree to the
Quaking Aspen. [6]

Habitat Range



Plant Ecology

The blue spruce is found in montane areas in Aspen and
Douglas Fir plant communities [5]. It is usually found
between 1800 - 3000 meters of elevation and does well
in moist canyon bottoms and near stream banks, but it is

Conservation Status

On a global scale, Picea pungens is
considered stable and not
endangered. [10]

not limited to the moist areas. It is cultivated easily and
can handle a wide range of soil types and sun exposures
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