Taxonomic
Classification

Domain: Eukaryotes
Kingdom: Plantae
Phylum/Division:
Anthophyta

Class: Dicotyledoneae
Order: Sapindales
Family: Sapindaceae
Genus: Acer
Species: negundo
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Fun Factl

When the samara wings fall from the
trees, they spin in circles. Thus, many
people endearingly call them “helicopters”.

|dentification Tips

Acer negundo is one of three common maples in
Utah. All bear samara fruits. The boxelder
maple can be identified by it’s compound leaves
as the only maple without simple leaves.

Habitat Range



Plant Ecology

Boxelder presents as a tree along streams and
rivers, but can assume a shrub-like habit on
drier sites. Boxelder is commonly used for
landscaping but is known as a “dirty tree”,
because it sheds many samara fruits and is
host to Boisea trivittata, the Boxelder Beetle.

Conservation Status

On a global scale, the plant is
considered secure [4].
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