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REPORT OF CONSTRUCTING ENGINEER.

To the Honorable, the Board of Water Commissioners:

GENTLEMEN,—As the highly important public work upon
which we have been engaged during the past season is now
practically completed, I deem it best to render to you a full
detailed report of everything connected therewith. So far as
your Board is concerned, such a report is scarcely necessary, or
of very much importance, for you have all taken such a full and
active part in the work, from beginning to end, as to make you
almost as familiar with every detail as I am myself. But for
those who come after you it is highly important that we leave
matters in such shape that every detail of the entire work may
be readily referred to and comprehended. The failure to do
this has caused muny of your sister cities throughout this state
vast trouble and expense. Our work here has been in many
respects unique, and a radical departure from the old beaten
path so long pursued in water works construction. It has long
been the fashion to depend upon lakes, ponds, rivers and small
streams, for our public water supplies, and the majority of
people are very slow to believe in the feasibility of any other
gource of supply. All these sources being contaminated with
the filth taken up and absorbed in the surface wash of the tribu-
tary water shed, the water thus obtained is seldom in any sense
fit for potable use. "

In the construction of works to distribute these waters when
obtained, the usual fashion has been, to either construct a
pumping plant on the simple direct pumping plan, which must
be run incessantly to insure a constant supply, or else resort to
the common open earth reservoir, or that most ridiculous of all
things, the “stand pipe,” as an adjunct to the pumping works.
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